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Festival- - - should be about unityunity-
II, If"

Student Planning '''CommitteeCommittee'CoolmitteeCoolmitteeCommittee-

Festival
.

FestivalFestivalofof Native ArtsArts-

University

Arts-

UniversityUniversityUniversityofof Alaska FairbanksFairbanks-

Dear

Fairbanks-

DearDear Committee members ,

The Festival of Native Arts (FNA) isis-

a

is-

aa tremendously demanding project.. We ,

the undersigned , would like to commendcommend-

you
commend-

youyou for stepping forward and getting inin-

volved

in-

volved
in-in¬-

volved in this event.. As the weekend propro-

gressed
pro-

gressed
pro-pro¬-

gressed , we are sure you felt a sense ofof-

accomplishment

of-

accomplishmentaccomplishment for your efforts . This feelfeel-

ing

feel-

ing

feel-feel¬-
ingingwillwillwillcarrycarry eacheachofof you forforaa long time .

Our hope is FNA will continue forfor-

many

for-

manymany years . Because ofofourour dedicationdedic.ttiondedicttiondedication. ,

we wish to address some issues ancb"bf-

fer

ancftf-
fer

andbf-
fer

andbf-andbfancb"bf-ancb"bfancbbfancftf-ancftf"? -

fer suggestions to continuously improveimprove-

this

improve-

thisthis event..

As with any public eventevent of this size ,

you , the organizers , are dealingdealingwithwithwith-

many
with-

manymany different ideals and beliefs . At thethe-

same

the-

samesame time an institution for higher learn-

ing

learn-

ing

learnlearn-¬-

ing suchsuchassuchas.UAFasas.UA-

F

asUA-

F. UAF exists so different ideasideas-

and
ideas-

andand beliefs can be openly expressed .

Barriers to this freedom ofofexpressionexpression lieslies-

with

lies-

withwith the leadership and the decisiondecision-

making
decision-

makingmaking process . We have received feed-

back
feed-

back
feedfeed-¬-

back from others andandmanymany relationshipsrelationships-

have

relationships-

havehave bebeqibees strained by the set up this year .

The set up (where no pow-wowpowwow- takes

place) is most unacceptableunacctptableunaccdptable! . The purposepurpose-

of
purpose-

ofof FNA is to unify , not separate . Our inin-

tent

in-

tent
in-in¬-

tent is to explain how our relationship hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen strained and how we cequidcoulduld repairrepair-

that
repair-

thatthat relationship . We would like to adad-

dress
ad-

dress
ad-ad¬-

dress : decision making andandresultsresults , what-

is

what-

is

what
is a pow-wowpowwow- , Festival format problems ,

andandvisionvision for future Festivals .

Decision making and resultsresults-
This

results-
ThisThis year your committee made two-

decisions
two-

decisions
two

decisions which could bring devastating-

effects
devastating-

effects
devastating

effects on future Festivals ., One , dance ,
groups wouldwouldnotnnott be allowed to havehave-

their
have-

theirtheir invitationals on stage . Two , FestivalFestival-

will

Festival-

willwill not have a pow-wowpowwow- . We are left withwith-

the
with-

thethe perception that decisidecisionn were beingbeing-

made
being-

mademade by a small groupgroupwithoutwithout gatheringgathering-

allall the data andandwithoutwithout being informedinformed-

about
informed-

aboutabout all the issues . This left many peoplepeople-

feeling
people-

feelingfeeling pushed aside andandalienatedalienated . TheThe-

foundation
The-

foundationfoundation of ddecisioncision makingmakingwithinwithin thethe-

Native

the-

NativeNative American communities is rooted inin-

being

in-

beingbeing allallconclusiveconclusive andandutilizingutilizing consen-

sus
consen-

sus
consenconsen-¬-

sus . The process this year (perhaps sincesince-

the
since-

thethe ,inception of FNA) is contrary to thethe-

traditional
the-

traditionaltraditional Native decision-makingdecisionmaking- ¬-propro-

cess
pro-

cess
pro-pro

cess where allallsidessides are heard before aa-

decision
a-

decisiondecision is made . This disparity showsshows-

poor

shows-

poorpoor leadership surrounding the commit-

tee
commit-

tee
commit-commit -

tee .
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We are happy to see you have recon-

si

reconrecon-recon-

sidered

¬-

sisideredere the first issue anandandareare not goinggomggoing-
to

gomg-

toto mention no invitationals on011 stagest1ge; . FirstFirst-

of
First-

ofofofallall , no committee has the power to tell-

Native
tell-

Native
tell

Native dancers not toioto invite people to-

dance
to-

dance
to

dance with them . . Native invitationals are-

the
are-

the
are

the catalyst (foror unity . Asking Natives notnot-

to

not-

toto do so drives a wedge into that expres-

sion
expres-

sion
expresexpres-¬-

sion ofofunityunity andandreeksreeks ofofarrogancearrogance and-

poor

and-

poor
and

poor judgment..

