International ban
now in effect for
disposal of nets
by Steve Pilkington

Tundra Times reportier

An international ban on disposal of
plastic waste at sea that went into ef-
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But it is estimated that each year,
9 million tons of solid waste, pro-
duced in the United States alone,
are dumped at sea.

Six million more tons are ac-
cidentally or deliberately dis-
charged into the ocean by merchant
ships.

Fishermen worldwide lose in the
neighborhood of 100,000 tons of
fishing gear.

Commercial fishermen support
the international ban not only
because the roving nets kill fish
which could have been harvested,
but because the nets also create pro-
blems for vessels by tangling in

propellers.




