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DRUIXESRUIJX ROCICROCK

6'People6People'People who know ''Ebie9Ebie9'EbieEbie' are fond.fond.fond-
oo0.off(faa .,favorite.favorite openingopenin line o.ofo.ff his,

""whenwhen IIwaswas workinworking for MGM . . . " ,'

EbrulikEbnilik RockRock-
Bv

Rock-
ByBvB\BByB'vIARIL\ ''vIARILvIARILMARILYNYN RICHARDSRICHARDS-

This

RICHARDS-

TinsTins11mThis whalingwhahng i-aptamiaptamcaptaIn- does not guide hIS-

umlJ
hishis-

umiakumlJumiak dn\dnamjnvmorednmore\ more hutbut hlhis wheelchairwheelchair-
Flu

wheelchair-
fhl

wheelchair-
ncLFlufhlncLFluear"-_ -_

\\earearsearen, old hunter had not beenbeen-
hnm

been-
hornyhnmhomohorny in ,seven''enen >}yeareaears["', 'since'InceInce hlhis stroke , and hehe-

sas",*sas,,11as' lunlookmclookineme lorwardtorwdrdforward to <;seeingeemg his village ,. fam-
ii

fam-

ils

fam-

ils
fam-fam-

iiils, unlII1dnil Inirunils, nlnds! , Helie plcpickeded an opportune time .

HisIb ninonarlllnnJIrreionalrlllnnJIcorporationrreionalcorporation! ! Corporationcorporationrctlc<\Arctic\rctlcrctlc Slope ,. hadhad-

I

had-

theirItheirheir .II.aniuialIlIlUUannualannualshareholders, ,shareholdershdreholder. ' meetingmeetmg scheduled ,
".Ahii'iAhiii.0hi'i.0hii0hiihi ',

''II ',wouldI'uldIuld, ' meanrneJn an influxmflux of people from-
Flirt

from-
H

from
HFlirtHirrivJrfJrfJm'nght'"is. \µWainwngrit\\Jm'nghtJm'nghtJmnghtainwnght"' and other points des-

.cnlline
des-

.uuhni
des-

dllIITle
des-des-

..uuhniuuhnidllIITle.cnllinecnlline, : uponupnn PointPomt HopeHope-
I

Hope'-

r

Hope-
rI >','rrr tht-thtthlthethtwhaling- whalingwhJlmg captaincaptam to attend , itit-

ww"wii". .ilJ.1,1.11114111, meanml.1nml1n. much travelingtravehng and then re-

n

re-

ne
re-

ne.cinit
re-re-

nnene.cinitnecinit."''IneIneine IrtInendshipstriendshipsInendshipsisitingnd <;hlps \'\isitingisitingSItingsisiting! ., reminiscingremlntscmg andand-

Inr
and-

ton,slurInrton., tellinerdllne To makmake up seven years in a*a-

'Sec'.'SecSecel k 't'ndtndendt'nd-
I

end-
I1I rruhbrulik, Rock hha.shasUo<. a twinkletwmkle inm hishts eye andand-

.In

and-
an.an.InIn ,cjs\cjsearscjssmile' .11."\ ,smilemile which belies his years He cancan-

'ImultdnClJusl
can-

simultaneously''ImultdnClJuslImultdnClJuslsimultaneously} radiate gentleness , calmness ,.

humor anddnd warmthwarmth-
I1I! hruhhruhkhrulik ., meaningmeanmg sod house inm Inupiatlnuplatlnupiat ,. I-

Sthl
isis-

thetluthlthe eldestddc\ddcddcof\ ! of the five childrenctuJdren born to SamSam-

and
Sam-

andand \<"keshorna"eshornaeshornaheshorna ( Weyahok ) RockRockmRockininm 19031903atatat-

Point
at-

PomtPointPomt Hope FbruhkFbrul1kFbrulik proudly remembers hIS-

fdther
hishis-

fatherfatherfdther as a <;self-educatedselfeducatedelf--ducated man with no formalformal-
tr'immg

formal-
trainingttr'immgtrimmgtrainingraining' But Sam RockRockWas"-"waswas-Was well kmkm-
respected

known andand-
respected

and-
respectedrespected asdS the reader and interpmterpreterinterpreter _InIn-

POlO

in-

Point
.

PointPOlO! Hope ,. primarilypnmanly for the EpiscopalEpiscopal-
missionaries

Episcopal-
mlSSlonanesmissionariesmlSSlonanes His mother ,. KeshomaKeshorna , is POIgn-

antly
poign-

antly
poignPOIgn-¬-

antly recalled inm a poem traditionallytradltlonaJIy run byby-

Tundra
by-

TundraTundra TimesTunes for MemorialMemonal Day It wwas wnt-
ten

writ-
ten

wnt-wntwrit-writ-
ten by Howard Rock ,. Ebrulik'sEbruliksEbruhk'sEbruhks' younger bro-
ther

bro-
ther

brobro-¬-

ther Two other brothers are also deceased .

