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an international ban on disposal of
plasticasfeplasticyyasicai at sea that went into ef-
fectfec this week could be a big helhelp to
alaska c9mmei61afmfieinieacommercial fishermen who
are losingslosinglloslosijitnuingl 3 millionillioniflion fishfihfddiscardedto discarded
plasticnetsplasticplasticnetseachnets each year

the problem for the marine
ecosystemccosyitii Is thatthat1thata plastic nets and
otherothcrothar solidsoliawlidwwastesastes can remainremain in the
oceans rortor unlimited amountsmountsqfof time
killing marine and other mammals in
what is calledghostcalled ghost bishinfishinfishings 0

environmentalenvironnientalorganizatl6iisorganizations havewe
estimated that plasticlutsplastic betsluts cut loose
or lost ita sea kill up to 750000
seaseabhdsseabirdsbirds moremorc thanthu 55090 DUs por-
poise and as manymimy as 5009050080 seals each
yoyear

the ban on plastic waikwaetcwaeta dttposald4osal
which affects eyeeveryry seaoiflgpoiriea poirig vessel t
was signed by 30 cottfttricscoikrfes the

certifyCRWW on afpf ONate8te
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continued from page oneorle

agreement bans the disposal of
plasdcbagsplastic bags and six pack binders
as well as plastic nets used by com-
mercial fisherifishermenfien i

the 6ilrdburdenenonon enforcing the
waste disposal ban will fall uponiipocipo the
US coast guard

research efforts into the damage
to the marinemarine ecosystem caused by
plasticlastic waste disposal have been
limitedrimitedrimilimitedted

but it is estimatedthatestimated that each year
9 million tons of solid waste pro-
duced in the united states alone
are dumped at sea

six million more tons are ac-
cidentallyci or deliberately dis-
charged into the ocean by merchant
ships

fishermen worldwide lose in the
neighborhood of 100000 tons of
fishing gear

commercial fishermen support
the international ban not conlonlonly
because the roving nets kill 2fish
which could have been harvested
but because the nets also create pro-
blems for vessels by tangling in
propellers


