
ASNASUES,

,

1'01101'TO'OUSTTOOUST'' OUST
, , ' .

SLSLOPE
. .

PE OIL
SEATTLE--AprilSEATTLEAprilSEATTLE-April-: 16-1616our16-four-16four16fourNatives-( our-ourourNativ- NativNativess say they will'filewillfile\iil'fileiilfile'' suit'a-suit'asuitasuit'a-

tesy
suit''a-'aa'a-

tesy

' -

tesy of KIKFAR;'AR news department ) gainst the State of Alaska to e-ee-

Leaders

e-

Leaders

-

Leaders ofof Alaska'sAlaskas,Alaska'sAlaskas' North Slope vict
,

oil companies from the

North S ope .

Charles EdwardSlnEdwardsen: Jr . , ExecuExecu-Execu-

tive
.-

tive Director of the Arctic SlopeSlope-

Native
Slope-

NativeNative . AsSociation , says thethe-

state
the-

statestate and ththithioiloil companies havehave-

trespassed
have-

trespassedtrespassed on native lalldslands with-withwith-

out
with-

out
-

out consent .
The association'sassociations' telegalaI coun-

sel
coun-councoun-

sel

-
"

sel sayssaysNQ-NQNQ
-
Northth SSlopeope EskimosEskimos-

werewere not giV'engiVen' notice when thethe-

state
the-

statestate sold $900900$ million in oiloil-

and
oil-

andand rnineralleasesmineral leases in 1969 .

He says there is no legallega-

lpatent
lega-

lpatentpatent to any land on the NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope . The counsel , Fred Paul ,

says the suit will be f1edfiled! later-

this
laterlater-

thisthis month in WashingtonD.CWashingtonDC, ., .

The suit was announced at aa-

hews

a-

hewshews conference in Seattle todaytoday-

where
today-

wherewhere leaders of the Association-

denounced
AssociationAssociation-

denounceddenounced the Interior DepartDepart-Depart-

ment's

.-

ment'sments' new land claims settle-settlesettle-

ment
settle-

ment

-

ment proposal as meaning "cuicui"cul-"culcul"cul-

tural

" .-

tural and ethnic genocide " toto-

North
to-

NorthNorth Slope Natives .,

In Juneau , State Natural Re-ReRe-

sources
Re-

sources

-

sources Commissioner CharlesCharles-

Herbert
Charles-

HerbertHerbert said he doesn'tdoesnt' believebelieve-

there
believe-

therethere is any legal question in-inin-

volving
in-

volving
-

volving the North Slope landland-

"unless
land-

"unless"unlessunless" the whole Statehood Act-

is
ActAct-

isis illegal , and that'sthats' not likelyl-ikelylikely-
,."

( Continued on page 6)6)
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)Herbert
1-

)Herbert
1-

)Herbert
)

Herbert said the land , whichwhjwhich-

includes
hh-

includesincludes the Prudhoe Bay oiloil-

fields
-

fields, was selectedSelecteqSelectequnderselectedunder, under thethe-

Statehood
the-

StatehoodStatehood Act in 1963 or 1964 .

The State selection won requiredrequired-
Presidential

required-
PresidentialPresidential endorsement and thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land ManagementMan3geManagement-

granted
el\teltelt-

graoted
\

grantedgraoted tentative approvalvproval: .,, HerlIer-lIerHer-lIer-

bert
Her-

bert

¬-

bert said .

Herbert said the Alaskan land -'

freeze is holdingholding'up'upup'' up issuanceissuance ofof-

formal
of-

formalformal title to the statemte for theththe-

landland , but said the state viewsviews-

tentative
views-

tentativetentative approval , under a State-

Attorney
StateStaleStale-

AttorneyAttorney General'sGenerals'' opinion ,. asas-

giving

as-

givinggiving the state "thethe" right to buybuy-

and
buy-

andand sell just as if the land werewere-

patented
were-

patentedpatented .:"'
The Commissioner said it waswas-

the
was-

thethe State'sStatesStatfs' position that the na-nana-

tive
na-

.tive

na-

tive

--

tive.tive,. land claimclaims?$ of..
North SlopeSlppe

"-

acreage had been filed after thethe-

State
the-

StateState selected the land under thethe-

Statehood
the-

StatehoodStatehood Act..

"IfIf"JJ"( such a suit should be SusSus-Su-
stained

sus-

tained

¬-

tained and the oil companiescompanies-

evicted
companies-

evictedevicted ,.
," he said , "thenthen" the oiloil-

companies
oil-

companiescompanies would have goodgood-

grounds
good-

groundsgrounds for actiona ton againstag-ainstagainst- thethe-

state
the-

statestate ."
Attorney General John Have-HavelIave-lIaveHave-

lock
lIave-

lock
Have-

lock

--

lock declined to comment on thethe-

threatened
the-

threatenedthreatened lawsuit ,. but concon-concon-

firmed
¬-

firmed that the State regardsregards-

tentative
regards-

tentativetentative approval of its NorthNorth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope Land as equivalentequivalenqoequivalent,4oequivalent4o., finalfina-

lapproval
final-

approvalapproval...

According to Lester Suvlu ,

Mayor of Barrow and a membermember-

of
member-

ofof the ASNA Board of Directors ,.,

Joe Upicksoun and CharlieCharhe Ed-EdEd-

wardsen
EdEd-

wardsen

-.

wardsen have not spoken to the-

rest

thethe-

restrest of the ASNA Board withinwIthin-

the
within-

thethe last few days ., His first-

knowledge
firstfirst-

knowledgeknowledge of the press concon-con-

ference

¬.-

ference came from a TundraTundra-

Times
Tundra-

TimesTimes reporter askingaskmg for anan-

opinion
an-

opinionopinion .
-

"II" 1 don'tdont' think 1I should make-

any
makemake-

anyany comment ," Suvlu saidsa d aboutababout-

the
utut-

thethe conference and the proposed'proposed'proposed-

suit
proposed-

suit 'suit..


