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mWeWe hope it'sits' just rhetoric, TonyTonyB-

yBy decliningdeclininBdecliningto, to hear an appeal of the KatieKatieJohnJohn case , the U.SUS. . Supreme CourtCourt-

has
Court-

hashas cleared the way for the federal government to take over management ofofsubsissubsis-

tence
subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-¬-

tence fisheries in certain navigable waters . This results from the state'sstates' continued failurefailure-

toto complycomplywithwith federal law by protecting priority access to fishfishandandandwildlifewildlife for sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence harvesting .

The state has vowed to continue the fightfiBht once the federalfederalmanagementmanagement mecha-

nism
mecha-

nism
mechamecha-¬-

nism are in place . WetiopeWenopeWe'hopeWehope' this is chiefly a rhetoricalrhetoricalreactionreaction springing from thethe-

agony,agonygony of legallegaljdefeatlegal.defealegaldefea.defeat , for clearly the state has lost this significantsign.ificant. battle .

To continue the legal contest would be a costly anjandanp hopeless enterprise whichwhich-

would
which-

wouldwould poison the alliance the Administration, has trietriedtriei) iosoo hard to cultivate withwithruralruralrural-

Alaskans
rural-

AlaskansAlaskans . It might be another matter if some adadntadvantageadntge:?anfagege could be gained in develop-

ing

develop-

ing

developdevelop-¬-

ing a statewide consensus on the subsistence issue . But continuing the challenge ofof-

the
of-

thethe KatieKatieJohnJohn decision is unlikely to produce even political benefits '
, for the whiningwhining-

urban
whining-

urbanurban hunters who so doggedly oppose Native subsistence cultures certainlycertainlywon'twon'twontwon't-

reward
won't-

reward

'

reward Knowles for taking such a standstandwhenwhen they haven'thavent' forgiven him for drop-

ping
drop-

ping
dropdrop-¬-

ping the state'sstates' challenge of the Alaska National Interest Lands ConservConservationtion Act..

InsteadInsteadofofofmoremore legallegalwranglingwrangling , let'slets' devote the time and resources of the DeptOept.,.

of Law towards the development of that elusive statewide consensus on subsistence .


