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Staff
SHULMAN-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

In

Writer-

InIn the past few years , manymany-

exciting
many-

excitingexciting new developments in-

cross
inin-

crosscross cultural education have be-be-

gun at the University of Alaska .

Bilingual ' language programs ,

the AIAlaskalska< reader , RuralRural-

Schools
Rural-

SchoolsSchools Project , research into-
the

intointo-
thethe needs of boarding home stu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
-

dents all began in its DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Education , linquistics and In-InIn-

stitutes
In-

stitutes
-

stitutes .

Yet , at present , these pro-propro-
grams

pro-
grams

-
grams are isolated , receive sep-sepsep-
arate

sep-

arate
--

arate funding and lack an im-imim-

portant
im-

portant
-

portant element - means to in-inin-

clude
in-

clude
-

clude input from the native peo-peopeo-
ple

peo-
ple

-
ple who will be involved in thethe-

programs
the-

programsprograms .

Cross cultural education is anan-

important
an-

importantimportant concern of educatorseducators-
inin Alaska today . With its largelarge-

Eskimo
large-

EskimoEskimo , Indian and Aleut pop-

ulation
pop-poppop-

ulation
--

ulation not only in the ruralrural-
viJIages

rural-
villagesviJIagesvillages but also in the urbanurban-

centers
urban-

centerscenters , Alaska has unique edu-eduedu-

C
edu-

cational
-

Ccationaltional problems .

In order to coordinate nativenative-

opinions
native-

opinionsopinions with professional focusfocus-

on
focus-

onon these problems , the Univer-UniverUniver-

sity
Univer-

sity
-

sity of JaskaAlaska Board of RegentsRegents-

last
Regents-

lastlast week created a new unit :.-'
the Center for Northern Educa-EducaEduca-

tion
Educa-

tion
-

tion .
The Center will be an inter-interinter-

disciplinary
inter-

disciplinary
-

disciplinary., research and plan-planplan-

ning
plan-

ning
-

ning organization , simijarsimilar to thethe-
University's

the-
University's' in-inin-

stitutes
in-

stitutes
University'sUniversitys various research -

stitutes . It will focus on re-re-

'- -

searching the educational needsneeds-

of
needs-

ofof native Alaskans and develdevel-devel-

oping
.-

oping programs to lit thesethese-

needs
these-

needsneeds ,.

"TheThe"" Center represents area re-rere-

cognition
.-

cognition on the part of thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity that as much empha-emphaempha-
sis

mphampha-mpha-
sis

'-
sissis-

mpha
has to be put on the bumanhumanbuman-

needs
human-

needsneeds of Alaska as on the phys-physphysi-

cal
phys-

ical
--

ical ,"," commented VAUA Depart-DepartDepart-

ment
Depart-

ment
-

ment of Education Head FrankFrank-

Darnel
Frank-

DarnellDarnelDarnell! ,
Integral to the research , pro-propro-

gram
pro-

gram
-

gram development and prprogramprogram-

support
gramgram-

supportsupport purposes of the CenterCenter-
will

Center-
willwill be its further goal .- to act asas-

a

as-

aa platform I from which "thethe"the-

Native
""the-

NativeNative population may join withwith-

the
with-

thethe 'educationaleducational' establishment '
and governmental agencies in thethe-

develop.ment
the-

developmentdevelop.mentdevelopment. of cross culturalcultural-
educational

cultural-
educationaleducational programs ."

TThee Center will be an integralintegral-
part

integral-
partpart of the University . '

Its permanent staff , as visu-visuvisu-
alized

visu-

alized
-

alized in a proposal to the FordFord-
Foundation

Ford-
FoundationFoundation ,, will consist of onlyonly-
five

only-
fivefive people . They will be supple-supplesupple-
mented

supple-
mented

--

mented by Program AssociatesAssociates-
who

Associates-
whowho will work with the CenterCenter-
for

Center-
forfor various periods,9tperiods9tperiodsp.,, time onon-

specific
on-

specificspecific research projects or pro-propro-
grams

pro-
grams

-
grams..

