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P.HOTOBYBILLHESS\1P.HOTOBYBILLHESS1P.HOTOBYBILLHESSPHOTOBYBILLHESS1PHOTO. BY BILL HESS \? ? ?'WhenWhen Fred BiaimB"B191'im'pOgifidimpOgifid?pQtted this" skinloatskinboat? , nuwnow displayed at the Anchorage InternationalIntemational AirportAirport.,. he was inspired toJto
write a poem.poem.

_ j

' '., .
f

SinrockSinrock - InupiatInupiapwtt, , ,

, poet lookslQoksat
y-

change.
y-

changeat change .

I

'BvBv'
BYfilLLHESS( BILK.BILK. HESS

Tundr'TundraTundra' TimTlm4of

Driv" Al/ - down Seventh, AAvenuevenuil
'II' saw a-a ikinboat1kinboat0ttingfitting
,fandfi a rack
OutfideOutside the museum.museum.

Why was ftit there }?
It thoutdshould be at lea.leasea.sea..

It'sItsIt1'! on display
To showchow thfthe visitors
VhatWhat a sktnboatskinbodt looks like.like.

HowIfow It isit made.made.
What it Uis made of.of.,
HOWNow times have changed ,

Yesterday , the ikinboattkinboat was
used

For continuinccontinuing, a lifestyle.lifestyle.
Today , it ,sitstits outside a
museum
To ,showchow how it was used
in a llfestyle.llfestylelifestyle .,

A museum ikinboat.ikinboatsklnboat.sklnboat .

Fred SIgjim9Wim wrote the Above
poem ohon June 8, 1981.1981. Many,

years before that.that., the skinboats
in his life did more than plant
a vague image of past days in'in'

someone'srnind.someonesrnind.someonesrnind' .

"II"1 think the most vivid
mernurymemory II have is with a skin"skinskin-"- ,

boat , " explains BigjimBigjim.ashortBigjimashort., a short ,

well-groomedwellgroomed- InuplatInupiat whosewhose

high'modemhighmodem' education is rere.re.

flectedfleeted in his speech and manman.*.

ner.nerher.her. "OneOne" time we , went to
Wales ,*"* he recalls the days of
his childhood , before he knew
what the halls of upper learnlearn--

ing looked likelice and when the
English language"language" whichwhich'hewhichhe

'he now
speakfspeaks aD fluently'wasfluentlywasfluently ', was"sinwassin" still? a
foreignforelgrt tongue.tongue. "WalesWales" waswatt a ,

veryvery traditional v9hge.v9hgevillage.village.;,
, "MostMost"MoatMoat" .of/the.ofthe.ofofthe., of/, ; the homes'were'homeswerehomes'homes' were'were'

sodsod.sod. houhoiriesbiinvesbuflt-likeesbufltlike, ,
- lice Igloos.Igloos...

I Jer6ei'.rememberremember. iberstaying.stayingstaying., In'Iniii' those,

iodsod houses , using seal oil lampslamp'lamp '

for ,
, fight.fight)lght. WoWe , went out one

time ,, walrus hunting , and we
injured as walrus.walrus"walrus"

., We thought
'-
but

b-

ut'
itIt'It' waswas ,,,, dead ,, but ttIt wasn't.wasnt.wasnt' .

WhenWheniwe.Wheniwe, we
.
pulled up to get ItIt.It,.

It slashed the{he skin boat ! "
Output Inm the sea, the , cold

Bering Sea , where a young
boy could easily drown.drown. "WeWe"
saved ourselves ontm an Icepack.Icepack.,

('we'we'we' ' includes BigjimBWim , his stepstep-*-

fatherfither, aIi : cousin andand'otheritiandotheriti' ,
".otherother.,

since forgotten) "WeWe" pulledpalled the
boaiboat uptip anditnd patched ; ft.ftit.it.. We'We'
always carried a spare skin withwith'with'

,,

us.usus.us. Then we chased the woun-wounwouw-

ed .walruswalrus.;walrus ,;' caughtought ttit , , "andand'kndknd"'
brought it back.backhack.: IfIt was freezing

