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Hearings called by Sen. Murkow. | Shee A ., was s vice: g are.
Frank Murkowski to look into : ; i president, ) +  posals, he said, and more ne
problems surrounding develop- Although Shee Atika vironmental Protection  Loescher said Sealaska has gotiations are necessary

ment of land on Admiralty
Island by Shee Atika Native
Corp. ended Thumday with a
commitment by federal agen-
cies to expedite the necessary
permits for the development,
The hearings, before the Sen-
ate Select Committee on In-
dian Affairs, were held to cre-
ate a formal record of the dif-
ficulties faced by Shee Atika
Corp. over the land it claimed
under the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act.

“Congress conveyed the land
to Shee Atika and has an obli-
gation to aid in Shee Atika's
survival as a Native corpora-
tion,” said Murkowski. *“I have
urged the people of Angoon
and Shee Atika Corp. to re-
solve their differences. | also
plan to review the written rec-
ord of these hearings and may,
il necessary, examine possible
legislative solutions to the
problem. It's important to em-
phasize that this kind of ex-
pensive and time-consuming lit-
igation can have only an un.
happy and divisive effect upon
those most intimately involved
with it — the Natives of South-
cast Alaska.”

Opposition to the land se-
lection, which was intended for
log harvest uses, was spear-
headed by the Sierra Club,
which fought the land develop-
ment on the basis that Admir-
alty Island is classified as a
National Monument, and the
City of Angoon, which stated
its  subsistence lifestyle is
threatened by the Shee Atika
proposal. Angoon, with a pop-
ulation of some 500, is located
on Admiralty Island, some 35
miles from the site of a pro-
posed Shee Atika log hauling
facility. )

During the hearing, witnes.
=es pointed out several times
that portions of Admiralty ls-
land, which is 100 miles and
consists of one million acres,
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“This is a classic case of out-

siders coming into an area, di-

viding its residents, and then
using these divisions for their
own gain,” Young said. “The
Sierra Club, a so<alled public
interest group, is clearly not

acting in. the best interests of

the public here. They are con-
tinuing to defy the will of the
Congress, and are using this
issue to generate millions of
tax-free dollars for their own
coffers, The Sierra Club is
growing rich at the expense of
a small Native corporation
which simply wants to im-
prove the lives of its people
by building a safe, environ-
mentally sound business on its

own land "
“The Sierra Club has re-

fused to accept the decision
of Congress to allow Shee Ati-
ka to develop lands on North
Admiralty  Island,” Stevens
said. I find it appalling that
a national organization would
take it wpon itself to deny
approximately 1,900 Alaska




