Akiachak
seeks
IRA status

Editor’s note; In a move
designed to assert its tribal
rovereignty and to protect
Native lands from aliemation
after 1991, the Second Clasy
City Council government of
the village of Akiachak re-
signed recently, recognizing the
tribal governmeni as the sole
voice of the communiry. Ir was
the first time such an event
has ever occurred in Alaska
or perhaps even in the United
Stares. Following is a basic de-
seription of the complications

e which have gsince risen with the
;--“_{-:’__:f‘?é.‘:ai-ﬂ-:“n.trﬁ; o Srate of Alaska. Next week,
"Rl “.,Ef,,--r & rribal leaders and other villag-
Waas R i o0 ers will describe why they rook
: B the action they did. and what
they feel it means to their com-
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By Bill Hess

Tundra Times
Willie Kasayulie carried a red
copy of Webster's dictionary

{ y h - . 85 he walked through the meet.
William Lomack, an Akiachak Elder who served on the city council but who now sits on the IRA council, gives his 0\ o6 the tribal offices

nephew, Jackson Lomack, a ride down the frozen Kuskokwim River. Jackson serves as administrator of the tribal  in (he Native village of Akia-

council. PHOTO BY BILL HESS chak. “I guess we all know the
(Continued on Page Eight)




a resolution declaring it held

the pawer “to delegate author-

ity to phase out the present.
city capital projects and ser-

vices." :

The council also designated
a five-member “‘administrative
team” to carry out the capital

projects and services “until

such time the Akiachak IRA
council and the State of Alaska
negotiate an acceptable solu-
tion to all parties involved.”
The state followed Akia-
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Lewis also said the money
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further action until it can dis-
cuss the matter with the attor-
ney, Kasayulie expects that
the village will probably go
ahead with the petition pro-
cess.

They also intend to stick
with their resolution, he said.
“The city is not really dis-
solved yet,” Kasayulie ex.
plained. “The funding was
the intent of our resolution.
The funding should still come,
because Ray Ekamrak (a mem-
ber of the administrative team)
is still working for the city."”

Although events have hap-
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Now it has really changed.

“There are only two Na-
tives out of seven council
members. We realized that
eventually there would be peo-
ple living in our community
who were non-Native. We had
to do something to protect
our language, our culture, and
our lifestyle.”

A major goal of the IRA
council is to have lands now
held by corporations formed
under the Alaska - Native
Claims Settlement Act of
1971 transferred to the tribe.
Through Association of Village
Council Presidents, the vil-

é

lage' hopes to join with the

other villages in the Calista

region in holding 4 constitu-
tional convention and form-
ing a regional tribal govem-
ment,

The tribes will seek to have

not only village corporate
lands and regional corporate
lands, including subsurface
rights, tumed over to tribal
control. Calista President Alex
Raider has given them favor-
able signs for his cooperation
in such a transfer, Kasayulie,
who is also- chairman of the
AVCP board, noted.

William Lomack, a tribal El.
der who was a member of the
city council and who has since
been elected to the tribal gov-
ermment, advised villagers be.
fore any action was taken that
although their funding was in
danger, the land was more im-
portant than money.

“We had our government
for thousands of years before
there was a state of Alaska or
a United States,” Lomack ex-
plained through an interpreter,
Qur leaders passed good laws.
Our  traditional government
worked good for us then, it
will work good for us in the
future.”

Lomack also stated his be-

lief that events coming in the
near future would cause the

state to return funding to
projects under tribal direction.

He has some ideas on how to Willie Kasayulie (left), chairman of the Akiachak IRA

help make this happen, Lo-
mack said, but for now can dis-

signed.”

Despite assurances from state
officials that Alaska seeks to
work with Akiachak in help-
ing the village achieve self-de-
termination, Peter felt the
freeze action was unfair,

“In a way, the state is say-
ing it does not really trust
the Native governmenis,” he
said. “We have been the inhab-

itants and citizens of Alaska
for thousands of years.

“Why should anybody come.
into Alaska and stay here for
six months, and then deny our
government? If the state is sin-
cere in wanting to work with
us, “'Wr will EO ahead and ac-
cept our resolution.”

Last week, Akiachak was
struck with a dramatic remind-
er of the importance of finding
funds to continue programs al-
ready begun. When the freeze
was announced, a fire engine
was already being shipped to
the community.

It is there now but some of
the equipment to operate it has
not come, and no one has been
taught to use it.

Early Wednesday moming
Akiachak's $250000 power
generating plant bumed to the
ground while spectators gath-
ered around the fire engine,
parked less than 100 feet away.




