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I1 public healthh ealthinin alaska Is at
aa crossroads as the ilsttlacesstate faces

a rising population and shrink-
ingfrig oil revenues dr1oindr john mid-
daugh state epidemiologist
told ait state senate committee
wednesday
t in brief teleconference testi

dionyiionyony be6frethehialthbelfrebeofre the health ed
usationucationdcation and social services
committee middaugh said
budget problems pose a dilem-
maMa 110for preventative health ser-
vicesvilcesvitces just as alaska must weigh
new environmental health and
workplace hazards

very hard decisions are
being looked at and being

madede by health officials he
aldsaid but there now is a veryve y

deflate lack of experexpertiseiise to
face occupational and envir-
onmentalon problems

adaskesalaskasalaskes preventative pro
grams are forced to compete
for money yet all of themth artare
cost effective middaugh said

in the states rabies control
program during the past six
years he said we saved 323.2
million in vaccinevaticine and medical
treatmantreatmintreattreatmentmin t alone

while alaska had the un-
enviable distinction six years
ago of leading the nations
gonorrhea outbreak that rate
in the state has been cut in

halthalf helie said

but competition for money
itIs causing problems hee ex-
plainedlilainedforplained for example vaccines
tojo prevent diphtheria tetanus
and polio no longer areart pro
bidedvidcdvided to private doctors be
causeciusecauseciuse ofa budget shortfall

restaurant inspectionsinspection and
other public health activitiesactivitiactivityes
have been cut he said aandnd
there have been salmonella out-
breaksbr0aks in Fakfairbanksbanks and giar-
dia outbreaks at day centers in
the state

we shouldnt have to have
restaurant outbreaks to remind
us weve need restaurant inspecinspect

tiolionslils he said


