Letters to the Tundra Times

Future of
Culture

Copper Center Village Council
Box 154

Copper Center, Alaska

99573

AHTNA TRIBE

February 08. 1980

Anchorage, Alaska 995C1

Dear Editor:

I'am writing this letter to you
because of our future in our cul-
ture, tradition and Llnﬁue.
First, I am the village chief of
Copper Center, one of the
biggest villages in the AHTNA
region. I have known for the last
ten years our generation and the
younger generation is losing our
culture, tradition and language.
The reason I think is because we
are not trying to keep it. [ know
that is wrong. We have to ask
the older generation. Once the
older generation is no longer
with us in this world, the culture
will be lost FOREVER.

It is our responsibility to stop
this from happening. We must
seek this knowledge from our
elders so in return we can pass
it on to our children. I know
a long time ago during the Pot.
latch there was no drinking.
The people really respected
the Potlatch. But now I see alot
of d"m::.ﬁo‘“ on at the Pot.
latch. I ly think to myself
the people should respect the
Potlatch. I really hope and pray
that our generation will start
tinking about our future years.

Sincerely,
Carl N. Pete, President

the record
5 State of Alaska
Deﬁ;tment of Fish and Game
S. Hammond, Governor

1300 Col

Road
Fairbanks, Ak 99701
January 30, 1980

Editor

Tundra Times

639 I Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Sir:
There has been a recent series

Times” which reflect poorly on
subsistence-oriented, rural
kans. Please consider the attach-

ed copy of a letter to the
“'I‘lmnsl l!:“ lncl;:lon h:o your
. It is my attempt to cor-
:cptuthe lecordyon behalf of sub-
sistence hunters and myself.
Thank you for your consid-
eration.
Sincerely,
John J. Burns
Marine Mammals Biologist -
Division of Game

Enclosure
Walrus
stories

State of Alaska

January 18, 1980

Mr. Guy Martin
Eskimo Walrua Cx

Marine Mammals Coordinator
Division of Game

cc: Tundra Times

Subsistence

Harvest
State of Alaska
Degtment of Fish and Game
S. Hammond, Governor
- P.0. Box 862
Nome, Ak 99762
January 28, 1980

Mr. Guy Martin
Eskimo Walrus Commission
Kawerak, Inc.

P.0. Box 948

Nome, Alaska 99762

Dear Guy:

I read with great distress the
recent Times article on the hun.
ting of walrus.

I wish to inform you that [
‘wn misquoted lild my opin-

Kawerak, Inc.

Box 948

Nome, Alaska 99762
Dear Guy:

Today I was informed about
4 newspaper article in an Anch-

ons

1 did tell Mr. Blessington that
there were great commercial
pressures to harvest and sell
walrus ivory. However, I also
told him that the Walrus Com-
mission was the most hopeful
sign that walrus issues could be
handled

orage paper ing
I have not yet seen the article
in :uudun although I have been
told about quotations attributed
directly to me and also Tom
Lonner. In both cases, the quo-
tations were in error and taken
out of context. It was apparent-
ly stated that I said there was no
subsistence dependecy on wal-
ruses in Alsska.
Reporting by the media has
muenuy been in error, partic-
y when high profile or e-
motional issues are involved. I
am sure that you have already
been exposed to such errors as,
for instance, in repo: about
business ventures of the on-
al Corporation or about state-
ments you su| have
made.

At this point, about all that
Tom and I can do is to assure
you and others close to the
scene that, in fact, we did not
make ?xe statements attributed
to us. Isuspect you have alre;
reached that conclusion y::ry:
self, based on personal know-
ladfe of our past efforts on be-
half of subsistence hunting and
subsistence hunters.

To the extent possible, I shall
try and correct the record on

behalf of the many subsistence
hunters in all along the
coast. If you su ons
as to how this can be ac-
complished, please let me know.
Sincerely,

John J. Buns

. He did not
choose to report this. He also
did. not choose to report my
hope that Native Subsistence
Harvest .would not be hurt by
any future legislation or regu-
lation.

1 reqret any concern Mr. Bles-
sington’s misreporting may have
caused you.

Sincerely,
Tom Lonner
Subsistence Section

cc: Tundra Times
Caribou treaty

State of Alaska

Board of Fisheries/
Board of Game
Juneau, Alaska 99811
January 31, 1980

Hon. Cecil D. Andrus
Department of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Secretary Andrus:

me’nu mmwo( Game is
primary agency

for the development o?lﬂ game

resources of r):c State of Alaska.

O?nnnuon gr the Conservation

of Caribo
Habitat” currently under review
(See LETTERS; Page Three)



Letters to the Tundra Times

Coope: ith Canadian Ter-
liﬁorhl blolodsh has historically

vention does not suffer from
the defects noted

The Alaska Board of Game
and the entire State of Alaska
are stronly supportive of the

the P Herd lives. Pro-

an acceptable
itat is established by the Con-
vention.

may in the

be necessary
as industrial development in the
becomes more  wide-
spread. At the present time,
there' is no need

manage-
ment uf caribou by the State of
Alaska by means of a conven-
tion, treaty, or executive agree-
ment. The consensus among the

(Continued from Page TW0) . been excellent. There is no . 5. Anouuonotuuomm
zlrjy the federal government of the  present need to disrupt this har- the
ited  States and the federal monious relationship and substi- ppe-n to strongly dhdv-nrqe above.
mmmmtol&uda. tute a cosmetically appedling, = the United States.
e Board of Game is ada- but substatively , manage- 6. The composition and role
x opposed to adoptian of “ment ledmlnvolvln; additional - of the Commission and Advisory
nnndon In jts present bureaucract. Committees are unclear. desire to_ protect and preserve
2. The If the Carter Admini: the delicate habitat in which
l.hemlonl(::t:-'- sition in - of the t; o elicit _grave s | to es-
discussions nptuenhum concern for the i Sub- agree- y
of the U.S. thand dlife Ser- mneo‘, nan:ioml and’ ment . to the Por:: tuture- prove to
years, ux;chll aesthetic - uses’ o u them the
:ltna.om o i chor- Alaska. cartbons” in of szuhondy suggests  Arctic
age In July, 1979. Briefly sum- 3. The Convention is unfor- that the iteration provided by
marized, those reasons are: 5 imprecise as to which the Alaska Department of Fish however,
1. The current status of the olurnioultpurpomto lndGlmebemdinpheeor to preempt the actual
Porcupine Caribou herd is excel- nu current Draft Convention.
lent. Under State management, 4 ‘No mechenism for setting The Alaska version of the Con-
the hsldlll'hdehnthﬂved standard for hab-

nty is that the Porcupine Caribou
rd is in fine shape. It is a
xutunl resource providing sus-
tenance, recreation, and aesthe-
tic pleasure to people on both
sides of the border as presently
managed. Let me repeat: the
Alaska Board of Game sees no
existing need for the Draft Con-
vention as currently written.
Thank yoi for your consider-
ation of our views. I look for-
ward to your reply.

Greg Cook 156
lor
Dr. Samuel I.’le.‘l-[nrbo. Jr.
Chairman
Alaska Board of Game

cc: Tundra Times



