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President JJerry FordFordiFordto
i
to

'Continueo tiriu ; NixonNonNixon-NNixonIndianon
'- Indian.Indian-Indian.- .Programs .

' By RICHARD LA t'OUtOUCOUSSECOUSSE-
WASHINGTON

(';' U RSERSE-
WASHINGTON

BB-

WASHINGTONWASHINGTON , D.CDC. . -
.

(AIPA ) - Gerald Rudolph FordFord-
Jr-, Jr . , who on Aug . 9 was sworn inin-

i

in-
as'ii11as

'

as President of the United States ,
i! "won'twont" ' take any U-turrtsUturrtsU.turnsUturnsU-turnsturns-. for anyany-
'Indian

any-
IndianIndian'Indian

'
policies " but willwillconcon-concon-

tinue
con-

tinue
-.

I|Itinuetinue the Indian policies of hishis-
pre

his-
.predecessor.predecessorpredecessor

.,
pre ecessor , Richard M . Nixon ,

according to a White House staffstaff-staff-
er

¬.-

er who met recently with himhinihint ,.

jI\ Bradleyradley Patterson ' Jr . , whowho-
met

hoho-
met,met with Ford in February ofof-

Hhis
of-

IthisUhisHhisIthis year 6non Indian policy rhat-rhatmat-matrhat-
'ters

mat-
ters

rhat-
iters

-

'terstersiters') personally , gave thistl s assess-assessassess-
'ment

assess-
ment

-.
'mentment"nentnent'" to AIPA :
ii"He\. "HeHe" is forthright and interinter-inter-
ested

inter-
ested

¬-

ested-ested- and progressive in IndianIndian-
affairs

Indian-
affairsaffairs. Indian people can looklook-
forward

look-
forwardforward under Mr . Ford to thethe-
same

the-
samesame kind - and mpre of thethe-
same

the-
samesame kind - of serious interestinterest-
and

interest-
andand concern . There'sTheres' no questionquestion-
bf6fbff any diversion . We'llWell' continuecontinue6ncontinueQnon6nQn the same track . There won'twontwon't-
be

'
bee any U-turnUturnV-turnV- for any IndianIndian-
OoliciespioliciesOoliciesolicies ."

j If PresidentPresiden t Ford'sFords' IndianIndian-
po

Indian-
policiespoliciespo cies do continue those ofof-
Nixon

of-
NixonNixon , there will neverthelessnevert.helessnevert.heless-
be

nevertheless-
be

.
be new faces and new top levellevel-
personnel

level-
personnelpersonnel inin'theinthe' the White HouseHouse-

itself
House-

itselfitself .

-. AIPA has learned that LeonLeon-Leon-
ard

Leon-
ard

¬-

ard Garment , Nixon'sNixons' specialspecial-
counsel

special-
counselcounsel on minority affairs andand-
the

and-
thethe arts , and thus the topmosttopmost-
Indian

topmost-
IndianIndian affairs official in thethe-
White

the-
WhiteWhite House under Nixon , hadhad-
made

had-
mademade known his intentioninten tion toto-
Nixon

to-
NixonNixon that he would leave thethe-
White

the-
WhiteWhite House as soon as impeachimpeach-¬.-

ment matters had reached theirtheir-
conclusion

their-
conclusionconclusion so that his childrenchildren-
could

children-
couldcould begin the fall school termterm-
in

term-
in ' '-

their
t-

heir
.'in September'September in their homehome-

town
home-

towntown of New York . '

Expected to emergeemerge in somesOQ'lesOQlesorxtesOQ'l-
ehigh

sorxte-
high 'high level capacity as the WhteWhiteWhite-
louse

|tete-
HouseHouselouse[ level in Indian affairs waswas-
William

was-
WilliamWilliam E. CasselmanCasseln'tanCasselntanCasselnnan' II11 , namednamed-
legal

named-
legallegal counsel to then-VicethenVicethen-YicYic- PresiPresi-Presi-
dent

Presi-
dent

¬-

dent Ford when Ford was dedqs-dqsd4s-d4sdqs-
ignated

d4s-
ignated

>-

ignated vievice? president last Qctb-QctbOclb-OclbOcto-OctoQctb-
ber

Oclb-
ber

Octo-
ber

,
; -

, ber . ' 44-

Casselmen

4-

CasselmenCasselmenCasselmenhas-hashas.has-. ., handled , Al:1-:11:1-
most

:I-II-
most

¬-

most sirigle'handedlysiriglehandedlysmgle'handedlysmglehandedlysingleltandedly' '