,
but theretheret! It) t seemed like'dsysjlikedsysjlike 'days

, but Itit'warbrilyitwarbrily'
;: wa 1 onily , aboutabout'' a 'two'two'two"' '"

§
' to three daydaytimelime period.periodperiod-.-*"*

BigjimBigjhit recentlylegently completed a
,

it , ()Ibpokook,; which1whic'whic
'
' wedsweds' ' hihis I-'owrI-owrf-lown'

,
poetrypoetry with-'photograph-

s

wit-
h

'photograph-

s

photograph-

s

with - photographs colco

lected IronImm various sources.sourcesources ,. in ,

.whichwhich., .hehe.he'createfhecreatef*' creates vignettesvignettes'afvignettesaf' of
such pjut'daytpjutdaytpW''dayspWdays' ' , andandcontiasts,.contrastscontrasts.

them with thffthen aometlmessometimes far-farin-in- -,

comprehensible changesbhanges i which.which.,

havehive fallen , on his people.'Allpeople.AllpeopleAll. '

the'the' '

'heedsheedsneeds' to do nowroar is'fittdIs'isfittdIs'findfind'
, '

publisherpublisher'' wfflingwilling ,'tcTtcT' d printfi td,#and
'-
market

m-

arket
'
market the book.book.. '

Bifijim'sBifijimsBigjim'sBigjims' own"lifiownlifiown " life hashas changedchanged'

.centuriescenturies., In thethe"threedecadesthethreedecades"
three.tlecadMthreetlecadM.

;,
since .thethe. the walrus-huntingwalrushuntingwalms -hunting inciiiiciw

dentdent.dent,. .H#1e A"nowAnowis ,

"

now the
"

, directol'directolAlrectof '

, , of cross-culturalcrosscultural'cross-cultural'cross' - educationedu"catloneducatlon , atit ,

Sheldon.Sheldon., JacksonJackson VQIIegeSIiiCpHege'CpHege
'

'
,
,; In,

Sitka.SitkaSltkai'HisSltkaiHis., 'His own Jijgher
,

hjg6r'formalhjg6rformal
, formal

.
? educationiducatlon has jomd fromShel"fromShelfrom She ? "'
, , dottdoff Jacksin-tbeJacksintbeJ1.ackson-theJ1.acksontheJ1.acksonJ1acksonthe.,

( ,; - .UniversityUniversity1Jntvyyisity.-
of;,

.. . ' ' " . -
' ? "" -

.

Vt'

' , , w o

.*.' _. - - .. . _l-.te.Slte.Sl.te.SteS|-. .

Alaska , SufTexSuffex law school andacid
Harvard.Harvard.

BigjimBWim has three young
iontons ofhisof,his own, of whom he

, speakspeakswkhwith great pleasure.HispleasureHispledsure.HispledsureHis. ,,

wills'willswide , ts'ts' of?
Irlsh-CitholicIrlshCitholicltish-Catiolic} an-anan.-.

ceitry.ceitrycestry.cestry. " He 'haha
' ha; ,cuco-authorcdcoauthorcd-tuthored-stuthoreds-l

bookhook , "LetterLetter"LettersLetters" ; to Howard/Howard'Howard"' /"'
fortot which he has receivedreceived
acclaim , but'butbutt' no money.money. Alaska
Methodist'Methodist' University Press
picked up aOalt the expenses in-inin.-.
vohredwolved with publishing, that
book , and BigjimBlgjirn turnedtamed the
copyright over to them.them. The
book has.hashas ., been a consistent
sellersellei , bufAMUbut AMU press does not
have an "-

aggressive
a-
ggressive'aggressiveaggressive

"' marketing
"" "

policy , '"a6a6 the numbers sold
havehave been small.small.

