
Eskimos sue for Native allotments in NPRNPR-ANPRA-A
By WILLIAM DIBAY-

North
DuBAYDIBAYDuBAY-

NorthNorth Slope BoroughBorough-

TheThe viability and vigor of sub-

sIStence

sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence livinghVl/1ghVl1g/ is nowhere moremore-

inin10 evidence than on Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

North
Alaska's-

North
'

North Slope . Subsistence uIS toto-

the
to-

thethe people of the North whatwhat-

agnculture
what-

agricultureagricultureagnculture is to Southerners : aa-

way
a-

wayway of managingmanagmg the land toto-

produce
to-

produceproduce the highestughest! possiblepossible-

Yield

possible-
yieldyield of food . After many yearsyears-

of
years-

ofof ddifficultiesficultles in dealingdeahngdeahngwIthdealingwithwIth-

agnculturally
withwith-

agriculturallyproducedagnculturallyagriculturally-producedagriculturallyproducedagnculturallyproduced---producedproduced food

from the South , northern resi-

dents
resi-

dents
resiresi-¬-

dents are more ddetennineddetermined thanthan-

ever
than-

everever to protect their subsistencesubsistence-
resourceS

subsistence-
resourcesresources and the habitat of the-

migratory
the-

mlgratory
the

migratorymlgratory wildlifewildhfe upon whichwhich-

they
which-

theythey depend .

Recently in the USU.s. . D1stric-
tCourt

DistrictD1strictDistrict-

CourtCourt in10 Anchorage , a class-

action
class-

action
class-

action
class-class-

action suit was filed againstagamstagainst-

the
agamst-

thethe USU.s.. . government to protectprotect-
that

protect-
thatthat habitat from unnecessaryunnecessary-
degradation

unnecessary-
degradationdegradation by industry . TheThe-

Slllt

The-

suitsuitSlllt was Tiledfiled by Alaska LegalLega-
lSemees

Legal-

ServicesServicesSemees , October 3131,1980311980., 1980 , onon-

behalf
on-

behalfbehalf of Jonah Leavitt , 68 , of

Barrow ; Martha Ogeaktuk , 66 ,

of Wainwright ; JimJ1m Allen Avec-

gaona
Aveo-

ganna
Aveo-

ganna
Aveo-AveoAvec-Avec-

gannagaona , Sr . , 55 , of WainwnghtWamwnghtWainwright ,

and Paul Tazruk. , 7575ofBarrow, of Barrow .

At issue is a Department ofof-

Interior
of-

lntenorInteriorlntenor policy whichwhJch restncts-
the

restrictsrestnctsrestricts-

thethe granting of Native allotmentsallotments-
within

allotments-
wlthmwithinwlthm the National PetroleumPetroleum-
ReserveAlaska

Petroleum-
ReserveAlaskaReserve-AlaskaReserveAlaska- . The Alaska NaNa-

tive
Na-

tive
Na-Na¬-

tive Allotment Act of 1906 propro-

vided
pro-

vided
pro-pro¬-

vided foefor the grantinggrantmg of titletitle-

to
title-

toto parcelsparcela of 160 acres to Alas-

kan
AlasAlas--Alas-

dltfo

¬-

kan Natives who couldu proveprove-

traditionaldltfo :
traditionaltraditionaluse: esusew

use of the landnl.rnlr. OnOn-

February
On-

FebruaryFebruary 2727,1923271923, 1923 , iffafter govern-

men
govern-

ment
govern-govern -

menmentt geologists had verified thethe-

presence
the-

presencepresence of several oil seeps InIn-

the
in-

thethe area , PresIdent Harding is-

sued
15-15is-is15-

sued
--

sued ExecutIVe Order 3797-A3797A3797.A3797A3797.A-

estabhshmg
3797A-

establishing
-.

stablishingestabhshmgestablishing what wwas thenthen-

known
then-

knownknown. ..nownnown as Naval PetroPelroleumPetroleum Re-

serve
Re-

serve
Re-Re_ . . -

serve Number Four . The areaarea-

was
area-

waswasis enormous - 35,98435984,
, squa-

lies
squa--squasquaresquare-

miles
square-

mlles

--
mllesmileslies or 23,6860002368600023,686,000,

, acres , ianan-

area
an-

areaarea theIhe size of IndiaiInd18naIndiana , most ofof-

IIitII lyingIymg withinwlthm the prpresent< boon-

daries
boun-bounboon-boonbound-

arIes :---danesdarIes of the North Slope BoB-
oroug

Bo-

rough
Bo-Bo¬-

roughroug!) .

