
Dear Senator : Don'tDont' gut fish laws
by Cristina MormorunniMormorunnl and Fred MunsonMunson-

GreenpeaceGreenpeace Fisheries CampaignCampaig-

nTheThe last thing the American publicpublic-

expects
public-

expectsexpects from the 104th Congress is envi-

ronmentalJy

envi-

ronmentally
envienvi-¬-

ronmentallyronmentalJy friendly legislation , but thethe-

U.S

the-

USU.SUS., . Senate may be ready to deliver justjust-

that
just-

thatthat.. The MagnuspnMagnus9nMagnuson Fishery ManagementManagement-

andand Conservation Act (S.39)S.39S39(5.39)5.39539. ) is expectede2Cpectedelipected toto-

reach
to-

reachreach the Senate floor soon . The U.SUS. .

House of Representatives passed its ver-

sion
ver-

sion
verver-¬-

sion (H.RHR... 39)39) last fall .

The Magnuson Act was enacted in

1976 to protect .U.SUS. . waters from foreignforeign-

factory

foreign-

factoryfactory trawlers and established a 200-mile200mile2oo-mile2oo200mile-

U.S

2oomile-

U.S

-

U.SUS. . Exclusive Economic Zone . At thatthat-

time

that-

timetime , the Act also provided loans for U.SUS. .

fishermen andandcompaniescompanies to enter the fish-

eries

fish-

eries
fishfish-¬-

eries now vacant of foreign industrialindustrialvesves-

sels

ves-

sels

vesves-¬-

sels ., Finally , the Act establishedestablishedregionalregionalregional-

fishery
regional-

fisheryfishery management councilscoundls for continu-

ing

continu-

ing

continucontinu-¬-

ing management of U.SUS. .. fisheries . For thethe-

past

the-

pastpast four years , debate has continued forfor-

the

for-

thethe current reauthorization effort .

In the same two decades , U.SUS. . fisher-

ies

fisher-

ies

fisherfisher-¬-

ies have seen the introduction ofofmultinamultina-

tional

multina-

tional

multinamultina- ¬-

tional ccompaniesmpanies , fishing leviathans whowho-

exploit

who-

exploitexploit the fisheriesfisherieswithwith litlittlelitee regard for the-

health

the-

health
the

health of fishfishstocksstocksstocksandandandwhosewhose lobbyistslobbyists-

have

lobbyists-

havehave beenen manipulating the legislative propro-pro-
cess

pro-
cess

-¬

cess in Washington , D.CDC. . and the manage-

ment
manage-

ment
managemanage-¬-

ment process in the regional councils ., As aa-

result

a-

resultresult , the ccouncilsuncils have spent more efforteffort-

working

effort-

workingworking on behalf of the economic healthhealth-

of
health-

ofofofaa few large corporations than for the biobio-biol-

ogical

biol-

ogical
-¬

logical healthhealthofof our marine resource . TheThe-

result

The-

resultresult : collapsed fisheries and decimated-

fishing

dedmated-

fishing

decimateddedmated
fishing communities .

The shortcomings of ththe-thethp-thpthecurrentthpcurrent- current

Magnuson Act continue to endanger ourour-

fisheries

our-

fisheriesfisheries . Equally important , because thethe-

Act

the-

ActAct has been manipulated to favor onlyonly-

economic
only-

economiceconomic efficiency , failure to amend thethe-

law

the-

lawlaw could lead to further industrializationindustrialization-

ofof our fisheries . The industrialized fleet ofof-

factory

of-

factoryfactory trawlers , owned by multinationalmultinationa-

lcorporations

multinationa-

lcorporationscorporations andandotherother overcapitalizedovercapitalized-
fishing

overcapitalized-
fishingfishing fleets , could dominate and possi-

bly

possi-

bly
possipossi- ¬-

bly own exclusive rights to fish our oceansoceans-

at, at the expense of the fishfishstocksstocks .

