Notesfromﬂm

annual CHA
A.w:rr § quuel is now part of
history, | won't give out all the
detais now — the CHA report
will cover the fun. But | will
take the opportunity to ex-
press some of the serious — and
not so serious — observations
| made that evening.

My first observation is thai
this banquet confirmed my
suspicion that the way to any
health professional’s heart is
directly through the stomach.
I had always figured our staff
~goeetings were well attended
. because  free donuts were
+ served. But when | gazed out at
i the foomful of people attend-
; | the banquet and realized
- that despite an open invitation
" to_many people, fully 90-95
' parcent atterdees were work-
ing in Ild‘lh ot health related
felds, the realization truly
' struck home.

‘Health people will go any-

where, anytime, anyplace if
"you throw in a free meal. |
- wonder If there is some l.ih‘-'p

:m 1 wonder d" the Fldt

a study of it?
.aln ray, the other fact that
truly lrunk home that night
was the special feeling of to-
getherness and pride that per-
meated the room. There were

no doctors, nurses, CHA's or
administrators in that room -
there was only people who
cared and pulled together be-
cause had chosen to make
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caring their profession.

Being a typical ltalian, |
couldn't quite control the
teary-eyed, lump in the throat
feeling that crept up when |
realized how many people in
that room had been working
iogether in health on the
MNorth Slope for Sor 10
years or better.

We've been together while
we grew from a group of
crazed hospital personnel and
dedicated CHA's — (circi 1970)
- trying to be all things for
all needs, to a roomful of
specialists with skills to admin-
ister 10 a multitude of needs.

Not bad in 10 years.

3o, even though that dinner
was especially for the CHA's,
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“and even though they d-l‘.'-

served every minute of their §

time in the spotlight, I'd
like to extend that spotlight
to everyone in that room -

from Charlotte Allan Rodgers, ¥

RN who has nursed at the Bar-
row Hospital longer than even

she will admit, to Donna }
Neakok Miller, who started as §
8 nurses aide and now ad- §

ministrates over eight programs

providing for the health of the [

people, 1o our Mayor Eugene
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comments made his commit-

ment 10 his people’'s health
very clear.

All things considered, we're
not doing too bad. In fact, i

we're doing pretty darn good!
Til next month . . ..




