
State ,, sue to stop lease sale
the Associated Press
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Sarah ChadsChasis , an attorney for

the Natural ResourceResources Defense

Council , one of the groups

bringing suit.suit.
The lawsuit was Hiedfiled in the

U.S.US.US. . Court of Appeals for the
District of Columbia.Columbia . Joining

Alaska.AlaskaAlaska., California and the
North Slope BoroughBoropgh were

CenaliulrlitCenaliulriit , a coastal resources

board representing people in

the Yukon and Kuskokwim
Delta area ; the Natural ReRe-Re-

sources Defense Council ;

Friends of the Earth ; the Sierra
Club ; Trustees for Alaska; the
National Wildlife Federation ;

the National Audubon Society
and \hh\the Conservation.Conservation. Law

Foundation of New EnglandEngland.,.
The environmental groups

said theythey were worried about
the potentialpatential for catastrophic
oQoil spills.spills. They said this danger
was even greater In the waters
off Alaska, where , ice and
heavy seas would make clean'cleanclean.'.
up harder.harder.

The groups claimed that
Watt'sWatts' leasing program would
offer for lease areas contain'containcontain-'-
ing "somesome" of the world'sworlds'
greatest fisheries , seabird colcol--

onies and marine mammal
habitat.habitat. "

Watt, in adopting the leasing
program Wednesday , said it
would be carried out under
"rigorousrigorous" environmental concon..
trols.trolstrols-.-" The programprogram calls for

makingtbittionb Uionacrei
,acres; an area

equale'QtraleQtral
'

to halfhalf"thehalfthe:," the land-
.lan-
d

land.land.. massmass of
the United StitesStates , available for
leasing "kk"(ft 41'41' --sales-ale- salei, ,beginning

nixtnext month.month. ,
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of fiverive tales'talesWes'Wes' scheduledichedule'dicheduled for
frontier areaareas ::; ' Norton Basic
(November 19821981) ; SbSir"GeorgeSirGeorge:,

"

George
Basin near Bristol BayBay'Feb-Bay'FebBayFeb'

., ((Feb -

ruary 1983) il; Barrow Arch
(February 1985 andnd February
1987) and the North Aleutian
Basic (April 1985).

The state(tate ofbf AlaskaAlasks went to
court in 1980 toto fight the DeDe--

partment of InteriorInterlor'aInterlora*'! then
1980-1985198019851980.198S1980198S-. offshore-offshoreoffshoic- lease
schedule proposedbyproposed ,

;by the CarCar--

ter administration : ., The state
amended its suit'InsuitInsult"InsultIn'"

198119$1191$ after
Watt proposed thethe'turrenttheturrent'

,
current: acac-ac-

celerated schedule thatthat added
five newnew'salesnewsales'sales ofFo'f'Alaska-o'f'AlaskaofAlaska( ' '

Alaska.Alaska.-
The state won the case in

October, whenwhets thethe'' court oror'or'
dered Watt t0to revise the(he schedsched--

ule and follow .statutorystatutorytatutory., pro'propro.'.
cedures for balancingbalancing.environ-balancing.environ,. environ -

mental concerns withwlth the popo--
tential for oil and gas , discovdiscov--

eries.eries.

Shortly before the state won
the case.casecase ., Watt agreed to honor
Hammond'sHammondsliammond'sliammonds' requestsreguests to delete
a lease sale scheduled for the
North Aleutian Basin , which
allows entry into , seven so-so-

called frontier areasarefis ,; previouslypieviously
closed to oaTad'ad' drillingdialling : '


