
PARPARwIIEPARw

IIEd"
, . . . . _ , ,' v ' '. ' " ' ' ' ,. dPAReth " " "

Rnr-llilnrllilRInkAFIJnien'bershpRInkAFIJnienbershpRethinkiiRethinketh
'
-':1hl

.

*
l- 'kl-k

'i'tfitfi'tfrk'W
,
AFN

'jojo

Frk'WrkW' \

:

.

Fmem'bersl1lFmembersl1lmembershipFmem'bersl1lV
. ,

'
-:* ' f'LfL' ' ii-ii-

iP
V "

., , ,', -' '" " ,.'' ' >'
,*U -- -, W'HVWHV' '' " ,'"'itit>' , -.

' ,' | ,.)W' ':
.

4 44-

Guest"editorialGuestGuest"editorialGuesteditorial'"'editorialeditorialditoria ybyyGarjby GaiyGaryGarj:. ..IiIi
AA.AMoore

"

. ,,Moore
,

''ii',:
,

11-

b

..riri: yJ1i., ,Yf!
_

' 155-

rti
,,1 b" ",,> rti

On OctOd . 17-191719- , the Alaskaaska Federation of NNativestives (AF1lA1N';)APN) hostedosted its 30th'AnnualAnn'ual"
Con-

entiort

Con-

vention

Con-

yentiori
Con-Con-

yentioriventionentiort and celebratedcelebratedcelebratedthethe
'
25th

' yyearyearir since thethethepthepassage
*

ppassagege of the AlaskaAlaska-NativeAlaskaNative"'-'NatNat'Natve"NativeNativeve ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

ClaimsClaims-

SettlementSettlement ActAd (ANCSA) .,

IItisItisiSnoteworthyItisnoteworthy, iS noteworthy that AFN has endured for more than a generation as Alaska'sAlaskas' collec-

tive
collec-

tive'Native
collec-

tive'iVtive
collec-collec-

tivetive'NativetiveNativetive'iVtivetiveiVtive' ?jitive voicevoice to CCongressCngressngress and our own state llegislaturegislature . AFN'sAFNs' presence and influ-

en
influ-

ence
influinflu-¬-

enenceence c>cveroveroverver the years have aided in the ppassagepassagess g ''ooofbf(;multiplenultipltnukipli legislation thatthaithat'has benefitedbenefited-

Natives

benefited-

Natives
I'I-

having
Natives rossacrossacross Alaska .

having acknowledged AFN'sAFNs' longevity andandaccomplishmentsaccomplishments , whywhywouldwould anyoneanyone-

question
anyone-

questionquestion AFN'sAFNs' recordrecordoror continued leadership role? Critics , suchsuc. as myselfyself , boil downdown-

the
down-

thethe argument to one problem . AFN rrepresentspresen bothboth-
j

bothcbothcorporate
j
ccorporatecorporaterporate and Native goveming-

interests
governinggoveminggoverning-

interestsinterests alike . Congress ' sanction oof( permipermittinggcor
,

corporatecorporateorate voting powers in AlAlaska's-

Native

Alaska'sAlaskasAlska'sska'sskasska's-

Nativ

'
NativNative governmental function is odd to say thetlie leastleast and destructive : at worstworst..

A prime example of this problem occurroccurredoccurredatddatat lStlastlast years' convention . The debate waswas-

over
was-

overover the potentialpotentialopeningopeningopeningopeningofof the Alaska National
.,
WilWildlifei' RRefugege (ANWRANWR) to ooil explo-

ration
exploexplo-explo-

ration
-¬-

ration . Since the for-profitforprofit- corporations hold the majmajorityrity ofofvotesofvoiesvoiesvotes in AFN'sAFNs' membersmembership-

the
membershipipip-

thethe end result came as no surprisesurpriseAFN.
,
AFN sent a resolution to CongressCongress'inCongressin

''in'in support ofof-

ANWR

of-

ANWRANWR development..
' .'

Another exampleenmple from our past to consider is ANCSA itself and the influenceinfluenc.einfluence. thatthat-

AFN

that-

AFNAFN had in its design and passage intinto law . The historical land and cash settlement thatthat-

resulted
,

resulted from ANCSA seemed like a.a. win , win situation for Alaskaaska NNativesves wwhoo hadhad longlong-

sought
long-

soughtsought justice for the loss of their lands , culture and lifestyle ., However , thereere was a sig-

nificant

sig-

nificant
sigsig-¬-

nificant price that the villagesvillagC$ had to pay . The legislation abolishedabolishedallall aboriginal rightsrights-

toto fish and game resources for Alaska'sAlaskas' indigenous people . The aftermathaftennath of ANCSA'sANCSAsANCSA'-

spassage

ANCSA'-

spassage

'

passage has jeopardizedjeopardizedvillagersvillagersvillagerslivelihoodvillagers-livelihoodvillagerslivelihood'-' -'-livelihoodlivelihood'livelihood and has plagued thete coucourtcourt system withwith-

battles
with-

battlesbattles between subsistence , commercial and sportsmen'ssportsmenssportsttlen'ssportsttlens' interests , which carries onon-

even
on-

eveneven today ,. >.
's}'ssI'Ififs >,. ,. .

.'' ,

When viewed together , AFN'sAFNs' activities on ANCSA andnd ANWRANWRANWRrevealreveal theth6ration'
.,'rationalerationaletionlelef-

or
..lele.le-

forfor AFN not continuing its role as a representativerepreseltative! of bothbbtlibbtlicotpbothcorporatecotpcorporatecotpratcorporatecorporateandtribalrat 'andandtribaltribal Interestsinteiests .

