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Affairs CommissionCommissionT-
heTheTh Native Affairs Commission billbillwoosbillwaswaswoos greasedt-

hrough
greasedt-

hrough
greased

through the State House of Representatives recently andand-
it

and-
itit lookedlookedsuspiciouslysuspiciously to , be no accident that it passedpassed-
inin that manner . In its preparation , there was

,
no attemptattempt-

toto consultconsultpeoplepeople who havemight helped to make it aa-
good

a-
goodgoodgoodandandandacceptablandacceptableacceptableacceptable measure for allconcernedallallconcernedconcernedconcernedconcernedespe, espeespe-espespe-
cially

¬-
cially the native people and their leadersleade s . . Furthermore" ,
ititwaswas whiz-bangedwhizbanged- through the State Affairs CommitteeCommittee-
soso fast thatth at there was no chance to offer an/ananyanamend/ amendamend-amend-
ments

amend-
ments

¬-
ments . The fact that ititwaswas virtually sneaked throughthrough-
seems

through-
seemsseems to be a design ofofconvenienceconvenience for thethe-thepresent- presentpresent-
governor

present-
governorgovernor so that ititwouldwould be pliablepliobJe for his purposes ,
whichwhichcouldcould leave out the true needs ofofourour nativenative-
people

native-
peoplepeople .

The provision that the governor make nominations
- -

from names submitted by native organizations is , in itit-itit-
self

it-
self

¬-
self, a considerable loophole . The nominees might notnot-
fully

not-
fullyfully represent the desires ofofourour peoplep'jplepjple') bcause"therebecause-therebecausetherebecauseb cause"therecausethere"- there is-
a

isis-
aa chance that our state executive can find it convenientconvenient-
toto appoint those who would be more favorablefavotabfe to his wayway-
of

way-
ofof thinking . This possibility can point to a serious sitsit-sit-sitsit-
uation

sit-
nation

¬-
uationnation that couldcouldaffectaffect our progress to betterbbettere.rer. _ _

ourselvesCrselvesC-C?- rselves .
It couldcouldcreatecreate future -difficultiesdifficurtiesTties-TtiesTtiesand

-

andandproblemsproblems thatthat-
i

thatC-

ontinuedIi
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)would
)

wouldwouldnotnot bebeeasyeasy-easy- to undo and it couldcouldcreatecreate preceprece-prece-
dents

prece-
dents

¬-

dents that might be hard to retract . The commissioncommlssion , ifif-
finally

if-
finallyfinally established, couldcouldalsoalso be subjectedsubiected to pressurespressures-
legalistic

pressures-
legalisticlegalistic or otherwise , that wouldwouldgreatlygreatly inffuenceinfluence thethe-
commission

the-
commissioncommission members , especially if they were handpickedhandpicked-
byby the governor . If it comes out in this manner , it may bebe-
not

be-
notnot more than a gubernatorial device and this can meanmean-
aa gross miscarriage ofofrepresentationrepresentation . If this becomes anan-
eventuality

an-
eventualityeventuality , the crux ofofourour numerous problemsprobl ems wouldwould-
not

would-
notnot be posedposedadequateLyadequately andan d the solutions offeredofferedcouldcouldcould-
fall

.

fallfallshortshort of the targets .

The commission , if formed , should be made up ofof-
cap.able

of-
capablecapablecap.able. and knowledgeable members who would know asas-
much

as-
muchmuchmuchasas possible the

"
'

needs of their particular areas ifif-
not

if-
notnot allallareasareas . IfIfnotnot , the NACSACNACwouldSACwouldwould tend to half-solvehalfsolvehalfsolve-
the

halfsolve-
the

-

the problems it presents and this couldcouldcreatecreate shakyshaky-
foundations

shaky-
foundationsfoundations for the future progress of the native peoplepeople-
asas wellwellasas the general populationpopul tion of Alaska . IfIfsuchsuchsuchananan-
eventuality

an-
eventualityeventuality occurs , the problems of the state couldcouldwellwellwell-

perpetuate
well-

perpetuateperpetuate and prove burdensome . It may well hamperhamper-
the

hamper-
thethe desire to develop intoinfo a healthy and progressiveprogressivec-
ommunity

progressivec-
ommunitycommunity .

This is the time to looklooksearchinglysearchingly at our nativenative-
peoples

native-
peoplespeoples ' problems . It is time to looklookatat them realisticallyrealistically-
forfor the goodgoodofof Alaska as a whole . To do so can prove toto-
be

to-
bebe a salvationsal vation to the future of the 49th49thstatestate .


