Winners All

Welcome to the 1981 World Eskimo-Indian Olympics.!

Whether you are sitting an the UAF auditorium watch-
ing these games or sittimg at home listening to them and
watching them on television, we welcome vou to this
annual re-attirmation of the strength of our traditions.

You will watch and hear about the athletes who jump
the laghest, pull the hardest or carry the heaviest weight,

But these games are more than just the names of the
First-place winners.

Phe truth of the matter and  the wportant thing
about the Olympic wanes s that everyone who partici-
pates, everyone who we 1 helps out, s
4 winner because they have participated i an evenl
which reaftfirms thewr cultural hertage.

[he games serve 1o highlight Native cultural values
and give the spothight to excellence in traditional athletic
events and everyday skills. A skill as invaluable as fish
cutting or seal skinning may not be consudered very glam-
arous by outsiders but to the Native peoples of Alaska it
15 g necessary part ol our hves and one which should be
sustained and supported.

The sewing contest in which three ladies sat for hours
patiently stitching beautitul mukluks is another part of
our hives which should be spotlighted and shown to the
world

Onee apam this vear many villages sent large dance
proups Lo the pames 1o provide one of the most spec-
tacular and moving parts of the games. Those dance
proups ik members as voung as 3 years and as old
as 105 and oftered cach partapant the chance  to
learn from ther ceperiences and from ther elders

[he experience of participating inan event whicl
Allows us toomect with peoples of other villages, iribes
and - cultures s one wlhich can only strengthen us and

Mk e us wWiser
|.|'

irbwrpating meoan event whach reatfirms our cal-
tural trachitions and values s pood for young and old

Amd allowing  the public o participate m and
watch an event whoch lughlights our cultural values is
aogoend way 1o protect our culture by showimg out-
siders the tradibional vilues of Tnendship, ot friendly

cd trelp ol competinom and of respecting our heritage
feosewrns that ol tewr gy outsele athlehie events
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0o Boskd Tivad all Do oo v | ol wlhio worked so
hard to put s sach o wondertul and well-organized event

was o volur tee  That i oiselt s something that should
be applauded

St. there as no one winoer 1 these pames. We are
dll winners for having competed m, worked  with or
walched the games.