When a governmental structurestructure evolves and for-profitforprofit-
.,.corporationscorporations are auh'oriZedauhoriZedauthorized!' toto-

participate
to-

participateparticipate and hold the majority of votes in that systsystem , tthe system becomes unbal-

anced
unbal-

anced
unbalunbal-¬-

anced and tainted , AllAllisis wellwellwhenwhen bothbothcorporatecorporate and tribal interests see eye to eye onon-

Se

on-

See

on-

SeeSeSee, ReihlRethinkRetbixk" OH011oil page 5S . . .
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anan issue . However , when they are at oddsodds-

the
odds-

thethe interests of the tribe or governing enen-

tity

en-

tity

en-en¬-

tity always loses .

Change may be long overdue , but wewe-

cannot

we-

cannotcannot wait for AFN to standstandupup and acac-

knowledge
ac-

knowledge
ac-ac¬-

knowledge their inappropriateness in NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive
Na-Na¬-

tive governing affairs . On the contrary ,

AFN is currently entrenching thethemselves1sclvesthemselvesthemselves-

even ;1sclves-
eveneven further into Native governing affairs ,.

At our own congressional delegationsdelegations-

direction

delegations-

direction
delegation-

sdirectionAFNdirectiondirectionAFN,"
, AFN recentlyrecently.draftedrecentlydrafted..drafteddrafted thethe-

first

the-the,-

first version of the Alaska Native OmnibusOmnibus-

Bill

Omnibus-

BillBUIBill . When finalized the legislation willwill-

enact

will-

enactenact many of the social and economiceconomic-

recommendations
economic-

recommendationsrecommendations nudemade by the AlaskaAlaska-

Native

Alaska-

NativeNative Commission'sCommissions' two year study onon-

the

on-

thethe matter . The intentions that AFN propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

--¬

posed in the draftdrafi legislation are not thethe-

problem

the-

problemproblem.., The are of concern is that AFNAFN-

also

AFN-

alsoalso approprappropriatesates millions of dollarsdollars-

through

dollars-

throughthrough legiSiatlegislationlegiSiatonon to Itself or its subsid-

iary

subsid-

iary

subsidsubsid- ¬-

iary for programprogram implementation .

So whyhy dodo'tribesdotribes'tribes'tribes remain In AFN'sAFNsAFN's-

membership
AFN's-

membership

'

membership?? It is not a question of legal-

itY

legal-

ity

legal-

lty

legal-legal-
ltyitY/itYitYbu(/, bu6utbutof(,;6ff policy ,:;' Tribes can '

'relinquish-

AFN's

relinquish'relinquishrelinquish-

AFN'sAFN'sAFNs'' ' teieadership'atieadershipatleadeishipatcfmhcfmhpp ','atat anyany time . The ''- trump
t-

rumptnlmptnimp '.

card that
'
AFN hh6ldsholdsholdsoverldS

'
over tribes is thattriatthethethe-

coiporrtioiiscoiporrtioiiscorporationsrpornt oM ''ccntt'controlcontrolcontrolt' all , off (thehe assets- 'thatasset- sthatssetSthatassetsrythatssetSthat-
Hh.lt

assetsrytha-

toye
'

.

,,' /oye/Hh.ltHh.ltHh.lt1'J, fpv. '; ,/ ' , .;:\\1'J1'J1J.!' : ; : ; ''It\'ItIt'ItMot:\, ' "
!WvMot . '*'r-.nr.n'rr.nn1-1-111.1-

,. .
"
11.1111,.!.,'"

resulted from the passage of ANCSA . ThisThis-

Incudes

This-

incudesincudes virtually all of the land , cash andand-

political

and-

politicalpolitical influence with Congressongress . There-

fore
There-

fore
ThereThere-¬-

fore , a tribe has no incentive to leaveleave-

AFN's

leave-

AFN'sAFN'sAFNs' membership or feels helpless toto-

change

to-

changechange AFN'sAFNs' embedded position in NaNa-

tive

Na-

tive

Na-Na¬-

tive governing matters . Noting the aboveabove-

examples

above-

examplesexamples , AFN'sAFNsAm'sAms' perseverance over thethe-

years

the-

yearsyears becomes less of a mystery andandmoremoremore-

of
more-

ofof a lesson in corporateorporate self-preservationselfpreservationself-preselVationpreselVationselfpreselVation-

above
selfpreservation-

above

-

above all else .

The governmental system of AlaskaAlaska-

Natives

Alaska-

NativesNatives can change for diethe better , but itit-

wUl

it-

willwillwUl require a tribe or consortium of tribestribes-

to

tribes-

toto take the firstf11'Stf11St' bold step . That Initial stepstep-

is

step-

isis the process of recruiting other tribes toto-

consider

to-

considerconsider withdrawing form AFN'sAFNs'' mem-

bership

mem-

bership
memmem-¬-

bership . Once a majority of tribes havehave-

decided

have-

dedddedddecided tptQto leave AFNAm , then they will havehave-

the

have-

thethe power to insist on recognition fromfrom-

Congress

from-

CongressCongress as the appropriateppropriate statewidestatewide-

representative

statewide-

representativerepresentative of Alaska'sAlaskas' Native tribaltribal-

governments

tribal-

governmentsgovernments .,

When that day comes to pass we willwill-

then

will-

thenthen see a proper statewide Native gov-

emtnent

gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernmentemtnent system inin place that truly repre-

sents
repre-

sents
reprerepre-¬-

sents ththethe tribes orr village'svillages' best public inin-

terests

in-

terests

in-in¬-

terests . ItIwillwill bebebe'VrbeVrbewatching'.,watchingtChing the horihorizonhorionon forfor-

aa signslgsignofoof{ thatthatthatmovmovementmovementme t tot9t9comecome .

, !