, all IndianIndiIndh nn-
affairs

n-
affairsaffairs matters for Ford sinqesinqe-
that

sinesine-
thatthat time , including ' a proposalProposproposal-
to

ltlt-
toto replace the(he mechanisms ofIfIf-
the

of-
the

(
the now-defunctnowdefunct- National Courj-CourjCoun-CounCourj-
cil

CoCoun-
cil

d -.
cilcit on Indian OpportunitypportunityOpportunity-
NCIO

pportunity-
NCIONCIO((NCIO ) with an Indian AffaifsAffairsAffairs-
Committee

Affairs-
CommitteeCommittee on thqtheth White HouseHouspHoussHousp-
Domestic

Houss-
DomesticDomestic. Council in the WhiteWhite-

House

White-

louseHouselouse[ , andandandwithandwithwith the creation ojfoffo
'

two national Indian advisoradvisoryss-
councils

,

councils . ;}

On the day Nixon resignedlresignedresigned-
Aug

!

Aug . 9 , Ford asked Morton anqanq-
other

an4an4-
otherother Cabinet officials to remainremairremain-
in

'

in their present posts . Morton ,
however , a long-timelongtime- close perper-per-
sonal

per-
sonal

¬-

sonal friend of Ford , was namednamed-
the

named-
thethe following day to a four-fourfour-
member

four-
member

four-
member

-

member "transitiontransition" team" toto-
monitor

to-
monitormonitor what Ford labeledlabellabeled"and

'
"anan"an-

orderly
"an-

orderly
"

orderly transition of power ."
Top national columnistscolunmists imim-imim-

mediately
¬.-

mediately speculated that MorMarMor-Mor-
ton

¬.-
ton might leaveleave the Interior DeDe-DeDe-

partment
¬.-

partment for a WhiteW1 te House asas-asas-
signment

as-
signment

¬-

signment , either as White HouseHouse-
chief

House-
chiefchief of staff or in another toptop-
role

top-
rolerole in domestic affairs. ShouldShould-
Morton

Should-
MortonMorton leave Interior , he wouldwould-
likely

would-
likelylikely be succeeded by InteriorInterior-
Under

Interior-
UnderUnder Secretary John Whitaker .

Morton was scheduled to apap-apap-
pear

¬.-

pear at the Crow Fair Aug. 1616-
and

16-
andand 17 , where it was expectedexpected-
hehe would draw the major outout-out-
lines

¬.-

lines of a continuation in IndianIndian-
policy

Indian-
policypolicy between Nixon and Ford .

At Interior itself , most toptop-
Indian

top-
IndianIndian affairs officials told AIPAAIPA-
they

AIPA-
theythey

'
expected to continue theirtheir-

work
their-

workwork . Indian Commissioner MorMor-Mor-
ris

Mor-
ris

¬-

ris Thompson , a presidential apap-apap-
pointee

¬'-
pointee , was also expected toto-
continue

to-
continuecontinue , as well as BIABlA dividivi-divi-
sion

divi-
sion

¬-

sion chiefs recently appointed .

One uncertainty was whethwhether-
Bradley

r-
BradleyBradley Patterson Jr . would concon-con-
tinue

con-
tinue

¬-

tinue in the White House , wherewhere-
he

where-
hehe had served as special assistantassistant-
toto Leonard Garment ,.

Patterson had been scheduledscheduled-
toto head the Indian Affairs Com-ComCom-
mittee

Com-
mittee

-. -

mittee on the White House DoDo-Do-

mestic
¬.-

mestic Council before the imim-imim-
peachment

¬.-

peachmentP achment issue downed all such

plansplanstnfntn(n the making,) andand
',

Patter-Patterl'atter-l'atterlatterPatter-
spn

Pattl'atter-
spn

' r-rr-
S9n

-

spnS9n toldtoM AIPA "I'mIm"'' completelycompletely-
unclear

completely-
unclearunclear where I'llIll'' be . "" EitherEitnerEitner-
Patterson

Eithe-
rPattersonPattersonPatterson
,

' or Casselman mightmight-
eventually. 'eventuallyeventually'eventueventu' lly hold that postpos - or9rpr9r-
Casselman

pr-
CasselrtanCasselrnanCasselmanCasselrtan may replace GarmentGarmeGarment-
as

tt-
asas PattersdnlsPattersbn'sPattersbnsPattersbn 's boss1bossboss-boss-

Besides

-. J
1

Besides personnel questionsquestions ,

the major question now is whethwheth-wheth-
er

¬-

er and how Ford will continuecontinue-
the

continue-
thethe NixonNxon Indian policies andand-
legislative

and-
legislativelegislative initiatives . '

.

