By RON INOUYE

Editor’s Note: If you Ilnvz any questions or suggestions regarding
this or future “ABC's” articles, please let the author know by
writing him at the Center for Cross-Cultural Studies, Umvemry of
Alaska, Fairbanks, 99701, or by calling (907)479-7185.

Festivals, celebrations, or other local commemorations can
provide a theme for students and teachers to build some exciting
learning activities. Does your have an annual festival or
celebration? Many places across the state do, but the purpose for
each varies.

Is the purpose of a commemoration of an historical event like
th signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4th? Is it an
event which doesn’t have a sct date, but depends on a culminating
activity like Ketchikan's “Blueberry Festival,” when craftsmen and
local organizations set up booths for the sale of food, arts and crafts,
and things made of blueberries? Does it honor peoplc as the Barrow
“Nalaquatag” honors the whalers? Does it have a special mytholog-
ical origin like the Cordova “Ice Worm Femvnl % or create its own

ivities like the “Fur R ous” in A
Students could prepare written histories of a celebration’s or-
lpns. Pholognphs and skzl.ches could be made of the current year's
to ivities and become part of the
written report. Students could also be involved in planning the
event, assisting the b of the Iocal body with the
p and
A literature review could be madg of the historic literature
to learn the basis of the local celebration. Is it a continuation of a
more traditional event like the “bladder festivals” or the infrequent
joining of two villages together? Old newspapers and photograph
albums in the community might be searched for clues about indivi-
duals who had roles in past celebrations. Visual displays could be
shown in local store windows; oral discussions might be featured on
the radio station, or a short video tape could be made for the local
mini-TV or cable system.

Reports on how the local festival has changed could be presen-
ted to local civic organizations during lucheon addresses. Local mer-
chants could be interviewed to leamn if significant numbers of non-
residents come to attend the festivities and, if so, how their atten-
dance affects the local economy. Do the health cllmc fire depart-
ment, and police: deg need to be d to
the influx of idents? How ive does the planning for
such events need to be? Do stores need to order their increased sup-
plies several months in -dvmce to be prepared for the fauvmes" Do
the air charter op

Is the festival loca] or mponal in impact? Do peoplc fonn the

village, who are now living elsewhere, traditionally return for the
festivities? Do families plan reunions during '.hc festivities? What
roles do civic, religious and private play in the celebra-
tion? In reviewing all ot these factors, possibly students may deter-
mine age groups of people who are currently not provided activities
in the celebration and for whom such activities may be presented in
the future. Analyzing Iocal festivities can provide a way for students
to research and broaden their understanding of local activities which
are usually taken for granted.