The Alaska Native ClaimsClatmSClaims-

Settlement
ClatmS-

SettlementSettlement Act (ANCSA ) of
1971 put a stop to the NativeNative-

Allotment
Native-

AllotmentAllotment Program . BeforeBefore-

ANCSA
Before-

ANCSAANCSA wwas passed , several

North Slope Natives filed for anan-

allotment
an-

allotmentallotment , knowing that the pro-

gram
pro-

gram
propro-¬-

gram would soon be temunated-
About

terminatedtemunatedterminated-
AboutAbout 150ISO petitionspel1t1ons for the 160160-

acre
160-

acreacre allotments were filed withinWlth1within-

thethe Petroleum ReserveReserve-

The
Reserve-

The
Reserve-

TheThe Bureau of Land Manage-

ment
Manage-

ment
ManageManage-¬-

ment (BLM ) rejectedrCected) the apph-

cations
appli-

cations
appliapph-apphappli-¬-

cations because the lands werewere-

considered
were-

consideredconsideredconsideredreservedreservedreservedandand there-

fore
there-

fore
therethere-¬-

fore unava'1-

The
unava'1-unava'1unava1unavatlableunavailable' - for aIlotmenlallotmentaIlotmenl-

The
allotment-

TheThe pliplaml1ffsplaintiffs took the casecase-

to
case-

toto court because ththey< hold thatthat-

the
that-

thethe provisions of thtthe Alaska -Na-

five

r-araNarat-

lve
.

livetlvefive AllotmentAllotmenl Act of 1906 ( asas-

amended
as-

amendedamendedended in 1956)1956) wwere not setset-

aSIde

set-

asideaSIde by HardmgHarding'sHardings' , Execuuve OrOr-

der
Or-

derder 3797-A3797A- and that thethey} ., therethere-

fore
there-

forefore , qualIfy for the aUotmentallotmentaUotment-

Although
allotment-

AlthoughAlthough the govegovernmentgovernment-
protests

government-
protestsprotests that "'Native'alivealive subSubsIstencesubsistencecSubsIstence-

on
subsistencec-

on
;

on the Petroleum Reserve I-
Sguaranteed

isis-

guaranteedguaranteed by the NPRP AL-
llocal

ActALlAuAu-

locallocal residents WOrryworry about adeade-

quale
ade-

quatequatequale protectionprotetlon, ofowlldl1fe(wildlife hab-'' itatltatfiat in theirthel! traditional huntinghuntmghunting-

and
huntmg-

andand fishing grounds ThereTherehas--hashas-hashasha-
sbeen

asas-

beenbeen sufficient industrialmdustnal explor-

allon
explor-

ation
explorexplor-¬-

ationallon inm the area inm recent yearsyears-

a( a $S500$500500 millionmlll10n government ooiloil-

explorationexploration program ) to give- -pnpripn-

vate
pri-

vale
-

vatevale firms and CongriCongri-

itivation
Congress ampleample-

motivation
ample-

motivationmotivationitivation for 01opemngopening the area

up for leasmgleasing .

As the: court testimony1esUmony rere-

vealed
re-

vealed
re-re¬-

vealed ,, the plaintiffsptamllffs are familiarfanultarfamiliar-

with
fanulta-

rwlwithwll the impact of industry onon-

North
on-

NorthNorth Slope wildlifewlldhfe . As JonahJonah-
Leavitt

Jonah-
leavIttleavItt related In htshis affidavit .

""MyMy grandfather ., WtlhamWilliam J.LJL...

Inuguaktnuguak ,. movedmovedonon to the landland-

in
land-

minm the fall of 1844 At firstflfSt hehe-

lived
he-

livedlived Ulin someoneneone else'selses' sodsod-

house
sod-

househouse , then hebe bubuiltt hisIushas ownown-

house
own-

househouse . MMy> _randparentsgrandparents hved-

there
lived-

there
livedhved

there because the fishingflShmgflShmgwasfishingwaswas 50-

good
so50so-

goodgoodeiiod Other people would stopstop-

at
stop-

atat that; hat plateplace and fishfishwhen.when.henhen theythey-

were
they-

werewere on theirtheu waway} totu trap foxesfoxes-

up
foxes-

upup Inlandland The itakelakekc nearby hadhad-
J

had-

ve

had-
veryvevery" good- --JJ fishingfish1/1gfish11g/ up untilunlll 19611961-

Then
1961-

ThenThen a vehldevehtdle:hiJe broke down thethe-

SIde

the-

sideSIdeside BanKbankbankofol01of the lake and thethe-

water
the-

waterwater drjineddrameddrained out '"Now"owow .v.evewe. . can-

Adams

can-

not
can-

not
can-can-

not fishfishInIn the Weelake BaxterBaxter-

Adams
Baxter-

AdamsAdams a resident titof BaniBarrow .,

sasavsaw. theIhe tracksrracks and he toldlold .meme-

thaI
me-

that
. . .

thatthaI the\thethntheythewere\ were made bb\bban\% an LLVTLVT-

Land
VTVT-

Land("Landnd 4"Vehicle"ehldeehldeehule TransrTransport")

vehicle
."

Two hours 0of' lestunontestimony> werewere-

taken
were-

takentaken b\bbybL.s\ 1L.sLs. S. Judgege .JamesJ.imesJimes Fitz-

31

Fitz-

gerald
Fltz-

ger

Fitz-FitzFltz-Fltz-

gergeraldaid on October 31 He 5ald-

he
said5aldsaid-

hehe .wantedanted to carefuiarefullyarefully.onsiderfully! } .conSIder-

It

consider.onsideronsider.onsider-

itIt and that no declstondeision, ision would bebe-

lorthcommg
be-

torth.ominglorthcommgtorth.omingtorthoming. tortot at least 30 dadays> s

-- -