Sister Helen SeveckSeveckofof Kotzebue survives .

Helen and her husband ChesterO1ester are reknownreknown-
dancers

reknown-
ddnerodancersddnero, ; and hosts of the Arctic Circle com-
mumt

com-
mumt

com-
muniH

com-com-

muniHmumt\mumt'\,

muniHNotmumt"ot"Not"otot a rascalrascaloror mischieviousmlschleVIOUS boy ,. EbruhkEbrulikEbruhk-
put

Ebrulik-
putput the sparetime of his childhoodchLldhood to goodgood-
use

good-
useuse As soon as I was able to I would alwaysalways-
tT

alway-
strtrtrtT\tTtTto\'>, to go hunt '

HIHis love of huntinghuntmg came naturally and his

father'sfathers' training came early ,. ""MyMy latherfather firstfirst-
asked

first-
askedasked me to go out with him when I was sese-

ven
se-

ven
se-se¬-

ven ,. to sleep during the day and to watch forfor-
whales

for-
whaleswhales at night because my eyesight was soso-

good
so-

goodgood . "
EbruhkEbrulk still has his whaling gear at PointPomtPoint-

Hope
Pomt-

HopeHope . Besides whalingwhahng , he hunted ugruk , thethe-

large
the-

largelarge bearded seal .. PerhapsPemaps as it should be ,, thethe-

traditional
the-

traditionaltraditional whaling captain is unaware of thethe-
light

the-

plight-,plight-plightlight of today'stodays1oday's1odays' subsistence whalers and theirtheir-
quota

their-
quotaquota problems with the International Whal-

ing
Whal-

ing
WhalWhal-¬-

ing Commission and the Interior Department..

Ebrulik said , ""InIn my hunting days , twotwo-

whales
two-

whaleswhales a year , if we were fortunate to getget-

that
get-

thatthat , were enough to feed my village , " of lessless-

than
less-

thanthan 300 .

His own education never wentwerat beyond thethe-
.sixth

the-
sixth.sixth.sixth grade , but that gave him more time toto-

pursue
to-

pwsuepursuepwsue his livelihood and hunt..
He was married to Elizabeth Killigvuk ,

also of Point Hope , and they adopted andand-

raised
and-

raisedraised four children . Elizabeth died in 1960-

but
1960-

but
1960

but there are now seven grandchildren andand-

seven
and-

sevenseven great-grandchildrengreatgrandchildren-- , residing in placesplaces-

from
places-

fromfrom Alaska to Delaware ..
Ebrulik made his first trip to Barrow byby-

umiak
by-

umiakumiak in 1920 . He also made a trip to Kiana ,

remembering that he traded muktuk for pan-

iktak
pan-

iktak
pan-

iktak
pan-pan-

iktak: (dried white fish ) .

When he was 19 , he ""tooktook a preacherpreacher-

from
preacher-

fromfrom Point Hope to Shungnak by dogteamdogteam-

There
dogteam-

ThereThere was hardly any windwlI1d . It wasn'twasnt' cold II-

used

I-

usedused to lead the dogs all day long . We usedused-

to
used-

toto make ten to fifteen miles a day .:"'
Ebrulik also recalledrecaJIed the first airplane arar-

nving
ar-

nving
ar-ar¬-

rivingnving in Point Hope . The story sounds familarfamilar-

and
familar-

andand seems to be shared by the generation butbut-

some
but-

somesome villages have slightly different version-
s1

versions-

"I
versions-versions -'

""II1] can'tcant' tell you the name of the pilot , but hehe-

could
he-

couldcould have been Joe Crosson . " Ebrulik said ,

'"""TheThe'TIleTIle"MeMe' people were in their sod house , heatingheating-

water
heating-

waterwater on their smallsmaJI primer stove . Some-

thing
Some-

thing
SomeSome-¬-

thingthingwaswas getting louder and louder and atat-

first
at-

firstfirst they thought it was the stove . But It-

wasn't
itit-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' the stove getting louder and louder .

