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Accelerated PaymentPaymentGov-
ernorGovernor Jay Hammond proposed in bishis budget message to tbethetbe-

legislature
the-

legislaturelegislature that the ltatestate cash out of its obligation unduunder the NativeNative-
claims

Native-
clarmsclarmsclaims settlement act withwithoneone lump-sumlumpsum-- payment of $$$300300$300millionmillion .
The Governor said the accelerated payment would ((1)1J )) furtherfurtberstimstim-
ulate

stim-stim.-
wateulateItJigthlerthe statestate'sstates', economy , ((2)2(2)ease) ease the impact of Inflation from IllItJig-ItJigg-

thser
g-g--

thlerthser staggered payments into the Native Fund , and ((3)3) ..tisfytisfysatisfy thethe-
state

the-
state'sstatestate'sstates', moralmoralobhgahonobhgahonobligation to pay this debt as lOOnsoon as possible . ADAll ofof-
th

of-
theseththese. srgumentsarguments have ubstantialsubstantial merit . The proposal hasbaa sinceaince beenbeen-
well

been-
wellwellwellreceivedreceIVed by business leadenleaders in the atatestate ., wbowho bavehave come to ap-
preciate

ap-apap-
preciate

--
preciate t importance of Native businessbusineauctitivityactitivity to the economy .

The celerated papaZmtentent plan is a proposal worthyworthyofofofseriousseriousserious-
conSid

serious-
conssdconSidconssdconSidIconssdi I n for all the reasonsreason, g- ivengiven by the GoGovernor . TheTeThere are ,
hOW"erhOWerhowever" ., icea questionquestions* whichwhich.shouldwhichshould,.shouldshould be closer/closercloselycloserexplored/ explored In eval-

uating
eval-

a
eval-evaleva1-.

uatmguating th Ideaa In deliberatingdeUberating thetbe proposal , someIOme of ththese ququesques-
bons

.
tlOnsbons hada ought to be answered

- WWfllWill01 the payment hamper the willingness of the legisla-
ture

legiaIa-
ture

legislalegiaIa-legiaIalegisla--¬-

ture to appropriate funds for much-neededmuchneeded-- baskbasic servicesservices-
which

services-
whichwhich affect rural AlaskansA\aakansAaakans\ and all the state'sstatesstate'lstatel' citizenrycitizeRl'ycitizeRly'?

Will the ' - u-1-1u1u111W:- - " --1-W1Wvisible- ! !In- - ' -- ( highly the -dUIgJShpaypayment a maneuver slug-
goh

dUI\dUIslug-slug\"-
gJShgohgJShstategohstatestate andandnationalnational economy ) create intense pressurespressures-
upon

pressures-
uponupon corporations as they continue to strive to developdevelop-
management

develop-
managementmanagement expertise and capability ?

- WhitWhat type of planplanmaymay be dideveloped for the administra-
tion

administraadministra- .-
liontion of the payment '?

The firstfITSt question is an importantunportant one , aaas examination of ooneone-

areaarea ..nnan which basIc servICe IS severely ladunglacking wnIwill indicate The Gov-
ernor

GovGov-.-
ernor requestrequests, $$300300$300millionmillion for the accelerated payment . The woe-
fully

woe-woewoef-
ully

--

fully inadequatemadequate and dangedangerous ruralruralairairair transportation system , doc-
umenled

doc-
umented

doc-doc-

umenledumented min graphICaptiic terms by a recent study for the House Finance-
Committee

Finance-
Committee

Finance
Committee .. mayay requ- irerequire an expenditure of perhaps $$5005005SOO5500 millionmnIion toto-

bnng
to-

bungbnngbung it up to acceptable standardsstandard. ,. by some estimates . TheTbe Gove1'Do-
rproposes

