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Nixon S'endsSends
'

LandLandfLandBill
f'

BillBill-

ProposalProposal , to CCngrCongressCongressWAS-

HINGTON
ngrngrss

WASHINGTON , n.cncD.CDC. . , April 6-Alaska6Alaska- Federation; ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives President Don Wright met todaytodaywithwith PresidentPresident-

Richard
President-

RichardRichard M . Nixon for a 15 minute disGussiondiscussion of the Alas-AlasAlas-

ka
Alas-

ka
-

ka Natives lanlandlandclaimsclaims bill .

"HeHe" left me with the impression he was very sincerely
'interestedinterested' in doing justice and inin-

satsifying
in-

satsifyingsatsifying the needs of the AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
.-

kan native people .," Wright saidsaid-

later
said-

laterlater about his meetingmeetingwithwith thethe-
president

the-
presidentpresident .

"TheThe" President regarded thethe-

Alaskln
the-

AlaskanAlask/lnAlasklnAlaskan/ Native Land Claims adad-adad-

ministration
.-

ministration proposal as an im-imim-

plementation
im-

plementation
-

plementation of the administra-administraadministra-

tion's
administra-

tion's
-

tion'stions' new Indian policy ,,"
Wright said .

He said that the President

seemed very open minded andand-
had

and-
hadhad a feeling for our position .

The administrallonadministration today sentsent-
its

sent-
itsits bill to tongressCongress with a specialspecial-

accompanying
special-

accompanyingaccompanying message from thethe-

President
the-

PresidentPresident .

Also present at Wright'sWrights' meet-meetmeet-

ing

meet-

ing

-

ing with the President WaS Sen-SenSen-

atoe
Sen-

ator
-

atoeator Ted Stevens (R-AlaskaRAlaska- ) and-
Frank

andand-
FrankFrank Bracken of the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment .

According to Wright ., the Pres-PresPres-

ident
Pres-

ident
-

ident said he regarded the ad-adad-

ministration
ad-

ministration
-

ministration land claims propos-propospropos-
al

-

al as a floor or foundation for aa-

just
a-

justjust settlement..

With the entry of the admin-adminadmin-

istration
admin-

istration
-

istration land claims bill ., Con-ConCon-

is

Con-

is

-

is moving qUIckly towards thethe-

resolution
the-

resolutionresolution of Alaska'sAlaskas' Native '

Land ClalmsClaims .

Within the past week ., bothboth-
the

both-
thethe House and Senate IntenorIntenor-
and

Intenor-
andand Insular Affairs CommitteesCommittees-
have

Committees-
havehave announced dates for hope-hopehope-
fully

hope-
fully

-

fully final hearings on the llndlandland-
claims

ndnd-

claimsclaims bills .

Senator Henry M .. Jackson-
DWashington

JacksonJackson-
DWasl( D-WaslDWaslD-WashingtonDWashington- ngton ) , chairman of thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate committee has scheduledscheduled-
aa hearing on the land claims billbill-

Continued

./
(( Continued On page 6)6)
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House "InteriofInteriof'lnteriotlnteriot'InteriorInterior',"' ., ContmitteeCommitteeCommittee-

t

Committee-
hearings1t1hearingshearings werewere .scheduledscheduled., last-

week
listlastlast-

weekweek for , May 3 , to be.be,
. followedfollowed-

by\ by a full week to be devoteddevote to

'.."marking'up""markingmarking"markirigmarkirigkgg'Up'upup'Up\'UpUp'Uphe'' up-upupthe"\; .-,;,. thehe ..finalfinalJmat. ,, landland-
claims

:

' claims-claimsclaimsbill-' bill . , totobcto ;: be ' submittedsubmitted
.-
to

t-
o.'toto'the full CongressCongress,1Congress1:;. '"

., !

' I' '
, .

,
'.:

'

.
,. DespiteDesPite'fearsDesPitefears.Despite'fears.Despitefears' fears that landlandclaimsclaimsc1claimsclaims-

would
imsims'-

w'-

w
w' wouldwouldu1d bebe'heldbeheld' held iipupp in Congress byby-
aaa lengthyen y .