They went outside and were watching , andand-
watching

and-
watchingwatching and fell straight back after theythey-

were
they-

werewere watching the plane went over . They gotgot-

scared
got-

scaredscared . When the plane flew overheadovemead , theythey-
faJI

they-
fallfallfaJI back watching it ! "

EbrulikEbrutik said , ""everyevery year the Coast GuardGuard-
came

Guard-
carnecamecarne and checked what the Native peoplepeople-
were

people-
werewere doing ," The year was 1921.. ""TheThe prea-
cher

prea-
cher

preaprea-¬-
cher went to Barrow but came back when hehe-

heard
he-

heardheard the white school teacher , he was 19 , waswas-

living
was-

livingliving with a Native girl . The teacher was scar-
ed

scar-
ed

scarscar-¬-
ed ofofwhatwhat the preacher would say . TheThe-
.eacher

The-
teacher.teacher.eachereacher murdered the preacher because theythey-
suspected

they-
suspectedsuspected the preacher was angry . " That yearyear-
Ebrulik

year-
EbrulikEbrulik made his first trip to Nome on thethe-
Coast

the-
CoastCoast Guard ship , which was taking the teatea-
cher

tea-
cher

tea-tea¬-

cher there for his preliminary hearing .

Ebrulik does not recallrecal1 exactly what hap-
pened

haphap-hap-
pened

-¬-

pened to the teacher , but there were rumors .

""PeoplePeople said his uncle was a millionare so hehe-

Conllnued

he-

Continued(ContinuedConllnued on PagePaae Ten )
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might have got off " He saidsaid-

"the
said-

"the""thethe"thepreacherpreacher-preacher was replaced byby-

WUli
by-

WilliamWUliWilliamm-
M Thomas . Then therethere-

was
there-

was°was" * Archdeacon Goodman whowho-

i

who-

was
who-

waswasi very good ,. too "
People who know ''EbieEbie'EbleEble ' areare-

fond
are-

fondfond ofofaa favontefavorite openingopenmg linelmeline-

of
lme-

ofof his , ""whenwhen I was woikingworlc.ingworlcingworking. forfor-

MGM

for-

MGMMCMMGM . " In the winterwmter of
1933-341933341933.34193334-. , Metro-Goldwyn-MayerMetroGoldwynMayerMetroGoldwynMayer-
was

-- --
was filmingf1Immg ''EskimoEskimo'EskunoEskuno ' starringstarrmgstarring-
Ray

starrmg-

RayRay ((WtseWise ) Mala , ia& Native on-on-

ginallygtnaIlygmally from Kotzebue Ebruliik-

happened
EbrulikEbruliikEbrulik-

happenedhappened to be in Nome at thethe-

time
the-

timetime mdand ""II heard theytheywerewerewere-

looking
were-

lookinglooking foifor people . That is howhow-

II1 got to be in it . We were in thethe-

background
the-

backgroundbackgroundbackgroundmostlymostly , whateverwhatever-

they
whatever-

theythey told us to do we act . Some-

tunes
SomeSome-¬.-

timestunes we did close-upscloseups-- . "
""II made a& little more thanthan-

SWSSrOSSWS5105 and we worked likelike-

slaves
like-

slavesslaves , but in those days thethe-

dollar
the-

dollardollar meant quite a bit moremore-

compared
more-

comparedcompared to today ." ''EskimoEskimo'EskunoEskuno '

was also filmedftImed in the CapeCape-
I

Cape-

Lasboume
Cape-

lIsboumeIlIsboumeLasboumenhnnmc and TxtlcrTeller areas*. .

DidOld he have dreams of star-

dom
starstar-¬.-

dom ?' ""SureSure . " He even ventur-

ed
venturventur-.-

ed to Hollywood where an oriori-

ginal
ori-ori¬.-

ginal screen goddess , Jean Har-

low
Har-

low
Har-Har-.

low , posed with him . The where-

abouts
wherewhere-¬.-

abouts of that photographphotographreophotographrerere-

main
reore-rereo-

lOam

¬-

lOammain uncertamuncertain .
EbruWcEbrulik is in a& wheelchairwheelchatrwheelchair-

and
wheelchatr-

andand caDscalls himself ""aa cripplecnpple " inin-

a

in-

aa matter of fact tone , not a dero-

gatory
dero-

gatory
derodero-¬-

gatory one . ""II never stayed inin-

Point
in-

PotntPointPotnt Hope when I1 waswu normalnormal-

because
normal-

becausebecause there was no fuel.."
Home now is the Pioneers '

Home in Fairbanks , where hehe-

had
he-

hadhad moved to be nnear Howard .

He reads a lot andand"we""wewe SIt aa-

round
a-a.-

round and dnnkdrink a lot of coffee ."
And yes , he watcheswatchts ttfclev-

and
tfclev---tfclevthlevisionthlevision-

and
levisionlevision-

and
? -' - -

and movies , not only beebecausebecause-

he
because-

hehe was in one but ""I'mIm'' in10 aa-

chair
a-

chairchair " , he shrugs . Visitors andand-

prepared
and-

preparedprepared Native food are alwaysalways-

welcome
always-

welcomewelcome there to teesee him . AnAn0AndAnd-
they'llthey'lltheyll' be meeting a remarkableremarkable-
Jlentleman

remarkable-
gentleman;gentlemanJlentleman .


