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Natives on Sea MammalsMammalsTh-

isThis Anchorage-basedAnchoragebased- group of Alaskan conservationists strongstrong-strong-
ly

strong-
ly

¬-

ly supports amendments to the proposed legislation which wouldwould-

allow
would-

allowallow the Native Peoples of Alaska to continue their takingtakinK of seasea-

mammals
sea-

mammalsmammals for subsistence and handicrafts . Our support 45
'-

s
s'

_
basedbased-

on
asedased-

onon two major considerations : (1)1(1)economic( J)) economic necessity ; (2)2('2j) culcul-culcul-

tural
cul-

tural

¬-

turalturalrespectrespect and admiration .

As to the matter of economic necessity , all of the relevantrelevant-
factors

relevant-
factorsfactors have been thoroughly expressedexpressedandand documented byby-

others
by-

othersothers , and we believe the case to be anall irrefutable one : thethe-

takmg
the-

takingtakingtakmg of sea mammals is absolutely essential to the economiceconomic-
wellbeing

economic-
wellbeingwell-beingwellbeing- of many Alaskan nativesnattves , especially the Eskimos andand-

Aleuts
and-

AleutsAleuts . We do not believebelteve the numbers ofofanimalsanimals to be takentaken-

would
taken-

wouldwould seriouslysenously affect the population levels of the sea mammalsmammals-
concerned

mammals-
concernedconcerned .

In regard to the meritsments - we wouldwouldalsoalso say the necessity - ofof-

preservmg
of-

preservingpreservingpreservmg the native cultures whichwhIchstIllstill depend to a significantsignIfIcant-
degree

significant-
degreedegree onQn.subslstenceQnsubslstenceonsubsistence.,

subsistence huntinghuntmg and handicrafts , we believebelteve the casecase-

to
case-

toto be an equally compellingcompellmg one , perhaps more so . The protectionprotection-
ofof what remains of the traditional culture of these people isis-

essenttal
is-

essentialessentialessenttal not only to them but to all Americans , andandindeedindeedtndeed to allall-

peoples
all-

peoplespeoples of the world .

This is so because we are all benefitted by the continuedcontmuedcontmued-
eXistence

continued-
existenceexistence ofofcultUrescultures different from our own ; we are all enrichedenriched-
by

enriched-
byby the presence of different lifestyleshfestyles - by the successfulsuccessfulrealityrealityreality-

of
reality-

ofofofalternativealternative which standards whichwhich-

to
which-

to
ways-of-lifewaysoflife-- - whichmaymay provide bybywhich

to measure our own . More hopefully , suchsuchalternativesalternatives may helphelp-

to
help-

toto show us where we might find ways to improve our own cultureculture-
Inin those areas where we have failed . The preservation , then , ofof-

Alaskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskan nativenatlve culture is as important to us as it is to themthem-

If
them-

If
them-

IfIfIfItit seems a bit strange for conservationists to be so strongly inIn-

support
in-

supportsupport of such a measure , the answer is that it is not strange at allall-

but
all-

butbut , ratherratiler , entirely consistent with what is central to the conservaconserva-conserva-
tionist

¬.-

tionisttlOnist concern : DIVERSITY . ThisTills plea for the preservation ofof-

cultures
of-

culturescultures basedbasedonon subsistence huntinghuntmg and handicrafts is based onon-

the
on-

thethe same fundamental concern underlying our plea for wildernesswIlderness-
pcrservatlOn

wilderness-
perservationperservationpcrservatlOn , for parks , for open-spaceopenspace- , etc . on DIVERSITY .

The animalammalammalspecIesanimalspeciesspecies that is man has needneedofof alternatives in humanhuman-
cultures

human-
culturescultures as in physical environments - in10 either case he is the lessless-

healthy
less-

healthyhealthy without them . Indeed it would be self-destructiveselfdestructive- to havehave-

aa world without such diversity of cultures and physical environenviron-environ-
ments

environ-
ments

¬-

ments .
In the present case it would be more than tragic to allow thethe-

cultures
the-

culturescultures of the Alaskan natives to pass from the scene , not onlyonly-

because
only-

becausebecause they incorporate ways different from our own , butbut-

because
but-

becausebecause their ways-of-hfewaysofhfeways-of-lifelife- - still have much to tell us about how toto-

reIearn
to-

relearnre-learnrelearnre-IearnIearn- to live inm harmonyharmonywithwith our natural environments - aa-

desperate
a-

desperatedesperate need throughout our world .

For all these reasons we are in10 support of the amendments toto-

allow
to-

allowallow continued taking by Alaskan natives of sea mammals forfor-

subsistence
for-

subsistencesubsistence and handicrafts .

And we can only hope that those who are unitedumted on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof this cause of the Alaskan native willwIllalsoalso apply the samesame-

concern
same-

concernconcern to the inevitablemevltable impact on Native culture by the currentcurrent-
mania

current-
maniamania for economic development that pervades our state adminadmin-admin-

IstratIon
admin-

istration

¬-

istration and businessbuslOess interestsIOterests , includingIncludmg elements within the nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive

¬-

tive population itself.. If the culture of the Alaskan native is worthworth-
preservlOg

worth-
preservingpreservingpreservlOg - as it most certainlycertalOly is - it is worth preservingpreservlOg againstagainst-

alt
against-

allaltall forces , not matter their source . - CHARLES KONIGSBERG