FordFordremainedremained almostaalmostost totallytotally-
uninvolved

totallytotally-
uninvolvedUninvolved in the affairs andand-
needs

and-
needsneeds of'of' IndianaIndial1a in his homehome-
s

home-
statesatestates {ate of MichiganMicl gan during his 25-2525-
year

25-
year

25-
year

-

year tenure in the U.SUS. . House ofof-
Representativ.es

of-
RepresentativesRepresentativesRepresentativ.es. , according toto-
Michigan

to-
MichiganMichigan Indian spokesmen whowho-
talked

who-
talkedtalked to AIPAAlP A last OctoberOctober-
when

October-
whenwhen Ford was designated vicevice-
president

vice-
presidentpresident followingfol\owingfolowing\ the resignaresigna-resigna-
tion

resigna-
tion

¬-

tion of former Vice PresidentPresident-
Spiro

President-
SpiroSpiro T. AgneVvAgnew on Oct.. 10 .

ThoseTbose JndiansIndians iriin MichiganMichigan-
telegrammed

Michigan-
telegrammedtelegrammed Fordtord: their congratcongrat-congrat-
ulations

congrat-
ulations

¬-

ulations and supportsupport on his
.
newnew-

assignment
new-

assignmentassignment . '

Ford , according to CapitolCapitol-
Hill

Capitol-
HillHill staffers , has voted the NixonNixon-
administratioo

Nixon-
administrationadministrationadministratioo lingline on most mama-mama-
jor

ma-
jor

¬-

jor national Indianl1dian{ legislativelegislative-
proposals

legislative-
proposalsproposals sincesince19691969\1969'\ . As a concon-con-
sequence

con-
sequence

¬-

sequencesequence , it is expected thatthat-
Ford

that-
FordFord will continue the NixonNixon-
legislative

Nixon-
legislativelegislative initiatives .

Of the original eight NixonNixonb-
i11s

Nixon-
billsbillsbi11s originallyoriginalJy proposed in 1970 ,

one - the Indian Financing Act
- has been enacted into law ,

another bill to elevate the IndianIndian-
Commissioner

Indian-
CommissionerCommissioner to an Interior DeDe-DeDe-
partment

¬.-
partment Assistant SecretarySectetary isis-
hung

is-
hunghung up in the House , and aa-
bill

a-
billbill to create an Indian TrustTrust-
Counsel

Trust-
CounselCounsel Authority is expectedexpected-
gogo gain new momentum beforebefore-
Congress

before-
CongressCongress recesses in early winter .

Among the very firsttirst IndianIndian-
biUs

Indian-
billsbillsbiUs arriving on President Ford'sFordsFord's-
desk

Ford's-
desk

'

desk for signature may be billsbills-
now

bills-
nownow moving through CongressCongress-
toto reserveresolve the historic and diffidiffi-diffi-
cult

diffi-
cult

¬-

cult Navajo-HopiNavajoHopi- land dispute ,

a billbillsignificantlysignificantly increasingincreasing-
health

increasing-
healthhealth services and contractingconcontracting-
for

tractingtracting-
forfor Indians sponsored by Sen .

Henry M . Jackson , D-WashDWashI.WashIWash).- . , andand-
the

and-
thethe bill to create the IndianIndian-
Trust

Indian-
TrustTrust Counsel Authority intro-introintra-intraintro-

"duced'by
intra-

1uC'ed
intro-

ducedby
---

"duced'byducedbyduced-byducedby"1uC'ed1uCed! ' '- by the Nixon administraadministra-administra-
tion

administra-
tion

¬-

tion .

And Ford has styled himselfhimself-
aa "conservativeconservative"conservativconservativ" in fiscalfiscalaffairsaffairs .!"'
His approach to government-governmentgovernmentmaygovernment-maygovernmentmaygovernmentmay-
soon

-. maymay-
soonsoon be an approachappro ch in spendingspending-
cuts

spending-
cutscuts , which will not bode wellwell-
for

well-
forfor any major increases in federalfederal-
expenditures

federal-
expendituresexpenditures for Indians duringduring-
the

during-
thethe new Ford administration .

During his brief eight monthsmonths-
asas vice president , Ford met only

onceon'ce' ' with Indian leadersleaders - thisthis-
past, past March 7-77MelTonasket7 -., MelTonasketMe1Mel Tonasket (Col-ColCol-
ville

CoCol-
ville

]-.

ville ), president of the NatipnalNationalNational-
CQngress

National-
CongressCongressCQngress of American IndiansIndian-
sN

Indians-
NCAIN((NCAIAI ) and GovG <;w . Robert LewisLewi-
sZuni

Lewis-
Zuni(ZuniZuni)) , president of the NationalNational-

Tribal
National-

TribalTribal Chairmen'sChairmens' AssociationAssociation-
NTCA

Association-
NTCANTCA((NTCA ) met with Ford person-personperson-

ally
-.

allyatIy at Ford'sFords' initiative for about
40 minutes to review .Ford's.FordsFordsFord's., Ford's-
proposal

'.,

proposal to liquidate NCIONClO , thenthen-
under". . under the office ofof'theofthe'' the vice prespres-pres-
ident

pres-
ident

¬-

ident.. NCIO formally died thisthis-
June

this-
JunbJuneJunb 30. >.

