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“Wave at the camera,” A newlyborn bearded seal pup appears to be waving in this picture with Ed
Muktoyuk of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration pilot Bill Harrigan. Muktoyuk and Harrigan were part of a team studying the bio-
logy of seals and seal movements in the Bering Sea. The information from this and similar studies
will be used to minimize the effect of offshore development on marine mammals. Alaskan and

federal biologists are cooperating in the study,
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Hearings on 200-Mile Fishing Limit Plans to Be Held
in Sandpoint, Kodiak, Anchorage and Petersburg

Public hearings are scheduled
in August in four Alaskan cities
and Seattle, Washington, to ob-
tain comments on possible joint
U.S./foreign fishing transactions
within the 200-mile fishery con-
servation zone Harry Rietze, Re-
gional Director of the National
Marine Fisheries Service's Alaska
Region has announced the hear-
ings are being held jointly with
the North Pacific Fishery Man-
agement Council who will con-
duct hearings on two fishery
management plans-Gulf of Alas-
kas Trawl Fisheries and Alaska
Tanner Crab at the same time.

The National Marine Fish-
eries Service, a part of the
National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, has re-
ceived several applications re-
questing permission for foreign
vessels to process and transport
to foreign countries fish caught

by U.S. fishermen. Other ap-
plications request permission for
foreign vessels to catch part of
the fish "designatéd for U.S.
fishermen; this catch then
would be transported by Ameri-
can vessels to U.S. on-shore pro-
cessing plants.

National Marine Fisheries
Service is concerned that such
transactions may result in over-
fishing and disrupt the manage-
ment system established unde
the Fishery Conservation and
Management Act of 1976.

Some of the foreign process-
ing vessels hold permits that en-
title them to operate in the U.S.
conservation zone. At present,
foreign processing vessels with
permits to operate within the
zone are not restricted as to
whose fish they process as long
as ‘they comply with the pro-
visions of the permits.

The Service is actively seek-
ing, on a nationwide basis, pub-
lic comments of these potential
problems before any policy de-
cisions are made,

The hearings on joint US./
foreign fishing ventures and
fisheries management plans
are - scheduled as follows:

Petersburg, AK, August 3 -

City . Council Chambers,

9:00 a.m.

Seattle, WA, August 5 and 6

SEATAC Hilton, 17620

Pacific Highway S., 9:00
a.m, :
Anchorage, AK, August 22 -
Supreme Court Chambers,
New State Bldg., 3rd and
K,9:00 a.m.

Sand Point, AK, August 23 -
City Hall, 9:00 a.m.

Kodiak, AK, August 24 - Elks
Club, 9:00 a.m.