SST debatedebateebate ," , thistthisis did

Ji

notnnotnotoccur'tt' occurooccurcur. Ass theth Congressional
sessionssion "' opened ,;, SenatorSenatorJackSenator/'Jack-Senator'JackJackSeSenator'Jack-
sbn's

ator/JackwatorJackwatorJackws-
On's

'/JackJack/, ,/
' ¬-

son'ssonssbn'ssbns' main
"-

concern
c- oncern'- concem\was'-concemc- oncemw-as"'concern 'waswas'\ was passagepassagepassage-

of
,

of the SST appropriationapprop.riationappropriation'aappropriationa.
,

'-

aa' a vivi-vivi-

tally
vi-

tally
¬-

,
tally

,
important ',: measuremeasuremeasureto-toto;'

-

, tbto >,. hishighig-

aircraftaircraftmrcraft industry dominatedomiriated and-

unemployment
and

. unemployment 'plaguedplagued''plagplag' ed
'

, homehome-
state

home-
statestate ,. ,:, ,.

-'
'"

;
."

ByPP'; last week ;, thetre SST quesques-quesques-

tion
¬.-

. tion had
'

been settled for thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear , , by a Congressional votevote-

to
vote-

toto ,
withhold , further funds forfor-

the
for-

thethethetheprojectprojectproject . Despite his lacklackoflack of-

success
ofof-

successuccesssucces in the debate , its resoluresolu-resresolu-

tion
lu-lulu-

tion
¬-

tion freedfeed .SenatorSenator., Jackson ' toto-

concen'trate
to-

concentrateconcentrateconcen'trateconcentrate'

on other , importantimportant-
matters

important-
matters

.

matters in his committeec mmittee -. andand-

nativenative land claims heads the listlist'.. '

., AnotherAnother feared
,
roadblockroadblockan-anan- anan-

antiI
an-

antilandantilandgroupanti-landantilandanti-IantiI- nanagroupgroup ofor conservativeconservative-
Congressmen

conservativeconservative-
CongressmenCongressmenCongressmen to be centered a-aa-

rpund
a-

tQund
a-

round
-

rpundtQundround .SecretarySecretarySecretay., of the InteriorInterior-
Rogers

Interior-
RogersRogers C.BCB'C.B' . ,. MortonM rton , did notnot-

materialize
not-

materializematerialize . -'

Mr . iMorton'sI'
. Morton'sMortonsftiort'on'sftiortons' ' recent propro-propro-

nouncemenfs

pro-

nouncen
¬- '

nouncementsnouncemenfsnouncen > ents havehav shown majormajor-
c

major-
changeschangesc anges I(Ifromfrom those he made-
during

mademade-

during.duringduring., hishjs firstrrrst weeks in ' officeoffice-

and
office-

andand the ladministrationadministration]', billbiJI is aa-

highly
a-

highlyhighly fa'yorablefayorablefavorable
' one to AlaskanAlaskan-

Nativ
Alaskan-

NativesNativesNativ s. >

\;,
'

The White HouseHOlse! proposal ,

willw 11 give AlaskanAlask. n Natives fee titletitle-

to, to 40, millionmilUon acres . , In special-

instances
specialpecialpecial-

instances
;

instances , such as federalfederal rere-rere-

serves
re-

serves
¬-

serves ,, Natives may select landland-

there
land-

therethere but Would not receive minmin-min-

erai
min-

eral
¬-

eraleraieralrightsrights .

In place of, the mine rightsrights-

on
rights-

onon this particular selection , NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives would be allowed to selectselect-

mineral
select-

mineralmineral rights to other landslands-

provided
lands-

providedprovided the lands were withinwithin-

aa specified distance of the villagevillage-

involved
village-

involvedinvolved .

Under the bill'sbills' provisions ,

the Native village would beocmebeocme-

the
eocmeeocme-

thethe dominant selection-unitselectionunitselectioltunselectlom'unitselectlomunit- ' t .

Terms of the bill provide fourfour-

townships
four-

townshipstownships for ,each village , plusplus-

additional
plus-

additionaladditional land the village needsneeds-

within
needs-

withinwithin a rangrange? of.of.. 25 ,townships .

Each village will owrtowlown' the landslands-

and
lands-

andand in most cases the sub-surfacesubsurfacesubsurface-
rights

subsurface-
rights

-

rights .

