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Dear

99801-

DearDear CommissionerCornmiSioner$ McGinnis :

It seems that every time II-

write
I-

writewrite to you concerning healthhealth-
matters

health-
mattersmatters within the TCCTCe regionregion-
I'm

region-
I'mI'mIm'' either complaining aboutabout-
specific

about-
specificspecific circumstances or sendingsending-
you

sending-
youyou copies ofofresolutionsresolutions requirrequir-requir-
mg

requir-
ing

¬-

ingmg that the State of AlaskaAlaska-
alleviate

Alaska-
alleviatealleviate serious health shortcomshortcom-shortcom-
ings

¬.-

ings experienced by the NativeNative-
population

Native-
populationpopulation ., The reason I amam-
writing

am-
writingwriting to you now poses oneone-
of

one-
ofofproblemsthe most serious mental probprob-¬-
lems presentedpresen ted experienced bybby-
this

)'this state . I urge the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska to seriously consider theirtheir-
adions

their-
actionsactionsadions when making drastic cutscuts-
on

cuts-
onon budgets for alcoholism propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams .

It has come to my attentionattention-
that

attention-
thatthat the Galena AlcoholisnAlcoholisn-
Project

Alcoholisn-
ProjectProject ,. has been reduced in budbud-bud-
get

¬.-

get by $21,75021750$ , from last year'syearsyear's-
funding

year's-
funding ''funding level.. This gives thethe-
Galena,'
Galena Alcoholism Program aa-

total
a-

totaltotal amount of $4,2504250$ , whichwhich-
virtually

which-
virtuallyvirtually eliminateselimina tes the successsuccess-success-
ful

success-
ful

¬-

ful program that Galena has hadhad-
in

had-
inin the past, .. Repeatedly , NativeNative-
leaders

Native-
leadersleaders on a statewide basis havehave-
expressed

have-
expressedexpressed the necessity of thethe-
state

the-
statestate and federal government toto-
address

to-
addressaddress alcoholism programsprograms-
throughout

programs-
throughoutthroughout allallruralrural areasare36 ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska .

During the First Annual ConCon-Con-
ference

¬.-

ference on Rural Health youyou-
stated

you-
statedstated that you chaired a concon-con-
ference

con-
ference

¬-

ference of similars n lar nature inin-
J1951J 951 at whichwh ich there were 100100-
participants

100-
participantsparticipants . You also stated that '
the subject areas expressedcxpressed durdurodur-duro-
ing

dur-
ing

¬-

ing the conference were thethe-
same

the-

samehealthsamesamehealth., health problems beingbeing-
brought

being-
broughtbrought to the attention of thethe-
state

the-
statestate and federalf deral governmentsgovernrnen ts .,

If the State of Alaka continuescontinues-
toto drasticallydrastica'lIydrasticalIydrastically

'

reduce alcoholismalcohoJismalcohoJism-
budgets

alcohol sihhsih-
hbudgetsbudgets , the same priorities willwill-
be

will-
bebe expressed over and over againagain-
in

again-
in

,
in 1981 . Alcoholism is the No . 1II-

healthexperiencedhealth hazard presently experiexperi- ¬,-

encedencedin-inin-, in the State of AlaskaAlaska-
However

Alaska-
HoweverHowever , the state has notnot-
placed

-

placed alcoholism No . 1I on pripri-pri-
ority

¬.-

ority in10 meeting this seriousserious-
health

serious-
healthhealth need . If the state prioripriori-priori-
ties

¬.-

ties do not mesh with the prioripriori-priori-
ties

¬.-

tiestics expressedexpreSed$ by the AlaskanAlaskan-
Natives

Alaskan-
NativesNatives , all conferences on ruralrural-
health

rural-
healthhealth will end up with the samesame-
results

same-
resultsresults .

The Tanana Chiefs HealthHealth-
Authority

Health-
AuthorityAuthority (TCHA ) must nownow-
supplement

now-
supplementsupplement the State of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

Continued
Alaska's-

Continued
Alaska's-

Continued

'
( Continued on Page 111)11] )



LettersContinued
Letters

tContinued( Continued from PayePage 2)22-
)budget

2-
)budget

)

budget by providing health propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

grams , namely alcoholismalcoholisp1alcoholismi , inin-
meeting

in-
meetingmeeting the priorities expressedexpressed-
byby the rural areas . Our planningplanning-
recognizes

planning-
recognizesrecognizes the establishmentestablislunent ofof-
an

of-
anan Alcohol Awareness ProgramProgram-
With

Program-
withwith outreach workers inm eacheach-
of

each-
ofof the villages withinwit/unwitun/ our region .

