
RuralRuralschoolschool boards-
demand

boards-
demand

boards
demand LindLindresiLindresignationresiresinationresignationnation

By STAN JONESJONES-

ThreeThree rural school districtsdistricts-
whJch

districts-
whichwhichwhJch held an unprecedentedunprecendentedunprecendented-
joint

unprecendented-
jointjoint meeting in Kotzebue rere-

cently
re-

cently
re-re¬-

cently voted atIt that gathering toto-

request
to-

requestrequest that State CommissionerCommissioner-
ofof Education Marshall LindUndLind-

tender
Und-

tendertender his resignation . The acac-

tion
ac-ac¬.-

tion came on the motion of RoRo-
bert

Ro-RoRo-
bert

-¬-
bert Schaeffer , Northwest Arc-

tic
ArcArc-¬.-

tic School Board Member , andand-

Wilt

and-

walwasWiltwal . supported .unanimouslyuna.nlmouslyunanlmously byby-

the
by-

thetheYukonKoyukukboards of the Yukon-Koyu-YukonKoyuYukon-Koyu-- -.
kuk and Bering Straits districtsdistncu .

The vote of the Northwest Arc-
board

Arc-
tic

Arc-
tic

Arc-Arc-
tic" : board was also unanimous ,
withnil thithethetheexception: exception of Chair-

woman
ChairChair-¬.-

woman June Nelson , who abab-

stained
ab-ab¬.-

stained because of her member-
of

member-
ship

membe-
rsl

member-member-
-slship'- 'p- > of the istate* *board- - ' ofofed- ' eded-

ucation
ed-ed- ' .-

ucationtion .
Discussion preceding thethe-

tJuee.board
the-

threeboard.three-boardthreeboardtJuee.boardtJueeboard- vote cited aI long his-

tory
hishis-¬.-

tory of difficult relations bebe-

tween
be-be¬.-

tween the DOE and the ruralrural-

districts
rural-

districtsdistricts . Schaeffer said that thethe-

REAA's
the-

REM'sREAA'sREAAsREM'sREMs' have had to fight thethe-

DOE
the-

DOEDOE bureaucracy for everythingeverything-
they've

everything-
they'vethey'vetheyve' gotten , and he accusedaccused-

the
accused-

thethe CommlSSCommissioneroner of doubledouble-

talk
double-

talktalk .

The two pointspomts of ddifferenceTerencedifference-
which

Terence-
whichwhich seemed to loom largest inin-

the
in-

thethe minds of the board membersmembers-

involved
members-

involvedinvolved the federal Office ofof-

CJVIl

of-

CivilCivilCJVIl RightsRWits and the Hootch

case . One board member saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat Lind had promised the JUra-

leducators
ruralJUralrural-

educatorseducatorssupportthemin private to supportsupport-
themthem in a. battle over regulationsregulations-
required

regulations-
requiredrequired by the OCROCR,, and hadhad-

taken
had-

takentaken exactly the opposit posi-

tion
posiposi-¬.-

tion in public .

Schaeffer said that LindUnd hadhad-

made
had-

mademade commitments to AlaskaAlaska-

Legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal ServicesServiAea: in-in-inthe- the HootchHootch-
case

Hootch-
casecase whichwhJch he couldcou1d not meet .

The focus of irritation in thethe-

Hootch
the-

HootchHootch case is regulations rere-

quiring
reore-rereo-

quiring
¬-

quiring community involvementinvolvement-
inin planning and evaluatingevaluating-

school
evaluating-

schoolschool programs in the vDlage-

Legal

villagesvDlage-vDlage'-.

Legal Services sought toto-

expand
to-

expandexpand and tightent1ghten those regula-

tions
regularegula-¬-

tions , and the revisedrevisedversionversionversion-

sought
version-

soughtsought by Legal Services waswas-

promulgated
was-

promulgatedpromulgated by the DOE forfor-

comment
for-

commentcomment by the REAA'sREAAsREM'sREMs' and-

other
and-

other
and

x--otherother> ther interested parties . TheThe-

llate
The-

statestatellate Board of Education laterlater-

defeated
later-

defeateddefeated the proposed regula-

tions
regula-

tions
regularegula-¬-

tions..

LindUnd was not available foeforfor-

comment
for-

commentcomment , but Deputy Commis-

stoner
Comnus-

&Jonet

CommisComnus-ComnusCommis-¬-

&sioner&JonetJonetstoner Bill Thompson said thatthat-

Lind
that-

UndLindUnd had never engaged in dou-

ble
doudou-¬.-

ble talk ., He also pointed out-

that
out-

that
out

that rulemaking by the statestate-

DOE
state-

DOEDOE is subject to the Admini-

strative
AdminiAdnAdmini-niSl-

ratlve
ni-ni¬-

strativeSlratlve Procedures Act , whichwhich-

specified
which-

speciflldspecifiedspeciflld! how state agenciesaRencies are

todurmgthecollectconect public input duringdurmgduring-
thethe regulatory process .

The three boards at thethe-
Kotzebue

the-
KotzebueKotzebue jointjomt meeting also vot-
ed

votvot-¬.-
ed in favor of 100100%% state fund-

ing
fundfund-¬.-

ing of all school programs inin-

AIasIca

in-

AlaskaAlaskaAIasIca . At present , the statestate-

foots
state-

footsfoots the entire bill in the bush .,
but borough andandcitycity schooischool dis-
tricts

dis-dis-dis-
trictstnctstricts pay some of ththeir ownown-
costs

own-
costscosts . The hope expressed in-

Kotzebue
minm-

KotzebueKotzebue was that 100100%% statestate-
funding

state-
fundingfunding would ease the rivalryrivalry-

between
rivalry-

betweenbetween urban andandruralrural disdis-

tricts
dis-dis-dis-

tricts
¬-

tricts .