;: AfterAfter'theAfterthe:y:)'' the villagesyiUages '
,. have sese-sese-

lec'ted

¬.- ;

lectedlec'tedecteL' ( ,, their lands ," ,. thethe
., NativesNatives-

will

jj-

willwill be able to select otheroter landslands-

up
lands-

up, up ., to the (,total ofor 40 millionmillion-

acres
million-

acres
,

acres . The plan expects that triethethe-

Native

the-

NativeNative people would selectIect 3p-3pap-apap-

proximately
ap3p-

proximately
-¬-

.' proximately 20 millionmillionmillionacresacres a-aa-

round
a-

round
a-

round
-

round the villages and then anan-

additional
an-

additionaladditional 20 million acres ..
However , the billbillwillbillc-willwillc- will notnot-

allow

not-

allowallow Natives to select land alal-alal-

ready
¬.- '

ready selected by the state butbut-

only
but-

onlyonly tentatively approved for-

patent
forfor-

'patentpatent'patent', ... '

The administration'administration' billbillabolabolabol-abol-

ishes

¬.-

ishes the five , year land freeze inin-

the
in-

thethe previous Senate bill . NativesNatives-

will

Natives-

willwill select their land firUfirstfirt$ , fol-folfol-

lowed
fol ¬.- .

lowed by selectionsselect ons by FederalederalFederal-

programs
,

programs and then the StateState of-

Alaska
ofof-

AlaskaAlaska . -
11,.1-

1TheThe land claims billbillcdntainsbillcdntains-
a

.containscontains., c nt insins-

aa federal appropriation of $500500$500i'-

J1

$500-

million
$

millioni'J1iJ1'1lion . This provision is similarsimilar-

to
similar-

toto that includedfneluded in the Senate-
bill

SenateSenate-
billbill sponsored by Sen . Henry M .

JacksonJackson-
JacksonAlthough

Although
.- ,"

the
'

revenue sharingsharingsharing-

provision

sharing-

provisionprovision has reportedly been6ee'n6een6ee'n-

approved
been-

approved

'

approved by the Bureau of thethe-

Budget
the-

BudgetBudget , the bureau reportedlyreportreportedly-
has

dlydly-

hashas not yet approved a S500$500500$ mil-milmil-

lion
mil ¬.-

lion federal grant..

SelectionsSelectionsaccording, .acac.,,accordingording tothetothe-
bill

to "thethe"the-

bill
," , the

bill , would only be suspendedsuspended-

forfor litigation if the litigationlitigation-

originates
litigation-

originatesoriginates with the state .

Essentially ,, according to mostmost-

sources
most-

sourcessources , the administration billbill-

is

bill-

isis very similar to the legislationlegislation-

passed
legislation-

passedpassed by last year'syears' Senate asas-

S

as-

SS 1830 , except for the increaseincrease-

inin the land grant...
Last Wednesday (March 31)313 I ) ,

Representative Lloyd MeedsM eds of-

Washington
ofof-

WashingtonWashington introducedintroducecJ the AFNAFN-

land
AFN-

landland claimscJaims bill-callingbillcalling-- for 6060-

million
60-

millionmillion acres , S500$500500$ million andand-

aa 2 per cent overridingoverriding'mineraloverridingmineraloverriding'minera-
lroyaJtyinto

'mineralmineral' minera-
lroyaltyintoroyalty-intoroyaltyintoroyaJty-intoroyaJty- the House of Rep-

resentatives
RepRep-Repr-

esentatives
-¬-

resentatives .
,-_-* *

Meeds introduced the billbill-

along
bill-

alongalongalongwithwith 25 cosponsors-thecosponsorsthecosponsorsthe-
maximum

cosponsorsthe-
maximum

---
maximum number allowed on a-

House
aa-

HouseHouse bill . By this week , WrightWright-

hopes
Wright-

hopeshopes to be ready with anotheranother-
versjon

another-
versionversionversjon of the same bill-tobillto- acac-acac-

commodate
ac-

commodate
¬-

commodate additional cospon-cosponcospon-
sors

cospon-
sors

cospon-
sors

-

sors .

The AFN bill now in thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse parallelsparaJlels a similar AFN-

bill

AFNAFN-

billbill introduced in the SenateSenate-

several

Senate-

severalseveral week'sweekswe k'sks'' ago which has at-

tracted
atat-atat-

tracted
¬-

tracted many cosponsors .,


