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Festivals , celebrations , or other local commemorations cancan-
provide

can-
provideprovide a theme for students and teachers to build some exciting
learningexcitinglearningactivities . Does your community have an annual festival oror-
celebration

or-
celebrationlebrationcelebration ? Many places across the state do , bufbur the purpose forfor-
each

for-
eacheachi variesvarica..

Is the purpose ofofaa commemoration of an historical event hke-
th

likehkelike-
thth signingaigning of the Declaration of Independence on July 4th ? Is it anan-

event
an-

eventevent whichwluch doesn'tdoesnt' have aI set date , but depends on a culminatingculminating-
activity

culminating-
activityactivity like Ketchikan'sKetchikansKetchikan'lKetchikanl ' ""BlueberryBlueberry"BluebenyBluebeny Festival ," when craftsmen andand-
local

and-
locallocal organizationsorganizationuetset up booths for the sale of food , arts and craftscrafts,,
and things made of blueberries ? Does it honor people as the Barrbw-
"Nalaquataq

BarrowrrbwBarrbwrrbw"-
Nalaquataqmythological""NalaquataqNalaquataq" honors the whalers ? DoesDoel it have aI special mythologmytholog--¬-
ical origin like the Cordova ""IceIce Worm Festival ," or create its ownown-
activities

own-
activitiesactivities like the ""FurFur Rendezvous " in Anchorage ?

Students could prepare writtenwntten histories of a celebration'scelebrationscelebration'lcelebrationl ' oror-or-ori-
gins

¬.
igins.. Photographs and sketches could be mademlde of the currentcUlTent year'syearsyear's-
celebration

year's-
celebration

'
celebration to document the activities and become part of thethe-
written

the-
writtenwritten report . Students could also be involvedlnvolved in planning thethe-
event

the-
eventevent , assisting the members of the local organizing body with thethe-
preplanning

the-
preplanningpre-planningpreplanning-- , execution , and clean-upcleanup-- .

A literature review could be made of the hhistorictoric literatureliterature-
toto learn the basis of the local celebration . Is it a continuation of aa-

more
a-

moremore traditional event like the ""bladderbladder festivalsfestlVs&!" or the Infrequent-
Joming

infrequentinfrequent-
joiningjoiningJoming of two villagesvillagel together ? Old newspapers and photographphotograph-
albums

photograph-
albumsalbums in the community might be searched for clues about IndJvt-
dua1a

indivi-

duals
indiviIndJvt-IndJvtindivi-¬-

dualsdua1a who hadbad roles in past celebrations.. VisualVJSUal displaysdispllYs could bebe-

shown
be-

shownshown in local store windows ; oral discllSdiscussions$ODI might be featuredfeaturedononon-

the
on-

thethe radiorawo stationstation., or a short video tape could be made for the localloca-
lmini

local-

miniTVmini-mini-mini-TVminiTVminiTV--TV or cable )'systemI'ItemIItem .
Reports on how the local festival has changed could be presen-

ted
presen-

ted
presenpresen-¬-

ted to local civic organizations duringdunng lucheon addressesIddresses . Local mer-
chants

mermer-¬.-,'chantschantchantschantscouldcould be interviewedIntemewed to learn if significant numbers of non-

residents
non-

residents
nonnon-¬-

residents come to attend the festivities and , if so , how their atten-

dance
atten-

dance
atten-

rf.no
atten-atten-

rf.norfnodance. * ..rrrraffects..tt ththe ln/-.1ln.1ln.11local/- . >economynnnm </ . DoIVi ththe healthh llk Mini/-MiniclinicMinifir/- , firfire rfpn.rtrfpnrtdepart-
ment

depart-
ment

depart-depart. -.

ment , and police department need to be expanded to anticipateantlapateanticipate-
the

antlapate-
thethe influx of nonresidents ? How extensive does the planning forfor-

such
for-

suchsuch events need to be ? Do stores need to onorder their Increased sup-

plies
sup-supsup-

plies
--

plies several months In advance to be prel'UedprelUedprepared' for the festivitielfestivities ? DoDo-

the
Do-

thethe air charter operators have'algnif'lCIIItIyalgniflCIIItIysignificantly Increased operations ?

Is the festivalfelt1valloca1local or regionalreponallnin impactbnpact ? Do people form thethe-
VIllage

the-
villagevillage , who are nonow",* living elsewhere , traditionally return for thethe-
festiVities

the-
festivitiesfestivities ? Do families plan reunions during the festivities ? WhatWhat-

roles
What-

rolesroles do civic , religiousrehgJous and private organizaitons-playorganizaitonsplayorganizaiton.playorganizaitonplayorganizaitonsplay.- in the celebra-

age

celebra-

tion
celebra-celebra -.

tion ? In reviewing allallofotof these factorsfactors,, possibly Itudentsstudents mlYmay deter-

mine
deter-

mine
deter-deter-

mine. . . ageIge groups of people uwho. .. .Ireare. . currently._ . - .. .., .not, . rprovided. . . .... activitiesactivities-
Inin the celebration and for whom such activities may be presented In-

the
inin-

thethe future . Analyzing local festivities can provide., a way for studentsstudents-
toto research and broaden their understanding of localloca1.ctlvttiesloca1ctlvttieslocalactivities.activities wblchwhichwblch-

are
which-

areare usually takentalcen for granted .