GovernorGove1'DorGove1DorGovernor-
proposes 'proposes bond financing of $$99S9598598mOlion88millionmillionmOlion in hisbis fiscalflSC8l year 1981 bud-
get

budbud-¬.-
get proposal This amount will be increased by supplemental appro-
priations

approappro-appro-
pnatlOns

-¬-

priationspnatlOns requested , and by federal matching funds , but willwnI fall far ,
far short of the commitment needed for an acceptable levellevelofof safe ,_rehabreliablei.uiiui. . Ie. and...AA effICient. (r . .air:. .transportation- . , : . :In rural1 Alaska* !. . !, . . uHow effec-
tive

effeceffec-.-
tlvetive willwillaa'\ $$$300300 milltonmillion payment be teto. ruraI-basedruraIbasedrural-basedrural-- Native businessesbusinesses-
IfIf their management is forced to contendcontend'with'With'with the bardsbiphardship ofofatatat-

tempting
at-at.-

temptingnoting to conductcodduct normal bbusiness witbwith embarassingtyembarassingly inadequateinadequate-
transportation inad\uateinaduatetransportationt services , and with state citizens subjecttobjectto travtravel:\ unun-
der

un-un.-:rn=: : d7t.esd7tes:. :Sject/toSjectto,/; " "der unsafeife conditions in an 8age of "surplussurplus wealthif7?7-

ipleThe transportation syste is only one exampleexampleofiple of inadequacyinadequacy-
ofof basIC servicesservicesThere.. .-.TbereTbere-ThereThere may ea IOmesome dangudanger r uiof someIOme persons get-

npression
get-

ting
get-get-.

lingting. .. . the.. impreoslonimpression--npressionnpression that rururaf Alaskans will havebave received theirtheir-

share
their-

share//shareshareshare of the ""surplussurplus ""
P-

t
pie because of an accelerated paynwhtpayment . Af-

i

Af-

ter
Af-Af-({: ; ': : : =; J=: r:.;:ter allI , as thee Governorrr-

Pt

stated , the money is due the Native corpor-
ations

corpor-corporrp -

ahonsations in any cuecase Citizens i should notnol be denied basic services dduedue-

them
due-

themthem - overdueue in the case of thetbe rural a-irair service system - becaibecausebecause-

of
because-

ofofofanyanyly such false impressionimpression-

The

impression-

TheThe second question is also important .. With state and nationalnational-
economies

national-
economieseconomies i sufferingluffering aaas they

"

are , the entire world would know aboutabout-
tfie

about-
thetfiethe $$$300300$300mUhonmUhonmillion Native payment . Outside pressure from any num-
ber

numnum-.-
ber of promotersoters could be intense . Internal pressure may also devd-

cholders
devel-

op
devd-devddeveldevel--.

op from sharehshareholderscholderslders who may wish the money paid oatontout hiin dhri-
time

divi-
dends

dhri-dhridivi-divi-divi-
dends

-
dends at one time , leavingleavingmanagementmanagement shortabort ofor capital for future InIn-

ents
in-

vestments
In-In-.

vestmentsents , and to operate current investmentsinvestmenta , or even to manage asas-

ts
D.-

ts
as-asD-D--...tstssetsts such aas. land PerhapsPerlulp . mostmOlt corporationsCOrponltions would likeJib the money-

now
mOlley-

now
moneymOlley

now ., although others may be comfortable with the current :lIhedule-
and

schedulelIheduleschedule-
andandandaa measure of breathingbreatbmg room in which to further developdevelopmanman-
agement

man-
Use

man-man-.
agement" expertiseUse and capability-

The

capabilitycapability-

TheThe third question stemssteml from a veryveriverigreatgreat consideration : wbat-
plan

whatwbatwhat-
planplan would be developeddeveJoped to administer the payment ? Control of-

that
ofof-

thatthat amount ofofmoney'!moneyIoney in a single entity ,. agency or partnershippartnenhip ofof-
entities

of-
entities

of-

portantentities would bringbrina great responsibility . (Itt is importantportant that allall-

parties
all-

partiespartiesdevelopedforinvolved enjoy absolute trust in wbateverwhatever plan IIis developed
for administration of the funds .

The major consideralionconsiderationindention is that ,. once the state payment is mademade-
under

made-
underunder tbisthis provisiondon of the claimclaims. settlement. , there willwiI1 be no furfur--fur-
ther

fur-
ther

-
ther money forthcominaforthcoming .


