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Fienup-Riordan said a number of
factors have contributed to the
development of the Western concep-
tion of Eskimos as naturally peaceful,
including:

*The initial peaceful encounter with
them,

*The extension of descriptions of
Canadian Eskimos to them.

*The tendency to extend observa-
tions on Eskimo interpersonal rélations
to characterize intergroup relations.

*A desire to see hunting societies in
general and Eskimos in particular as
““an original, primitive image of

“mm'" replace the

*“The point is not to pic-
ture of the peaceful Eskimo with a pic-
ture of a violent one,’’ she said.
““‘However, to understand interper-
sonal vhlm:'; and politically ag-
gressive acts by Eskimos today, it 1s
e-sential to understand the interper-
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A Native pen and ink sketch depicting commercial whaling activities in Alaskan waters is among recent additions to
the permanent collection of the Anchorage Museum of History and Ant. The sketch, done in the late [9th century by
an unknown artist, is believed to be a Western Alaska whaling shore station.