BigjbnBigpnthopeshopes Sinrock"Sinrock"SWock"SWock*"* " -

named for the place of his
birth and early childhood will

i
'bebe'; be.be. picked-picked- up by a publisher
who cancan give it good exposure

Inart b6thbath Alaska and Outside

.markets.markets.markets.
markets.markets. '"One.ofOne.ofOneof"OneOne"

.-of
o- f. 'thethe' the prob

'lamslams' lems is that ,
publishers do nolnot

publishpublisli-'poerntpublisli'poerntpoernt- ' poem '-with
w-ith'-with
w-ith' ; 'anyany' any enInk

thusiasmthuslasm unless1unless yoyou.you* ., are a
knownknown poet"poetpoet!" Bigjim nluses.nlusesreuses.reuses .
' Perhaps.PerhapsPerhaps-.,-

, ,
but

,
Bigjim cercet,

tainlytinly has writtenwdttenwbh, with enthus,
;, lasm.lasmIasm.Iasm... In '-thet-he'the

,
poempoem , "SinrockSinrock"SiiSii" rock ,

MyMy'LoveMyLove' Love,*"* he likens the splen-splenspied.spied-.
ardot( dorof, bf'thibfthi'the placewhereplace , white heIii waswas

bom'bombiim'biim ' In a tent -onon-
, on i, the beach

withwith'thatwiththat' .thatthat., of "Greece'Greece*"*Greec ' and the
, islands of {thefie 'AegeanAegean' '""SesSes"

$ea;

New England , in'inIn ',
'
the ;4' fall.fall.

Pifthrpiftr} Avenue , art-NewartNew-

, New ; York ,
The.The., BostonBoston .Common.Common.CommonComrnon.Comrnon., .', State '

'-
Street

S-

treet'

Street'Street' h'hhi' ChicagoChtcagd , LagunaLagurw
' " ' '

Beach ' .-ii. . , ,
" '

ut howltogt quicklyqukklylife
,
life change4changed

1 for the people of little Sinrockl
jh8t'

?
That is what, BigimBigjim( attemptatiempt '

?. ,to portray'portray' , "I'mIm"l'mlm"' " '
,

not saying'saying'

the'chingethechingethe ,
'change Is illall bad , but at thethe

(;''lamelamesine thnethneZ it can'tjbecantjbecan'tcant' , be all thatthat
'goodgood' , the author explains.explains.,

\' , r"lwanktarlwankta;-II-" :wamto[ , show different
' h.irtggs.hirtggs.hirtggs. . Thejraged'hehe' Irage4y, pf0 alcoholalcohol.alcohol,.,' .-
things.

t-
hings.

t-
hings.'" " ,' ' ' " '" ',1'-

1"

1-

1

'* '
,

* "

; t,

t' .,; IC

,

t.t. 'l-'ll' -

and how Itu is destroying the
human being.being."' In one of Big-Big-

jim'jimjim'sjims' poempoems , hehe'' visit'visitsvisits' "down-"downdown" -

and-outsandoutsandouts"livingandoutsliving- "Uving on Fourth AveAve--

nue.nue;. They wear thethq biblical
names such as Matthew , MOMS.MOMSMoses.,

Luke ,, and AbrahamAraham brought to
them by the Christian'nimion-Christian'nimionChristiannimiont"hrist1adjnIthrist1adjnI" ' bWn-bWn- '
ariesariei ind'indand their'their'' -anteante-,

, once IndepenIndn-Indn* -

dentdent , lifestylcffestyle'onffestyleon',
, on the )landand andand

seasei'sei' has , beenbeeri , replaced bygone, /.
never envirsiohedeitvirsfoaed by thethe evanevait-ievaiti-

gelistsgeliats ,: who , .enteredentered.irnteredirntered. Native
lands determined to'to' improve
thetheAotlot of what they thought
toto be a backward people.people.,

11"II" also want to show the
changerchange'change' that I see, from where
1I was as a boy , to where 1I am
today.today., In just that brief period
of .timetime'time.' !? " BigjimBlgjirn lived; full-full-
time in Sinrock-Sinrock- until he waswas
sevenitien years old.old. "MyMy" whole
rearing was off the countryeouiitry ,; tl

he remembers.remembers. "TheThe'The"' traditionaltraditional..