Another victim of fishery industrializa-

tion
industrializa-

tion
industrializaindustrializa- ¬-

tion are traditionaltraditionalsmallsmallsmallscalescale fishing com-

munities
com-

munities
comcom-¬-

munities . Although some criticize the nono-

tion
no-

tion
no-no¬-

tion that fishing communities can be stewstew-

ards

stew-stew-
¬

ards of the ocean , they are far more trust-

worthy
trust-

worthy
trusttrust-¬-

worthy andandcapablecapable than Wall Street drivendriven-

corporations

driven-

corporationscorporations .

. In late 1995 , the House of Represen-

tatives

Represen-

tatives

RepresenRepresen-¬-
tatives passedpassedaa :;strongtrong reauthorization ofof-

the
of-

thethe Magnuson Act.. The H.RHR... 39 gives clearclear-

directions

clear-

directionsdirections to regional councils to stop over-

fishing
over-

fishing
over-

fishing
over-over-

fishing , reduce bycatch andandwastewaste ofofununun-

wanted
un-

wanted
un-un¬-

wanted fish , protect ocean habitat and toto-

stop

to-

stopstop large corporations from gaining exex-

clusive

ex-

clusive

ex-ex¬-

clusive rights to public fisheries by stop-

ping
stop-

ping
stopstop-¬-

ping Individual Transferable Quotas . AnAn-

additional
An-

additionaladditionaladditionalamendmentsamendments wouldwouldrequirerequirerequire-

consideration
require-

considerationconsideration of fishery-dependentfisherydependent- com-

munities
com-

munities
comcom-¬-

munities and ppreserveeserve our nation'snations' fishingfishing-

heritage
fishing-

heritageheritage . The Senate is now considering aa-

similar
a-

similarsimilar Magnuson reauthorization billbillandandand-

should
and-

shouldshould pass itit..

It shouldshouldnotnot be surprising , then , thatthat-

Washington

that-

WashingtonWashington Senators Patty Murray (D) andand-

Slade

and-

SladeSlade Gorton (R) are bowing once againagain-

to
again-

toto the pressures of the Seattle-basedSeattlebased- fac-

ory
fac-

tory
facfac-¬-

toryory trawl fleet.. Because his fish-wastingfishwasting-

...8-.Abb-8.Abb.88.AbbAbb8 -.. -
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constituents don'tdont' want this improved-

Magnuson

improved-

Magnuson

improved
Magnuson Act to disturb their strangleholdstranglehold-

onon our fishery managers , Senators GortonGorton-

isis threatening an antiMagnusonanti.cMagnusonanticMagnuson*. filibuster-

on
filibuster

on the Senate floor..

To compromise our fisheries for thethe-

shortterm
the-

shorttermshort-termshortterm- economic benefit ofofaa factoryfactory-

fleet

factory-

fleetfleet is a bargain we can ill afford ., Fisher-

men
Fisher-

men
FisherFisher-¬-

men , fishing organizations and fishingfishing-

communities

fishing-

communitiescommunities from New England to Alaska ,

as well as the public and environmentalenvironmental-

organizations
environmental-

organizationsorganizations , recognize the need for a

strong Magnuson Act.. We recognize thatthat-

to
that-

toto restore the healthhealthofofofourour oceansocean and thethe-

dignity
the-

dignitydignity ofofourour fishing communitiescqmmunities , thethe-

Senate

the-

SenateSenate needs to follow the House of Rep-

resentatives
Rep-

resentatives
RepRep-¬--

resentatives with a strong billbill-

The

bill-

The

bill-

TheThe first environmental billbillwithwith the-

potential

thethe-

potentialpotential to pass this Congress must not bebe-

compromised
be-

compromisedcompromised .. The unique opportunity to-

save
toto-

savesave our fisheries and jobs in our fishingfishing-

communities
fishing-

communitiescommunities presented by this MagnusonMagnuson-

reauthorization
Magnuson-

reauthorizationreauthorization needs the support ofofourourour-

senators
our-

senatorssenators from sea to shining sea The fufu-

ture

fu-

ture

fu-fu¬-

ture and healthhealthofofofourour seas dependdependonon it


