
' , - : I :", 'II' . : 'JJ' J
II-

L.OL.OLO. , ,)";, I
,

VLoCorte"erCorteerCorte"erti> ULlli I<:fC,">

|, nLt\tti\tllizriaizria'i.rr'1.: oi.} Itau
'- i.rr'1i- .rr1i- rr1'- i.rr'1Barry'
/,,.' I :-:' 1-

BarryBarry Jackson : Pre-DemocraticPreDemocratic- Convention Interview
I'norInorPrior' to the( he State DemocraticDemocratic-

Convention
Democratic-

ConventionConvention held in FairbanksFairbanks-
onon May 26 , 21n27 , and 28 , thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times conducted an.InIn. in111-111in-in11-

1tervlew

in-

terview
¬-

terviewtervlew with BarryJrry Jackson ,.

whosewho e name hadhao been presentedprescnted

1,' as a possiblep(1p1( lhle choice for chairmanchamnanchamnan-
of

chairman-
ofof the convention . However ,.

LbenE.benEben:. MopsonHopson Was elected temtem-tem-

porary
tem-

porary

¬-

porary chairman and JacksonJackson'withdre-
w

Jackson-
withdrew

'-

withdrew
w-

ithdrew
'-

withdrew
w-

ithdrew
'

withdrew hisIlls candidacycandldJcy for perper-per-

manent
per-

manent

¬-

manent chairmanchalrnJan in111 favor of

Hopson" (1p1p(1pon( on duringdurrng thethl;' coursecour of theIhthe-

convention
('

convention . Some of the upup-upup-

commg
up-

coming

¬-

comingcommg issues were discusseddiscussed-
durmg

discussed-
duringduringdurmg the interviewmtervlew andandaa genergener-gener-
al

gener-
al

¬-

al look at the Native inm thethe-

political
the-

politicalpolitical sceneSene(; .

Mr.. Jackson has served asas-

counsel
as-

counselcounsel for the Alaska FederaFedera-Federa-
tIon

Federa-
tion

¬-

tion of Natives andandISis currentlycurrently-
thethe attorney for thethc TananaTanana-
etllcfs

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefsetllcfs Conference , one of thethe-
most

the-
mostmost powerful of Alaska'sAlaskasAIJsk ' rere-re¬-

gionalglOnal Native corporations . TheThe-

followll1g
The-

followingfollowingfollowll1g dialoguedlJlogue ensued .,

QUESTION Do you expectexpect.-

IS

expect-
asas.ISIS. good a turnout of NativesNJtlves asas-

you
as-

youyou had for the Central DistrictDlstnclDistrict-

Continued
Dlstncl-

Continued
District-

Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



JacksonJaclson{ InterviewInterviewContinued . . .
ContinuedtContinued( from page 1)1)

Convention ?

JACKSON : Howflow many NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive delegates willwlIl come willwill-

depend
will-

dependdepend on how many can putput-

together
put-

togethertogether the money . As far asas-

strength
as-

strengthstrength goes , ifIfatat least oneone-

delegate
one-

delegatedelegate can come fromfomf om eacheach-

district
each-

districtdistrict , he can cast all of thethe-

votes
the-

votesvotes for that district.. However ,

one man can only attend oneone-

committee
one-

committeecommittee meetingmeetmg at a time .

Therefore , to participate onon-

committees
on-

committeescommittees , they need to bebe-

there
be-

therethere in10 force .
QUESTION : What are somesome-

of
some-

ofof the things that are going to bebe-

dealt
be-

dealtdealt withwithatat this conventionconvention-
that

convention-
thatthat you see as most vitallyvitally-

affecting
vitally-

affectingaffecting Native interest ?

JACKSON : One of the mostmost-

critical
most-

criticalcritical issues concerns a changechange-

m
change-

ininm the party rules to provide forfor-

aa selection to the national concon-con-

vention
con-

vention
¬-

vention at the local level ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan at the state convention .

By the McGovern rules , 75 perper-

cent
per-

centcent of delegates are supposedsupposesupposed-
to

l<l-
toto be selected at the local level..

Alaska'sAlaskas'' present plan does notnot-

provide
not-

provideprovide for that.. At the CentralCentral-
DtSTf

Centra-

lDrsctDrSTrictDtSTfctDrsctDtSTfct , we nominatednommated delegatesdelegates-
toto Miami , but we diddidnotnot electelect-

them
elect-

themthem .

QUESTION : Because NativeNatIve-

participation
Native-

participationparticipation tends to be strongstrong-strong-
er

¬-

er at the local level due toto-

transportation
to-

transportationtransportation costs , then thisthis-

change
this-

changechange to local election of deledele-dele-

gates

¬.-

gates would be more advantageadvantage-advantage-
ous

¬-

ous to Native interest , is thatthat-

right
that-

rightright ?
JACKSON : Certainly . AndAnd-

it
And-

itit will also be an issue whetherwhether-
you

whether-
youyou apportion strictly on popupopu-popu-

lation
popu-

lation

¬-

lation or on number of demodemo-demo-
cratic

demo-
cratic

¬-

cratic votes castcastincast.mcastm-inin-. the statestate-

election
state-

electionelection , oror by a combination .

