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KaktovikKdluuvrrtK.ktvVik'iliK.ktvVikiliKktvVikili. 'isis a unique cocommunityunity, thethe onlyonlyonlyoneni onee llocatedlocatedtei inInbl*
*iethe Slsupposedlypp d1y pristine-

Arctic

pristinei t '1'e1e1'-

eArcticArctic National Wildlife Refuge ., However , resideresidentsresident's-'thereresident'sresidents'theretherets'
- '
jhcreth r havhave diScov-diScovdiscovereddiScovr- rd thatthatthai pris-

tine
pris-

tine

pris-prisprispris-¬-

tine can be a very relarelativerelativelermve iterm. LiLikeLikemanyUkernanyyillages'kcif6ssUkernanyyillageskcif6ss:
,

namanymanyvillagesyyillagyyillagsi, villagesvillagesacrosssi' across the statestatesstatestheytat ,)theytheyarethey ,aa-

I
are

I.
worried-

about
.worriedworried! rri

.

about tons
,
of, toxic wastwastewaste

. ' left
, . .

behibehindbehind
. ' ld' 1.eyBy

'
recklessrecklesSrecUess'agencjesrecUessagencjes
,. , ,

" , ,

' '

'
'agencies-chiefly'agenciesagencieschiefly'agencieschieflytheagencles-clagenclescl. -rr- ' 1-11IV" ,---chiefly

"
efly

IVv

''thethethe DeptDeptDeptVof.
,
:,.., ofof DeDe-

1
De-

r
De-

fensein
De-DeDe-De¬-

fensefense-infenseinfense--in---in a ' widespreadwidespreawidespreadmockery\mockerymockeryery of ffvienvironmentaienvironmentalvi en jjusticee.!.
. .' . . ;vv-
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Why
,

Why is it that indigenoindigenousindigenouss lands alwaysalwaysalwiys, lolookk sso einpemptempty , so50 unproductiveunpsroductive tto!> thee QOutOut-

siders
Out-Outt-

siders
t-t¬-

siders? We'reWere' not just talkingtalkirig about sceneryscenery-heresceneryheresctnery'here-thesesctnery'heresctneryherethesesctnery'heretheseare-' here-theseherethese--these are the lands thatthai feedfeedfeedandfeedandandand-

nurture

and-

nurturenurture our people , that define ourourur culturescuitures ;andmd very being . The ArcticArct1c tundratundrawaswas never '

a wastelandwastelanduntiluntil DOD arrived to build thethe airfieldsairfieldsofof WorldWorId War II11
'
and'and the early warningwarning-

radar

warning-

radarradar facilities of the Cold War.,

It'sIts' certainly true , but certainly not defensible , that environmental regulation waswas-

not

was-

notnot a high priority during those innocent years of long ago . This has become some-

thing

some-

thing
somesome-¬-

thing of a self-justifyingselfjustifyingseU-justifyingseU- mantra of ageqagencyy spin doctors trying to explain thee sheer vol-

ume

volvoJvol-¬.-

ume and toxicity of the garbage left behindbehind .
'

Here'sHeres' a little test to see how plausible these claimsqaims of innocenceiMocence are : If ththosethsese gen-

erals

gen-

erals

gengen-¬-

erals and projectprojed managers didn'tdidnt' think this stuffwas toxic , whywhy'didn'twhydidntwhydidn't'''didn'tdidnt' they taktake it homehome-

and

home-

andandandstorestore it in their backyards , let their kids play aroundaroundallall those drums of carcino-

gens

carcinocarcino-carcino-

gens
-¬-

gens .

Too expensive to transport back to the states ? Funny you should mention money .,

Today , just as the momentum of cleanup begins to build , we are faced withith a newnew-

crisis

new-

crisiscrisis : The agencies that took years to accept responsibility for the mess they made areare-

now

are-

nownow being robbed of funds to do the joblob bybyaa penny-pinchingpennypinchingpeMypincrungpenny-'pinching'pinching:-' Congress ,. The resresultlt isis-

that

is-

thatthat many projects , such as thosthose in Kaktovik , are being put off fcrffotfor years . In other cases ,

remedies are being cut back from removal or full cleanup to simply burying the toxictoxic-

hot

toxic-

hothot spots .

In any case , it boils down to years more of continued exposure of Alaska'sAlaskas' indig:=

enous peoples to a wide range of hazards they neither asked for norQ!: createdreated .

Alaska Natives , like NativeNativ Americans across the nation , have often given their lives inin-

defense

in-

defensedefense of their country . Their patriotism deserves a better thanks than being exposedexposed-

forfor the rest of their lives to the poisonous leachates ofofmolderingmoldering defense installations .

ComCommonon senssensesense fish markemarketingmarketingO-

ur
ing

,

Our thanks to Sen . AlAI Adamsdams of Kotzebue forfot:., introducingintrQducingintrgducing SenateSenat Bill 255 ,. This measuremeasure-

would

measure-

wouldwould amendamendstatestate statutes by allowing the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute ttotopro-
mote

topro-topro<tpro-tprotpro-
mote

,
pro-

mote
pro-pro--

mote Alaska seafoodseafoodonon a regional basis . CurrentlyCurrently"ASCurrentlyASCurrentlyA," ,
,ASMI$ II J1lus\J1lusInustJ1lususrnustjUse\, ususe, aengenericenericri Pphrasesfas s ,

like Alaska sockeye salmon , Alaska scallops ., Under the Adams proposalproposal , seafoodseafoodseafoodcouldcould .,

be promoted under labels.suchlabelssuch., as l:JiiususkpkwimIcuskokwimo kings.orkingsorkingsQT
., KvicKyjdhajtYiC4Riyer4 , RiyerlUyer sockeysockeyess,;: *

According to a sponsor statement providedprovidedprovlae'dprovlaed' by SenSen'AdarnsSenAdarns. '"
°Ad'aAdaAdams' ns :;: ' " *, ". '

""TheThe existing framework for marketing salmon producproducedd inIn.AlaskaInAlaska,.Alaska waters assumesassumes, jassumesthat, that generic productprodud promotionsprodibtions will inincreaseinreaserease overallbverall6verallbverallsalsalsaless , thereby providingroviding JenefftsBenefitsbenefits ',

to fishermen from allallregionsregions of the state . While this works toto somesomsome; extent and is aa-

necessary
'
,.

necessarynecessary part ofofanan overoveralllImarketinglImarketing program , regional
''dididisparitiesdisparitiespariti s in the costs,,

ofof-

productionproduction and transportation require that in certain areas niche marketing efforts bebe-

undertaken

be-

undertakenundertaken . Promotion by brand names willwillstillstill be prohibited .

n"n-

OurOur thanks as well to Representatives Irene Nicholia , Richard fosterFoster , Ivan Ivan andand-

Don

and-

DonDon Long for co-sponsoringcosponsoring- a companion bill , HB 504 , in their chamber .