I am hopeful that the fundingfunding-
for

funding-
forfor this program willwillcomecome fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe NationalNal10nal Institute of AlcoAko-AkoAlco-Ako-
holJsm

Alco-
holism

¬-

holismholJsm and Alcohol Abuse . TheThe-
State

The-
StateState of Alaska'sAlaskas' reduced alcoalco-alco-
holism

alco-
holism

¬-

holism programs will beb minuteminute-
in

minute-
inin the over-alloverallover.aoveraoverallrural-. 11 rural health dede-dede-
livery

de-
livery

¬-

livery system in the implementaimple1le.nta-imple1le.ntaimplementa-imple1le.nta-
tion

implementa-
tion

.! . ¬-

tion of these alcoholism propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

¬-

grams . Therefore , I am optimisoptimis-optimoptimis-
tic

s-ss-
tic

¬-

tic of the future fundingfundmg of alal-alal-
coholism

al-
coholism

¬-

coholism programs on behalt ot01of01-

the
of-

thethe State off Alaska if the rere-rere-
sponsibility

re-
sponsibility

¬-

sponsibility to the residents ofof-
I

of-
uraliuraluralI, AlaskaAldska by supplementingsllpplementmgsllpplementmg-

the
supplementing-

thethe state'sstatesslate'sslates' alcoholism budgets .

It is withwit h great concern thatthat-
II write thistlus letter as an advocateadvocate-
ofof the Native populationpopula tlon residresldresid-resid-
ing

¬.-

ingmg within the ICCTCC1 CC region . TheThe-
City

The-
CityCity of Galena is now not goinggoing-
toto have an alcoholism programprogram-
which

program-
whichwhich has undoubtedly provedproved-
itsits successfulness to the state . II-

look
I-

looklook forward to a trip to JuneauJuneau-
inin the very near future and rereore-rere-
oquest

re-
quest

¬-

quest that I be given the opporoppor-oppor-
tunity

oppor-
tunity

¬-

tunity to meet with you on this

serious problem and others thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Tanana Chiefs RegionalRegional-
Health

Regional-
HealthHealth Board ( TCRHB ) havehave-
Identified

have-
identifiedidentified in their deliberations .

Enclosed you will tindlindfind a copy ol01of01-
the

of-
thethe TCHA work program forfor-
FY

for-
FYFY 75 . The work program isI-
Sprojected

is-

projectedprojected partially intomto 1976 .

I hope this identifies the propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

¬-

grams which we will be inm-min-inm-
volved

in-
volved

¬-

volved in the oncoming year .

Alcoholism programs at thisthis-
time

this-
timetime are not expressed in narranarra-narra-
tive

¬.-

tive form in this work programprogram-
because

program-
becausebecause of the inability of thethe-
TCHA

the-
TCHATCHA to identify the exactexact-
fundmg

exact-
fundingfundingfundmg resource from whichwhichwewewe-
may

we-
maymay implement a comprehencomprehen-comprehen-
sive

¬-

sive alcoholism program . HowHow-IHow-
ever

low ¬.-

ever , alcoholism programs areare-
needed

are-
neededneededneedednownow and shouldn'tshouldnt' onlyonly-
be

only-
bebe plans for the future .

My office andandstaffndndstaffstaff are openopen-
and

open-
andand welcome your suggestionssuggestIOns-
ar

suggestions-
ororar comments . Please call on meme-
If

me-
ifif I may be able to further clarclar-clar-
Ify

clar-
ify

¬-

ify my comments .

With best wishes ,

Sincerely yours ,

TANANA CHIEFS HEALTHHEALTH-
AUTHORITY

HEALTH-
AUTHORITYAUTHORITY
AUTHORITYClaude

Claude DemienticffDemientlCffDemientieffDemienticff-
Director

DemientlCff-
Director

Demientieff-
DirectorDirector


