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rganization
uVU-l'CUUuVUl'CUUlCUUuVUl'CUU-

organlZ

-' !

organlZorganizationti n that representsrepresents
,
the Elders of ..

.
the IInteriort io tegregioniregion! nnofof MashAlaska , announcedannounced-
the

announced-
thethe developmdevelopmentnt of a new projectRroject too help
preservepreservehelppreservetaditraditionaladionatraditionalcultureona! culture and traditionaltraditional-

ways

traditional-

ways
traditional

ways of life . The prprojectj ct is titled ""Th'eThe"Th'e-

Sp

"The-

Spirit

"TheThe
'

SpSpiritt OfOfOrOurOurr Ancestors "". AAthabascanAabasanabasan( Cul-

tural

Cul-

tural
CulCul-¬-

tural Preservation Program .

The Administrations For Native Ameri-

cans

Ameri-

cans
AmeriAmeri-¬-

cans (ANA ) has awarded
.,.-
a

a

large portionportion-

ofof the funding that Denakkanaagakkanaaga appliedapplied-

for
applied-

forfor in October 1995 funding cycle .

""TheThe Spirit Of Our Ancestors " projectproject-

hopes
project-

hopeshopes to achieve four goals . They are :.

Provide governance within the Na-

tive

Na-

communitv

Na-

tive

Na-Na-

tive communitvcommunity for the use andandevolutionevolutionevolution-

ofof Native culturecuJture ;

To empower the Elders in their tratra-

ditional

tra-

ditional
tra-tra¬-

ditional role of transmltransmittingg the laws , cuscus-¬-

" i$ . <! , - , - .
.

(ropistomsOIDS andandvaluesvalues
.

of AthabaScAthabascanAthabascann ccultureltufej ;

To make accessible the preservationpreservation-

efforts
preservation-

effortsefforts that havehave: already been done , 50-

that
so50so-

thatthat usersusers of the culture may have avail-

able
avail-

able
availavail-¬-

able these rrichchandrichandch and irreplaceablejrreplaceable materi-

als

materi-

als
materimateri-¬-

als , andandsoso that future developers ofofculculcul-

tural
cul-

tural
cul-cul¬-

tural materials can buildbuildonon the base thatthat-

already
that-

alreadyalreadyalreadyexistsexists ; and
To equip village personnel with thethe-

highestquality
the-

hlghesthlghesthighest-qualityhighestquality- uality program models , Infonna-

tion
informa-

tion
informaInfonna-Infonnainforma- ¬-

tion on resourcesreliources , and the networkingnetworking-
ability

networking-
abilityability to share directions andandsolutionssolutionssolutions-

toto problems .

The "'"SpiritSpirit'Spirit Of Our Ancestors " projectproject-

will
project-

willwill work to preserve Traditional InteriorInterior-

Native
Interior-

NativeNative Culture in a number of differentdifferent-

ways

different-

waysways . The firstnrst will be to inventory exist-

ing

exist-

ing
existexist-¬-

ing culturalculturalresourcesresources . Upon this inven-

tory
inven-

tory
inveninven-¬-

tory , and with Elder interviews and input ,

DenakkanaagaDenakkanaagDenakkanaagawillwillwillcompcompcompileJ a book onon-

Athabascan
on-

AthabascanAthabascan lawsJaws , customs andandvaluesvalues . InIn-

addition
In-

additionaddition ,
""TheThe Spirit Of Our Ancestors "

project will form and maintainmainaln! a cultural-

review
cultural-

review
cultural

review board that willwUl recommend poli-

cies
poli-

cies
polipoli-¬-

cies for the
.
use ofofcultureculture in the region .

Part of this .processprocessprocess will include the re-

search
re-

search
rere-re¬-

search ofofrecommendedrecommended policies for vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
vil-vil¬-

lage preservation efforts and looking at-

vil1age

at-

village
at

villagevil1age based preservation projects in-

other
in-

other
in

other regions to see what has or has not-

worked
not-

worked
not

worked for them .
""TheThe Spirit Of Our An-

cestors
An-

cestors
AnAn-An¬-

cestors " project willwillequipequip vil1ages-

through
villagesvil1agesvillagest-

hroughthrough village development sessions andand-

aa quarterly newsletternewslener . This will enable the

village to canycarry out their own villavillagee basedbased-

preservation

based-

preservationpreservation efforts .

In order to make ""TheThe Spirit Of OurOur-

Ancestors
Our-

AncestorsAncestors" project successful ,

Denakkanaaga willwillneedneed the input of thethe-

Elders

the-

EldersElders andandmembersmembers of the Interior NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

Na-Na¬-

tive communities . Denakkanaaga encour-

ages
encour-

ages
encourencour-¬-

ages people to drop by and say hello toto-

the
to-

thethe staff and to give their input on whatwhat-

direction
what-

directiondirection theytheywouldwould like to see '""The-

Spirit

"The-

Spirit

'TheThe"The
Spirit Of Our Ancestors " project move . AnAn-

Open
An-

OpenOpen HouseHouse-isHouseisHouse'isHouseis-'is tenttentativelytively being plannedplanned-

inin March . Denakkanaaga'sDenakkanaagas' offices are lolo-

cated
lo-

cated
lo-lo¬-

catedcatedatat 409 Fourth Avenue in FairbanksPairbanks ,

Alaska .