"InIn" essense ,," writes Dr . DarDar-Dar-
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nell , "thethe"' " Center would hope toto-

assume
to-

assumeassume leadership in the long-

range
longlong-

rangerange coordinated educationaleducational-
planning

educational-
planningplanning now lacking in public-

education
publicpublic-

educationeducation inm Alaska !: Thus , thethe-

Center
the-

CenterCenter would have the fundafunda-funda-

ment3l
funda-

mental
¬-

mentalment3l function of askingaskmg thethe-

centraJ
the-

centralcentralcentraJ ,, but neglected questionsquestions-

onon goals , control , and processprocess-

and
process-

andand applying the best of scientiscienti-scienti-

fic

scienti-

fic
¬--

fic investigativeinvestiga ive methods in co-coco-
operation

coco-co-
operation

-¬

operationoperationwithwithwith a broad crosscross-

section
cross-

sectionsection of society in quest ofof-

answers

of-

answersanswers ."
Program associatesassociat.esassociates. , the Workwork-work-

ing

-.

ing membersmember$ ofof the Center ,,

might come from University fafa-fafa-

culty
fa-

culty
¬--

culty or Institutes ,, or from suchsuch-

groups
such-

groupsgroups as the Alaska FederationFederation-
ofof Natives , state and federal a-aa-

gencies

a-

gencies

a-

gencies

-

gencies , graduate students and-

visiting
and-

visiting
and

visiting scholars .

The Center expects to devotedevote-

at
devote-

atat least one full year to pre-prepre-

operational
pre-

operational
pre-

operational
-

operational planning ,. beginningbeginning-

itsits work in the summer of 1972 .

DuringDl,1ringDl1ring, this time ., Dr . DarnellDarnell-

isis contacting native groups , StateState-

School
State-

SchoolSchool Boards and other groupsgroups-

and
groups-

andand individualsindivjduals concerned withwith-

Alaska's
with-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskas' multicultural educationeducation-education-
al

¬-

al problems to give them thethe-

opportunity
the-

opportunityopportunity to influenceinfluen e theththe-

Center'sCenter'sCenters' scope and direction .

He hopes to invite these inin-inin-

dividuals
in-

dividuals
¬-

dividuals and groups to the UniUni-Uni-

versity

Uni-

versity

¬-
versity at various timesJimes to dis-disdis-

cuss
disdis-dis-

cuss
-¬-

cuss ongoing plans for the center .

Some funding will come from-
contracts

fromfrom-
contractscontracts now held by the UniUni-Uni-
versity

Uni-

versity
-¬-

versity , such as the bilingual

language program ,. teacher corpslorpslorps-
and

:corps-

andand rural schools whichwhi h will bebe-

incorporated
be-

incorporatedincorporated into the Center..

Near the ehdend of April ,. reprerepre-repre-

sentatives
repre-

sentatives

¬-

sentatives of the Ford FoundaFounda-Founda-

tion

Founda-

tion

¬-

tion will be into Alaska to discussdIscuss-

Foundation
discuss-

FoundationFoundation funding with memmemomem-mem-

bers

¬-

bersrs of the University ., The UniUna ¬..
versity is requesting a Ford-

Foundation
FordFord-

FoundationFoundation grantgtant of $654,000654000S654,000S654000$654,000-
to

S654,000-
to

$ ,

to support the central staffingstaffing-

and
staffing-

andand operational functions of thethe-

Center
the-

CenterCenter ,, to initiate early programprogram-

development
program-

developmentdevelopment and to disseminatedisseminate-

findings
disseminate-

findingsfindings .

An important part of thethe-
Center's

the-
Center'sCenter'sCenters' work will be to chart aa-

direction
a-

directiondirection to education in thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth . In a state faced withwith-

the
with-

thethe complex problems of emergemerg-emerg-

ing

emerg-

ing

¬-

ing native people and a supersuper-super-

imposed
super-

imposed
¬--

imposed economically dominant ,.

culturally different group , thethe-

Center
the-

CenterCenter hopes to provide a planplan-plan-

ning
plan-

ning
¬-

ning focusf us.,
-- responsive to the-

needs
thethe-

needsneeds of the native people . .-

Important questions on thethe-

vlllues

the-

valuesvaluesvlllues of assimilation , the learnlearn-learnlearn-

ing

learn-

ing

¬-

ing styles of Alaskan Native chilchil-chil-

dren
chil-

dren

¬-

dren and what leads some ofof-

them
of-

themthem to success in schoolschopl andand-

others
and-

othersothers to problems
.
will all bebe-

pursued
be-

pursuedpursued .

Interested individuals desirdesir-desir-

ing
desir-

ing
¬-

ing more informationinfonnat on about thethe-

center
the-

centercenter or with pertinent ideas-

should
ideasideas-

shouldshould contact Dr . Frank DarDar-Dar-

nell
Dar-

nell
¬-

nell DepartmentDeparment( of Education-
the

EducationEducation-
thethe UniversityUniversityofof Alaska College ,

Alaska .


