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Guest EditorialEditorial--
EditorialWhoWho Speaks forfor-

Indians
for-

IndiansIndians?
Who speakssp eaks for Indians?

There are many throughout the country including somesome-

organi

some-

organizedorganizedorgani zed Indians groups .

Yet , can anyone , who is familiar with Indian Affairs ,

deny that it is often a scatter-gunscattergun- approachapproachandand thus isis-
ineffective

is-
ineffectiveineffective ? True , Indians have many friends includingincluding-

many

including-

manymany in mass communications media suchsuchasas newsnews-news-
papers

news-

papers
-¬-

papers andandradioradio and television .

They , too often
,

, are not in possession of the factsfacts-
in

facts-
inin complicatedcomplicatedsituationssituations . So , the absurd generalitiesgeneralities-
ofof those with their own motives and powerful lobbys prepre-pre-
vai

pre-prepre-
vail

-¬-
vailvaivailatIIatat the seats of powerpower .

But , don'tdont' underestimate the power of the press . GivenGiven-

the

Given-

thethe run-aroundrunaround- frequentlyfrequently on theseth ese-eseeseaffai- affairsaffai rs the press hashas-
aa disconcerting habit of digging up the truth . Even aa-

small

a-

smallsmallsmallnewspapernewspaper which lifts the lidlidofofofsecrecysecrecy andandcomcom ¬.

placency from intolerable situations can get nationalnational-

attention

national-

attentionattention andand.actionandaction. ...actionaction. .

AAcasecase in point .

The Tundra Times , a free press concentrating onon-
AI

on-

AlaskanAlaskanAIaskanAI askan Indian and Eskimo news , waswrtsW JS recently recogrecog-recog-
nized

recog-
nized

-¬-
nized by a national publication , "TheThe"The Reporter/ReporterReporteras/,"* asas-
being

as-
beingbeing the moving force behind far reaching changes onon-

Alaska's
on-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' Pribilof Islands . In an article in the nationalnational-
publication

national-
publicationpublication entitledentittedentittedClEmancipation"EmancipationEmancipationClEmancipation" Comes to the Pri-PriPri-
bilofs

Pri-
bilofs

Pri-
bilofs

--
bilofs" the paper was creditedcreditedwithwith having spurred twotwo-
investigations

two-
investigationsinvestigations ofofconditionsconditions on these islands in Alaska .

The Tundra Times is a weekly tabloidtabloidnewspapernewspaper run-irunirunI-
ning

runi-
ning

-

ning approximately eight pages a week .

The paper'spapers' editor , Howard Rock , andandanan associate ,

Thomas A . Snapp , gathered information for the expose ofof-

near
of-

nearnear slavery conditions of the Pribilofs under the U.SUS. .

FishFishandand-andandWildlife-. Wildlife Service . The investigation took twotwo-

years
two-

yearsyears .

Following its first expose article the paper was subsub-sub-
jected

sub-
jected

¬-

jected to pressure by federalfederalofficialsofficials . Yet the editorsediforsedifors-

went

editors-

wentwent on with the articles .
I'I-

AsAs goodgoodnewsmennewsmen should .

The national publicationpubl ication stated : "ItItliltliltwas" was this storystory-

that
story-

thatthat inspired two investigations , withwithaa great flurry ofof-

charges
of-

chargescharges , alibis , explanations , apologies , and pledges ofof-

good

of-

goodgood faith for the future and led finally to the passage ofof-

a

of-

aa remedial billbillsponsoredsponsored by Senator E.LEL. . BartlettrBartlett ,
AlaskaAIaskaAI aska , lastIastI ast October ."

The Aleuts of the Pribilof Islands were given a chancechance-
for

chance-
forfor full titleti tltlee to theirthei r homesteads , fullfullrifullrightsrightsri ghts ofofselfself-selfself-
government

self-
government

self-
government

-

government , and full benefits in retirement .

This was despite the federalfederalagenciesagencies balking atat-
giving

at-
givinggiving these peoplepeopl e equalityequal ify andandselfselfselfgovernmentgovernment . TheThe-
writer

The-
writerwriter of the nationalnationalarticlearticle on the Tundra TimesTmesT mes acac-acac-
complishments

ac-
complishments

-¬-
complishments said it may seem an exercise in irreleirrele-irrele-
vance

irrele-
vance

-¬-
vance to concern ourselvesoursel ves withwithaa handfulhandfulofof islandersiislanders-
who

slslanan dersders-
whowho are far off . But , that nothing is too small to be ofof-

concern

of-

concernconcern when it involvesinvol ves human rights and freedom .
'

And . . ., we may add , along withwithourour congratulationscongratulation-
's

congratulatio-
ns

congratulations-
to

congratulation'st- o

to a smallsmallnewspapernewspaper staff , no area in which there areare-
abuses

are-
abusesabuses of these freedoms is too small to escape attenatten-atten-
tion

atten-
tion

-¬-
tion not so long as there is freedom of the press to bringbring-

out

bring-

outout these mattersmatters-
NAVAJO

matters-
NAVAJO

.
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