Eskimo lifestyle ; thethe basicbasic food'foodfood
;'

source : the'animalstheanimalsthi ' animali'the"animalithe,
'

the
*" seaate ,

the fish in theAha jiver, river , birdbirds toW; '

the''i.thei.theithe'',. , spring'berriesspringberriesspring , 'berrles'andberrlesand
' 'and wfldwild

'
greens.greens. It,, participated-.inparticipated.inparticipated.ininpaitlcipateln'thepaitlcipatelnthe$ -,.

, the'the'
'

gathering of all , thesethese'' food
sources.sources. I traveled by dog team
to Teller , -WalesWales- , , and Shish-Shish

'
-,,

maref.marefmover.mover.*"'
. ,

But the outside world ew.ewen-en-.. '

croached , and BigjimBidirn moved
with his family to Nome.Nome., 16ad

that .he'.hehe., he'he' could attend school.school.
JEach'-tot-o'
Eachiununersummer , they returned

6 Sinrock , ,
and ' followedfogowed the

,

-oldold-
old lifestyle.lifestylelifestyle.Unt31lifestyleUnt31. ?Until jhe* waswas 10 ,,
Then hfahis stepfather'stepfather' 'drowneddrowned' ,
'and'and' and'hisandhis' his

,mothermothei
, .waswas.wayway
. hospital-1hospital1- ,

JEzedlied with 'tuberculosis.tuberculosis.tuberculosis'
; .:

* BigiiniSwim
waswas sent to a childrenschildrens'*' board-boardboard4'board4- '

ing1ng homehome .InIn., In'In' UnalakleefjndiUnalakleitjondi,

attended four-yearsfouryearsfouryeari-, bf3of'achoot3ofachoot'
school

atWhitat White Mountain.Mountain. FfaiaHyFlnillj , his"hishis-
"-

.
mothermothet was-'ieleasedwas-ieleasedwas.itleasedwasitleased'. fromthefrturithb; , ;,

,
hospital-hospital,;- andin4 ;) Bigjimtljt'resumedtljtresumed'

, returned
.toto. ,

Nonie'tyhereNonietyhere0"101" ; .wherewhere.
'

'he.compleiedhecompleied.,
,

highhigh schoolgrthootr,
,s-.Thes-The. Tlw,

"'
'
,''-adaptation

a-daptation'
idaptsifour,4oidaptsifour4oo ?,, new-new-,..***

. ' -: - \ , - -,* -

s '

vl

(

worlds did not come easy.easy.

Bigjim recalls the subsistence
activities , such as the walrus

, hunt.hunt. "II*"*! enjoyed It so much
that when I was in the chilchit
drens'drensdren ' ?humesome , I( Just .couldn't.couldntcouldntcouldn't., '
adjust totfor , weeksiveekst! That"ThatThat'"' free
spirit'spirit' thatHiss -1111- ' I 'had-'hadhad'had - became
structured !,; ThereTh'Th' i was scheds6hed *

Hiedpled time.time.,
Time.Time. to get up ,

time to eat , to gogo to bed , tot6
pray.'topray.topraytopray .,

'to go to school !

"IIy" I spoke only InuplatInupiat until
I went to school.school. Then there
was 'nono' special help to learn
English.English. No tutors ;, no aids, no
bilingual program.1'program.1program1program.program. '"'

"II"1 try to reflect through
my poems the way I1 envision
the change that happened to
me.me., Each poem has a message
in it.itit ., " Writing the poempoems has
clarified what has happened in
Bigjim'sownmind.Bigjimsownmind.Bigjimsownmind1igjim's1igjims# ' own mind.mind..

ewi'4'141' became more and more
aware , of change asis I sat and
wrotewrote different poems.poems.. It

Whelped' helped me'meme"'" see more clearly

-whatwhat- "whatwhat" ha$ happened totd Alaska

t Native culture.culture.'"*
BigjimBigjirn wrote -LetterLetter"LettersLetters-" to

HowardHoward"*" along with Jamelathes Ito.ItoIto-.-

AdkrwhfleAdlerwhile hewashe
;,
was working onm

his mastersmaster's' degreedegies hIn ArtAM
and Sciences at Harvard.Harvard. In it ,

he tookthetook ; the rolesole 01U an , elderly

,EsklmoIEskimo,,,'

