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NATIVE PIPELINE ; TRAINEES-TRAINEESTRAINEESVernon- Vernon Kugeruk , Native traineetrainee-
representative

trainee-
representativerepresentative at the Burgess Construction Co. FYanklinFranklinrranklin BluffsBluffs-
camp

Bluffs-
campcamp on the North Slope , is explaining the training procedures .

With him , left to right areate : Edison Williams , Charles Pitka , andandGor-andGorandGor-
don

GorGor-Gor-
don

¬-

don Williams . The non-NativesnonNatives- are not identified .- Photo bvby DON ALDER

25 Natives WorlcWorkWorkatafat AlyesJcaA/yeska'sAyeska'syeskasAlyeska'sAlyeskas/ 's Frankl/nFranklnFranklin/ BluffsB/uHsBuHs/ Camp
FRANKLIN BLUFFS -

Twenty-fiveTwentyfiveTwenty.fiveTwentyfive-. Natives are now emem-em-
ployed

em-
ployed

¬-

ployed at Alyeska'sAlyeskasAIyeska'sAIyeskas' FranklinFranklin-
Bluffs

Franklin-
BluffsBluffs pipeline constructionconstruction-
camp

construction-
campcamp located just 34 miles southsouth-
of

south-
ofof the oil fields at Prudhoe Bay .
Nine of these men are participatparticipat-participat-
ing

participat-
ing

¬-

ing in the Native-HireNativeHire- training
programprogramtrainingprogramthrough theth Fairbanks-FairbanksFairbanks-
based

Fairbanks-
bas

-,
basedbas d Burgess Construction Co .

-. AccprdingAccording to VernonVeroonVeroon-
Kugeruk

Vernon-
KugerukKugeruk , Native Training RepRep-Rep-
resentative

Rep-
resentative

¬-

resentative , allaU are working outout-
well

out-
wellwell and ., fit into the camp lifelife-
jus

life-
justjustjus t fine .

"II" 1 , and their supervisorssu ervisors areare-
proud

are-
proudproud of them and pleased withwith-
their

with-
theirtheir work ," KugerukKug ruk said .

During a recent visit by thethe-
press

the-
presspress to the remote camp , thosethose-
participants

those-
participantsparticipants who were not restrest-rest-
ing

rest-
ing

¬-

ing up for their next shift or onon-
duty

on-
dutyduty att the time were introducedintroduced-
toto the group .

When questioned , mostmost-
Continued

most-
Continued

most-
Continued( Continued on Page 11)11)



Franklin BluffsBluffsCo-
ntinued

BluffsCo-
ntinued(Continued from Page 1)11)-

seemed
1)-

seemed
1)-

seemed
)

seemed satisfied with conditionsconditIOns-
and

conditions-
andand the training received , butbut-
some

but-
somesome were anxious to move onon-
to

on-
toto journeyman status .,

No complaints were exex-exex-
pressed

ex-
pressed

¬-

pressed , although at least oneone-
vOIced

one-
voicedvoiced objection to a frequentfrequent-
change

frequent-
changechange in supervisors .

"YouYou" just get used to oneone-
boss

one-
bossboss , and thenthcn you get aII newnew-
one

new-
oneone ," helie said .

Non-NativeNonNative- workers at thethe-
camp

the-
campcamp generally expressed, a "nono"no-
complamts

"no-
complaints

"
complaintscomplamts " attitude toward thethe-
tramees

the-

traineestraineestramees , stating that "TheyThey"They-
work

"They-
work

"
work , likehke everybody else here .

"
Six traineestramees are in the TeamTeam-Team-

sters
Team-

sters
¬-

sters program . They are CharlesCharles-
Pitka

Charles-
PitkaPitka of Beaver , and PhillipPhIllJp BergBerg-Berg-
man

Berg-
man

¬-

man , Warner Bergman , Paul Koy-KoyKoy-
ukuk

Koy-
ukuk

Koy-
ukuk

-

ukuk , Edison Williams and GorGor-Gor-
don

¬.-

don Williams , all of Allakaket..

The three Labor traineestramees areare-
Bellarmme

are-
BellarmineBellarmmeBellarmine Alvanna of Nome ,

Dale Paul , Tanacross , and WilWil-Wil-

ham
Wil-

ham
¬-

liamham FieldFJeld , NoorvikNoolVlk ,.

There is one Operator apprenappren-appren-
tice

appren-
tice

¬-

tice , Jim Kubanyi of Fairbanks .

Most of the trainees have beenbeerbeer-
at

been-
atat the camp about fivet ve weeks .

Management personnel indimdl-mdlindi-mdl-
cated

indi-
cated

¬-

cated that there has been somesome-
turnover

some-
turnoverturnover in the Native trainees ,

with some leaving and not rere-rere-
turning

re-
turning

¬-

turning without any statedstatedrearearea-rea-
son

rea-
son

¬-

sonson-.-
sonCharlesCharles Pitka of Beaver , aa-
Teamster

a-
TeamsterTeamster trainee , said helie hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen at camp about five weeks .

He will have two weeks off inin-
October

in-
OctoberOctober Htto> vacation at home .

When asked if he would be rereore-rere-
oturnmg

re-

turning

¬-

turningturnmg , he said yes .

Kugeruk said the number ofof-
Ndtlves

of-
NativesNativesNdtlves at camp was not uplP! toto-
the

to-
thethe figure that they hoped toto-
have

to-
havehave . With approximately 350350-
men

350-
menmen andandwomenwomen in residence , atat-
least

at-
leastleast 10% or more of that figurefigure-
should

figure-
shouldshould be Natives .

The Alaska-lureAlaskalureAlaska-hirehire- rule doesdocs notnot-
seem

not-
seemseem to betbeibe ! fully followed atat-
Franklin

at-
FranklinFranklin Bluffs camp , as severalseveral-
workers

several-
workersworkers interviewed indicatedindicated-
they

indicated-
theythey were from the lower states .

Some of these were in spespe-spespe-
cialized

spe-
cialized

¬-

cialized fields , but many werewere-
laborers

were-
laborerslaborers . It wouldwouldrequirerequire deeperdeeper-
investigation

deeper-
investigationinvestigation to determine if thisthis-
hiring

this-
hiringhiring practice was one of necesneces-neces-
sity

neces-
sity

¬-

sity or negligencenegIgence .

Never before has such an op-/opop-op-

portunity
opop-

portunity
-./;,

portunity to wcjrkw9rk and leamlearn Aiti-
ttradetrade while being paid a solidsolid-
wage

solid-
wagewage been available to the AlasAlas-Alas-
kan

Alas-
kan

¬-

kan Native , and participationparticipation-
should

participation-
shouldshould be helped and encouragedencouraged-
toto the fullest extent..