Ford proposedprop sed the creationcreation-
of

creation-
ofof the White House DomesticDomestic-
Counc

Domestic-
CouncilCouncilCouncllndianIndian AffairsMfa rs CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-

tee and the creation ol01of the twotwo-
national

two-
national

'-
advis

a-

dvis
'

national Indian advisoryry, councilscouncils-
toto replace NCIO . His proposalproposal-
became

proposal-
becamebecame embroiledernbroiled inin controvercontrover-controver-
sies

controver-
sies

¬-

sies among national Indian polipoli-poli-
tical

poli-
tical

¬-

tical groups , and was leftl ft unreunre-unre-
solv

unre-
solved

¬-

solvedsolv d at the hour of impeachimpeach--¬-

mentmenimpeachmenimpeachmentment;; itself . He may , upon thethe-
stimulus

the-
stimulusstimulus of lu'slushis' new advisors ,
revive the proposal..

During the March 7 meetingmeeting-
with

meeting-
withwith Lewis and Tonasket , FordFord-
told

Ford-
toldtold the

'
two : "II" willwin always bebe-

your
be-

youryour advocate . Come in anyany-
time

any-
timetime and I'llIll'' be your link .

"
NCAI President TonasketTonasket-

comm
Tonasket-

commentedcommentedcommcommentednted on Ford to AIPAAIPA-
that

AIPA-
thatthat m'eetingmeetingtrfeeting' :

"-,,

"TheThe"ThTh" vice president is veryvery-
much

very-
muchmuch a businessman - he nevernever-
took

never-
tooktook time to joke . I'veIve'' met quitequite-
aa few politicians , and my personperson-person-
al

¬.-

al impression is that he'shes' kind ofof-
a

of-
aa point-blankpointblank- man. He doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
mess

doesn't-
mess

'
mess around ., He comes right toto-
the

to-
thethe point with a straightforwardstraightforward-
attitude

straightforward-
attitudeattitude . And he made no prepre-pre-
tense

¬.-

tense of knowing a great dealdeal-
about

deal-
aboutabout Indians . I appreciate that- and it makes it easier to work..

There was no waste of time . ItIt-
was

It-

was.allwas-waswasallwas.all-. all business , and that is rereore-rere-
ofreshing

re-
freshing

¬-

freshing ."

On Aug. 9 , the day Ford tooktook-
the

took-
thethe presidential oath of office ,
William YouYoupeepee , executive direcdirec-direc-
tor

direc-
tor

¬-

tor of the National Tribal ChairChair-Chair-
men's

Chair-
men's

¬-

men'smens' Association sent the folfol-fol-
lowing

fol-
lowing

¬-

lowing letter to Ford :

"WeWe" wish to congratulate you

'rr''ri-nin assuming the responsibilityresponsibility-
ofof the 38th presidency, of thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnitedj"WeStates . \j

"WeWe" in thethQthG.
National TribalTribal-

Chairmen's
Tribal-

Chairmen'sChairmen'sChairmens' AssbciationfeelAss'ociationfeelAssociationfeelAssociationfeet' thesethese-
are

.
are exciting bubu\bubukbucriticalbukcritical\ critical timedtimes forfor-
Indians

for-
IndiansIndians in tii6theth United States .

Treaties are beingbebtg tested , IndianIndian-
lives

Indian-
liveslives arear being exerted'exerted' and newnew-
expectations

new-
expectationsexpectations areate being voiced .

To
'.
be responsive to this mood ,

thethe NTCA hasjjhasjhasjdedicahas . dedicadedicatedted itselfitself-
to

itself-
toto the promisepromise'ofpromiseofpromise'ofpromiseof'ofof' a better futurefuture-
for

future-
forfor the reservation Indian .

"ItIt.It". is to ththg? pointpomt , the oneone-
of

one-
ofof communication andandworkingworkingworking-
toward

working-
towardtoward common objectives , thatthat-
he

that-
he)thehe NTCA pledges its supportsupport-

and
support-

and
support-

and/andand/andandcooperationcooperation to the OfficeOffice-
of

Office-
ofof the Presidency in matters rere-rere-
lated

re-
lated

¬-

lated to Indians . "
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