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Trace amounts ofofradioactiveradioactive materialsmaterials-

have

materials-

havehave been found on Amchitka Island inin-

the

in-

thethe Aleutiansleutians , according to a GreenpeaceGreenpeace-

report

Greenpeace-

reportreport issued Oct . 30 .

The report was written by Greenpeace .

Amchitka Island was the location of a sese-

ries

se-

ries

se-se¬-

ries of nuclear explosions conducted byby-

the

by-

thethe Department of Defense during thethe-

Cold

the-

ColdCold War .,

""EvenEven the trace amounts of radiationradiation-

indicated

radiation-

indicatedindicated by this Greenpeace report areare-

unacceptable

are-

unacceptableunacceptable ,
". Governor Tony KnowlesKnowles-

said

Knowles-

saidsaid in a news release .
""The"The serious con-

cerns

con-

cerns
concon-¬-

cerns raised by this report must be adad-

dressed

ad-

dressed

ad-ad¬-

dressed by the federal government , withwith-

the

with-

thethe full involvement of the state and Aleu-

tian

Aleu-

tian

AleuAleu-¬-

tian residents . The nuclear testing that ococ-

curred

oc-

curred

oc-oc¬-

curred on Amchitka Island is an unwel-

come

unwel-

come

unwelunwel-¬-

come legacy of the cold war whichwhichcannotcannotcannot-

be

cannot-

bebe ignored .
".

During the 1960s and 1970s , nuclearnuclear-

bombs

nuclear-

bombsbombs were detonated a mile or moremore-

underground

more-

undergroundunderground . The first bombbombwaswas deto-

nated

deto-

nated

detodeto-¬-

nated in 1965 and had a yield of 80 kilo-

tons

kilo-kilokilo-

tons

kilo-

tons

--

tons . The second blast in 1969 yielded oneone-

megaton

one-

megatonmegaton . The last explosion was in 1971 ,

yielding five megatons , which ranks as thethe-

largest

the-

largestlargest nuclear test ever conducted .

One kiloton has the explodsive powerpower-

of

power-

ofof 1,0001000, tons of TNT while one megatonmegaton-

has

megaton-

hashas the exploding power of 1I million tonstons-

of

tons-

ofof TNTM.
""ItIt was the third and largest (explo-

sion

explo-

sion

exploexplo-¬-

sion ) in 1971 thatthat became the seminalseminal-

event

seminal-

eventevent in the founding of GreenpeGreenpeacece , "

said Bob King ,, press secretary forfor-

Knowles

for-

KnowlesKnowles .

When the exploexplosionsexplosionswentionst,:, entnt off, a large ..Jiole.holehole was formed underground . This '

.

'cavedaved in andand.aanda., a lake was formedfonned , becoro-
r

becombecoro-becorobecotpbecotp-

ing

.¬-
r

ing thethethestressedstressed arearea . It has been tested inin-

the

in-

thethe past by the Department of Energy ,

wwhichch found no contaminates ,.

., ..TheTheThe DepartmentDepartmet of Defense Vickpickeddd-

'the''- the
t-

he''thethepicked'the
. "

Aleutian., .
_ isisland

.
and for testing

" '
because

.

it

''jj,

was uninhabited andandremoteremote . For a shortshort-

time

short-

timetime during World War II111I is was used asas-

a

as-

aa militarymUitary base , which raises the ques-

tion

ques-

tion
quesques-¬-

tion about the workers ' health , accord-

ing

accord-

ing

accordaccord-¬-

,
ing to King ,.

The state is concconcernedconcernedaboutrne' aboaboutabout-
Greenpeace's

tt-

Greenpeace'sGreenpeace'sGreenpeaces' report , althougha1though it is tootoo-

soon
too-

soonsoon to give a conclusive evaluation of itit...
The Department of Environmental Con-

servation

Con-

servation
ConCon-¬-

servation hadhadalreadyalready been planning toto-

oversee

to-

overseeoversee the monitoring of the island byby-

the

by-

thethe federal government , according to DECDEC-

Commissioner

DEC-

CommissionerCommissioner Michele Brown .

""DECDEC is developingdevelopingaa program of inde-

pendent

inde-

pepdent
indeinde-¬-

pendentpepdent monitoring and oversight of thett-
U.S

tethethe-

US
e

U.SUS., . Department of Energy'sEnergys'' activities atat-

Amchitka

at-

AmchitkaAmchitka Island . This is being' doneoneone-

through'ih'aiflr7throughhroughthroughad. adan AszreementAgreement Jpeft.', Principle
'that'ih'aiflihaifl

. '. , . . . . . . .r7 . '" ' '. ' ;t.i.Jti.JtiJ' . ;., " ;:,! S.' signed betweenb'91fA.I.fD'Ob91fAI.fDOb91fAIfDOD'tDtDOE a'hdahdand' .DtC'nDtCnDEC'thDECth. ''waswaswas signedslgnea betweenetween E1:. anu J.JrJJrC 10

1995 . DOE is-providingprovidingisproviding-, flOancifinancial
ttpsupportsupport-

for
p rtrt-

for
,
for the state oversight,'" said BrownBrown lnvain'iiniin"aina"' '

news release .

A community advisory board to propro-pro-
vide

pro-
vide

-¬

vide meaningful involvement in the plan-

ning

plan-

ning
planplan-¬-

ning , studying andandsamplingsampling of AmchitkaAmchitka-

Island

Amchitka-

IslandIsland is being established by DEDEC andaDd:

the Aleutian/PribilofAleutianPribilofAJeutian/PribiJofAJeutianPribiJof// Islands Association ,-
according to Brown ,.,.. -_..,,,

0""IfIfIf there is a lleakak ,
'
then the federal gov-

emment

gov-

nns
govgov-¬-

ernmentemmentnnsisis ;responsibleS Sible to cleanlean it up andand-

m

an-
drnmrnmonitorrnrMforltilirMforltMtit': inin'theinthein'theinthe'..thth futurefatbre sincsince they did thethe-

afesttn'I'lq1Ilq1afesttn{eltml-'sWiQSfefeltml'sWiQSfefsWiQSfef". ." J!''tItI-°')''satdiusatdiu(j\13j13'\ ' ,11,,11; !"\\11., HQ4t' oU>' ;* .* '.;db*, !;
.{esttn , salu g ""ttat-

'V
at-

V
,
,

; , " ,_ ,

(atnl ,

""OurOur.,9 r (pDECDECD:>E)) tpurposepurposeJrp IsisI toj( seesee-
tJhatthatthat-

DOE's

tt-

gE'SDOE'sDOEs!?gE'SgES' AmchitkaAmchitkaa ', activitiesaactivitiesvities properlyroper1r(?properlyroper1rch
','charcharcharchara-

cterize
ch ¬

acterizeacterize thetheenvlronnentalenvlronnentalconditionsenvenvironmentalnnl;} ta1 conditionscpnditions , In-

coiporateAlaskans
in1-

1cOfporateAJaskans
;In-In11-11¬-

corporatecOfporateAJaskanscoiporateAlaskans,:Alaskans ' concconcernsconcernsms and that-

proper
thatthat-

properproperproper actions artakenaretaken?,,taken ifllherethere are anyany-

indications
any-

indicationsindications ofofadverseadverse impacts to publicpublic-

health
public-

healthhealth or the environment ," said Brown .,


