
Winners All
Welcome to the 1982 World Eskimo-IndianEskimoIndian- Olympics.Olympics. !

Whether you arcare sitting inm the UAF11AF auditorium watchwatch--
ing these games or sitting at home listening to them and
watching them on television , we welcome you to this
annual rc-alTirmationrcalTirmationre-affinnationreaffinnation- of the strength of our traditions.traditions.

You will watch andanti hear about the athletes who jumplump
the highest , pull the( lie hanlesthardest or carry the heaviest weight.weight.

But these gamesgame'game', arc more tlunthen lust| iist the names of the
1'irst-pljie1'irst1irstpljiefirst-placefirstplace' - winners

) lie trutlitruth otof the matter .mdmdanti. thetile importanttrnportant thing
about tliethe Olympic games is that everyone who participartici--

pates , everyone who watJieswat-hiswathis- , everyone whowife ? helps out , is
a winner because they have participated into an event
which reaffirms their cultural heritage.heritage.

The games serve to highlight Native cultural values
and give the spotlight to excellence into traditional athletic
events and everyday skills A skill as invaluable as fish
cutting or seal skinning may not behe considered very glamglam--
orous by outsiders hutbut to the Native peoples of Alaska it
is a necessary part of our lives and one which should be
sustained and supported.supported .

The sewing contest into which three ladies sat for hours
patiently stitching beautiful mukluks is another part of
our lives which should he spotlighted and shown to the
world.world.

Once again tinsthis year many villages sent large dance
groupsgr0Ups to the panicsgames to provide one of the most specspec--
tacular anti! moving parts of the games.games. Those dance
groups liadhail ineml-ieisinemlieisnlemhets- .isisas. young as 3 years andanti as old
js, is 10S jnilanti olleiedoffered cadieach participant the Jiance to
learn trointrim] their experiences and fromfront their elders

() helie e\penenceepenenceexperience\ olof participating into an event which
allows us to meetinert with peoples of other villages , tribes
and cultures is one which cancall only strengthen usu5 and
makem4ke us wiser

ParticipatingI'arttcipatingIarttcipating' inIll ,111111nn,, event which realreaffirmsfirms our nil-nilCul-Cul-
luraltural traditions andanti values is good lorfor young and old

AiulAnti allowing the publnpuhli-puhli-, to participate inill anddntl
watdiwdtL1l jn,Ill evenievent wliii.hwliiihwhich. highlights out cultural values is
.11.,r goojgttI) ) ( \v.iyv.iyway\ . loto protei.1protei1protect. our culture by showing out-out-
siilrissiders tlii.tliithe.

' iraditionaltraditional \iluesilues\AIllt'sAIllt'sAIllts\ , ' oof( friendship , otof friendly
.niilniil. , nil lielpl.illielplilIlelittl) ., i.nmpetitnminmpetitnmcrrllletrltII. ) ) ( ) and olof icspeitmgrespecting our heritagellentlge,
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So.SoSt ) ., lieictheir( is no one winner iiill these games.games. We are
all winneis lorfor having competed in , worked with or
watched thetile gamesgames. ,.
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