,
.NauNau.NsuggaNsugga. a'a',

, "Ciuherput.Ciuherput.Ciuherput'ClunerputClunerput
"'

.,

'andand'and.and.'' ., hishis , lassmateIassmatet Ito-AdlerItoAdler--

"'
,

thethe'' rolerole'' of Wally
,
Norton.NortonNorton4.; a

yiSTAw6rkerMSTAworker, ,who Iu thethe'tinlythetinly'only
'personperson' rson living inlei'lei' Uithifictitious( , fictitious

?? landand'sands*' End VillagerVIU'ageVIUage
'

:, ' tt.tt,.l , ; .
'

, laIn thethe'' letterletteis6, witteaWritten .0rom0rom.
from

?"MarchMarch
F"Maicf'30,1973Maicf301973* ''30 ;, .,

(973973( , to'Nov.toNov.toNovto'Nov.Nov. 26 ,

Bigjim-Bigjim
-

takes ;
, ia 'hardhardlwrd' look at

whatwhat 'tome.tome.tome'somesome' ., ptPG 'HheHhe'Ithet,6hlmaterIthet6hlmaterUltimate, ?

' 'Implications'Implications' ' ofof"
" thithe Alaska'Alaska'Aliskii'Aliskii' '

,

Native'Native' Claims Settlement-ActSettlementActSeitlemerit-ActSeitlemerit-

,
could ,

he.he. Jhe''hehe' lettenletters , were

published IriIn'thiInthi' the'JundratheJundra' Tundri TiroeTimes'Times'

,

., .b/.editoib.editoi.bb.editoieditoibpedltor/;. Hidend founderfoundeffl6watd, ticiwar ,
,

jRock.jRockRock) ., .ManMan
.,
Many',4Many4' , i ( Bibb'sBibbsBidlnws'Bidlnws' '

spectspecs

-ifmifm-
''ulatlona'ulatlona'utattioniutattioni

.' . -1111-
',, iwith"problemiwithproblemwitlr" ,, Wbkmi* ' -'

,

' In' I
,

\

'
volved in the Act - such as

difficulties and limitations on *

Native land selections - have

proved to be on target.target.
'

That book waiwrittenwas! ,written by
a young Eskimo pretending to ij

be in'inerr' old manrnan looking atit the d|
futurefuturo with , ikcpticskeptfo wonderwonder.wonder.

nientmeet.meet. "Sinrock"Sinrock" " was written
by an older , but hardly-oldhardlyoldhardly Told- , i,

Eskimo looking at the past ,

present , and future , and trying
to decide how he and his i

people fit in.in. Now , if only the
right publisher can pick it up , ,

maybe we all can get a chance l

to read it.it.

Your shores hide the Eskimo'sEskimosEskimos'
past.past.,
CovertnfCovering ftit with undisands of time.time.

Every once In a while.whilewhile .,
You uncover jewels of relics ,

As ifU to remind the world
ThaiThat onceonce.once., In timcitimes past,
Eskimos shared the shore with
you.you.,

When 1I wetwas nine
II walked your shores
NeartyNearly every day.day.

Once, II found a baby seat
WhenWhen7approached.When7approachedI approached.approached.
ttIt looked at me
With teeritears into Its eyes.eyes.

The EskimoNskirno in me saUsaid ,

"TakeTake'Take"' ttft forforftiits fur and Kver.Kverfiver.fiver. "

The child In me said,
"rneedrneed"?need to care{are for it.it. '"

.Eskimo.Eskimo.Eskimo., Eskimo .,
,, Sea4Seal, :

' Tcif'etherTcifetherTogether' a culture.culture..
,'So1'So1So"So'

"' interwoven Welike braided
haif.haifhob.,

Sheddintshedding the same kind of
.;;- tears

Thethe child in me carried the
featseal
And It disappeareddisappeared offof the
'''BertnlBertnl'BeringBering Coast,!

MTheThf Eskimo , In(n meme wentrit withwith,
ft.ftit.

,fBertBerint;.
: woas

,
-66- , iF,'WW' AtomW;
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