Natives willwlIlwill not have as manymany-

delegates
many-

delegatesdelegates totq the national concon-concon-

ventIOn
con-

vention

¬-

vention if delegatesaelegates'delegates' are apporappor-appor-
toned

appor-
tioned

¬-

tionedtoned! by population as theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould have by votes cast..

QUESTION : Howflow importantimportantI-

Sis the Native vote within thethe-

convention
the-

conventionconvention ?

JACKSON : They couldcould-
swmg

could-

swingswingswmg the convention either way .

As part of the Democratic party ,

they are a strong force .

QUESTION :: Do they comcom-com-

prise
com-

prise

¬-

prise a solid bloc ? I mean byby-

that
by-

thatthat , will they pretty much hanghang-

together
hang-

togethertogether on the issues ?

JACKSON : Not necessarilynecessanlynecessanly-
They

necessarily-
TheyThey diddidnotnot always votevate toto-toto-

gether
to-

gether
¬-

gether at the District convention ..
On the other hand they try toto-

keep
to-

keepkeep together in order to carrycarry-

more
carry-

moremore weight .
QUESTION : Is there a NaNa-Na-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive Democratic leader . who

could pullpuIl them all together?

JACKSON : No , there is nono-

one
no-

oneone Native leader who can dodo-

that
do-

thatthat.. It willwillrequirerequire a decisiondeCIsion-

onon the part of a number ofof-

them
of-

themthem to pull together as a coco-coco-

hesive
co-

hesive

¬-

hesive bloc .

QUESTION : Do the NativesNatives-
tend

Natives-
tendtend to try to influencemfluence politipohti-pohtipoliti-pohti-
cians

politi-
cians

¬-

cians from the outside , ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan gettinggettmg inm there and beingbeing-

involved
being-

involvedinvolved ?

JACKSON : Up until now ,

they did tend to go to thethe-

highest

the-

highesthighest level to get influence ,

establishedestabhshed contacts in WashingWashing-Washing-

ton
Washing-

ton
¬-

ton , and so forth . This is fine ifif-

you
if-

youyou have limitedlunited requirementsrequirements-
youyou are trying to promote . ButBut-

If
But-

ifif you have broad , long-rangelongrangelongrange-
goals

longrange-
goals

-

goals , you need a broader basebase-

of
base-

ofof operations .

QUESTION : Do you foreseeforesee-
any

foresee-
anyany risense in militancy among NaNa-NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

¬-

tive leaders ?

JACKSON : I don'tdont' like thethe-

word
the-

wordword "militancymilitancy" "
. To me it'sitsIt'S-

assoCiated
it's-

associated ''
associated with a group thatthat-

does
that-

doesdoes not have effective power..

Militancy is often an exampleexample-
ofof frustration , of lack of power..
This is not true of the AlaskanAlaskan-
Native

Alaskan-
NativeNative . The Alaskan Native isis-

becoming

is-

becomingbecoming increasingly aware ofof-

his

of-

hishis political power and increasincreas-increas-

ingly

increas-

ingly

¬-

ingly ready to exercise thatthat-

power

that-

powerpower . In most cases , this propro-pro-

d
pro-

daces

¬-

ducesdacesd ces results . This does notnot-

imply
not-

implyimply militancymil tancy to me .

QUESTION : What do youyou-

foresee
you-

foreseeforesee as the major issues thatthat-

wIll

that-

willwill arise at this convention ?

JACKSON : I don'tdont' knowknow-
what

know-
whatwhat those issues are , to bebe-

honest
be-

honesthonest , andandIt'Sit'sits'' important whywhy-

II don'tdont' know . I1 see my role , ifif-

I

if-

am

if-

I

if-

amI am elected chairman , as oneone-

of
one-

ofof moderating the convention ,

not of pushing throguh certaincertain-
issues

certain-
issuesissues I want to see dealt with .

My function is to see that thethe-

delIberative
the-

deliberativedeliberative processes operate , toto-

be
to-

bebe sensitive to the will of thethe-

assembly
the-

assemblyassembly .. Of course , I'mIm'' awareaware-

of
aware-

ofof a few issues , but theytheywllftheywillwilfwllfwillwllf-

have
will-

havehave to come up from the floor .

One of the big issues isis-

whether
is-

whetherwhether the party can be keptkept-
together

kept-
togethertogether or whether it will split...
The Native delegates to the concon-con-

vention
con-

vention
¬-

vention may be .criticalcritical. to this .
How they handle their powerpower-
may

power-
maymay determine what happens .

QUESTION : Is there a realreal-

possibil
real-

possibilitypossibilitypossibil ty the convention couldcould-
split

could-
splitsplit ?

JACKSON : There'sTheres' the oldold-

saying
old-

sayingsaying : "II" don'tdont' belong to anan-

organized
an-

organizedorganized party . I'mIm'' a DemoDemo-Dento-DentoDemo-
crat

Dento-
crat

¬-

crat . "