We are appalledappalledatat the idea ofofnotnotnot-

having
not-

havinghaving a pow-wowpowwow- . We do respect youryour-

steadfastness
your-

steadfastnesssteadfastness ofofmakingmaking a determination-

in

determination
in adhering to itit.. Again , the decision hashas-

left

has-

leftleft many people feeling pushed aside and-

alienated

and-

alienated
and

alienated , not to mention what has spilledspilled-

onto
spilled-

ontoonto the big drums . Saying no pow-wowpowwowpowwow-
brought

powwow-
brought

-

brought those feelings simply and plainlyplainly-

because
plainly-

becausebecause those are pow-wowpowwow- drums . That-

is

That-

is

That
is what those drums for tobig are - pow-

wow
powpow-pow-

wow
¬-

wow . On Saturday , we felt we were there-

for

there-

for

there
for show .

'" What Is a pow-wowpowwowpow-wowlpowwowl- ? '\

An inter-tribalintertribal- pow-wowpowwow- is mainly toto-

unite

to-

uniteunite different tribestnbestubes and allow them toto-

have
to-

havehave a good time together , at the samesame-

time

same-

timetime it recognizes that tribes have their-

own
their-

own
their

own songs and dances . Like thethei-

nvitati

thei-

nvitationalsinvitatiinvitationalsnals , the pow-wowpowwow- is a vehicle forfor-

unity

for-

unityunity . It is not to replace the songs andand-

dances
and-

dancesdances ofofanyany individual tribal group .

Further , it is participatory andandnotnot a per-

formance
per-

formance
perper-¬-

formance or a show . It is for all peoplepeople-

toto take part in . The songs are for the most-

part
most-

part
most

part vocables , meaning there are nono-

words
no-

wordswords or have very few words in them .

;ThisrhisPhis is so that any tribe couldcouldsingsing thethe-

songs

the-

songssongs , unlike tribaltribalsongssongs that only belongbelong-

toto their tribe of origin . Its beauty andand-

strength

and-

strengthstrength come from the unity it brings toto-

all

to-

allall tribes , even those Gaelic , Celtic , Ger-

man

Ger-

man
GerGer-¬-

man or other ethnic groups .

The pow-wowpowwow- has spreadspreadallallallacrossacrossacross-

the
across-

thethe United States and Canada . In the last
15 years or thereabouts , the pow-wowpowwow-

came to Alaska ,. So it is no longer ,a
""LowerLower

48 thing .
" In fact , the majorityajority of

.,
thethe-

drummers

the-

drummersdrummers andandparticipants-'-participantsparticipants'participants are now-

Alaska

nownow-

AlaskaAlaska Natives .

Festival format problemsproblems-
InIn the past , the pow-wowpowwow-- drumsdrums-

were
drums-

werewere a part of the FestivalFestivalmuchmuch like thethe-

other
the-

otherother groups on stage . This went againstagainst-

the
against-

thethe pow-wowpowwow- as being participatory . So ,

it was decided that the big drums would-

give
wouldwould-

givegive up their time on stage in order toto-

have
to-

havehave a pow-wowpowwow- . The pow-wowpowwow- was thethe-

last

the-

lastlast event of the Festival , taking place on-

Saturday
onon-

SaturdaySaturday night-earlynightearly-- Sunday morning . It-

started
ItIt-

startedstartedstartedaroundaround 11 p.mpm. . - 12 a.mam. . and lastedlasted-

until

lasted-

untiluntil 2 - 3 a.mam. . Disgruntled people didn'tdidntdidn't-

like

didn't-

like

'

like FNA endingendingwithwith a pow-wowpowwow- , so the-

powwow
thethe-

powwowpow-wowpowwow- was moved to Saturday after-

noon
after-

nooI
afterafter-¬-

noonnooI! . Now , Festival is saying no pow-

wow
pow-

wow
powpow-¬-

wow . It is our experience that this waswas-

the
was-

thethe wish of a few peoplepeopk from the begin-

ning
begin-

ning
beginbegin-¬-

ning . It is disheartening that now thethe-

majority

the-

majoritymajority of Festival pow-wowpowwow- participants

'.
lose out , because a fewfew'peoplefewpeople''-people

p- eoplepeople do notnot-

wish
not-

wishwish to share hiin the glorygloryandandandstrengthstrengthstrengthofof-

the
ofof-

thethe pow-wowpowwow- .

Historically , Alaska Native dancesdances-

were
dances-

werewere like the pow-wowpowwow- . TheyThey.wereTheywere..werewere moremore-

participatory
more-

participatoryparticipatory and notnqt performances oror-

shows
or-

showsshows . UnfortunatelyUnfortuoately , we have allowedallowed-

others
allowed-

othersothers andandourselvesourselves to reduce our dancesdances-

toto performances . Are we yielding to thethe-

voyeuristic

the-

voyeuristicvoyeuristic tendencies ofofanotheranother culture ?

On Saturday , when invitationals were toto-

occur
to-

occuroccur , dance groups continued much the -

same way they do during the evening-

sessions
eveningevening-

sessionssessions .. InvitationsInvitations-wereInvitationswere-were only extendedextended-

during
extended-

duringduring the last songsongoror two . As Natives ,

we must empower ourselves and imple-

ment
imple-

ment
impleimple-¬-

ment steps to reverse the attitude that our-

songs
ourour-

songssongs and dances are merely shows .

Vision for future Festivals-

Future
Festivals-

Future
FestivalsFestivals-

FutureFuture planning needs to include asas-

many
as-

manymany people as possible . Early in the fall ,

perhaps , a questionnaire could be sentsent-

soliciting
sent-

solicitingsoliciting ideas from all previous dancedance-

group
dance-

groupgroup leaders .

We strongly recommend the dancesdances-

be
dances-

bebe movedmovedoffoff the stage , and the pow-wowpowwowpowwow-
be

-

be reinstatedreinstatednextnext year . This willwillrequirerequirerequire-

moving
require-

movingmoving the Festival back to the Patty gymgym-

or
gym-

oror another location . This wouldwouldalleviatealleviatealleviate-

the
alleviate-

thethe problems ofofstagestage fright , fire andand-

safety
and-

safetysafety hazards during invitationals , andand-

our
and-

ourour dances not being participatory . TheThe-

original
The-

originaloriginal pow-wowpowwow- organizers are to com-

mended
com-

mended
comcom-¬-

mended for being forthright in establish-

ing

establish-

ing

establishestablish-¬-

ing the participatory nature of pow-wowpowwow- .

Hopefully , other dance groups may folfol-

low
fol-folfol-

low

¬-

low suit.. When all people are given thethe-

opportunity

the-

opportunityopportunity to dance withwithallall the differ-

ent
differ-

ent
differdiffer- ¬-

ent groups theytheywillwill be too tired to com-

plain
com-

plain
comcom-¬-

plain about equal time . This may elimi-

nate
elimielimi-elimi-

nate

¬-

nate any undercurrent feelings of jealousyjealousy-

that
jealousy-

thatthat we believe have underminedunderminedeffortseffortsefforts-

of
efforts-

ofof unifying the people ..

ConclusionsConclusions-
AA decision making process that enen-

compasses
en-

compasses
en-en¬-

compasses open communication betweenbetween-

many

between-

manymany people willwilleliminateeliminate dance groupsgroups-

trying
groups-

tryingtrying to second guess the intentions ofof-

the
of-

thethe student committee .

We as Native people must regainregain-

control
regain-

controlcontrolcontrolofofofwhatwhat our dances should be . We-

can
WeWe-

cancan only gauge that by looking at whatwhat-

they
what-

theythey have been , then decide for ourselvesourselves-

what
ourselves-

whatwhat they are to be now and in the fufu-

tute

fu-

tute

fu-fu¬-

turetute .

'

Today , the pow-wowpowwow- is a valuevalue-

shared
value-

sharedshared bybymanymany Alaska Natives . That willwill-

not

will-

notnot change anytime in the immediate fufu-

ture

fu-

ture
fu-fu¬-

ture , in fact it has grown in recent yearsyears-

and
years-

andandandwillwill probably continue to grow .

Sincerely ,

Walking HawkHawk-

Drum
Hawk-

Drum
Hawk-

DrumDrum GroupGroupmembersmembersmembers-

Fairbanks
members-

Fairbanks
members-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska


