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TlieThe year 20002000 Is still three years away,

but the U.SUS. . Census Bureau is alreadyalready-

working
already-

workingworking on ways Itotoo accurately count thethe-

number
the-

numbernumber of Alaska Natives .

TlieThe Census Bureau is currently work-

ing
work-

ing
workwork-¬-

ing on a draft plan for Alaska ,. Two repre-

sentatives
reprerepre-repre-

s
-¬-

ssentativesntatives from ththe bureabureau were at thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska FederationFe.derationFederation. of Natives conventionconvention-

to'ask
convention-

to'asktoto'asktoask'ask for input..

The constitution calls for a census evev-

ery
ev-

ery
ev-ev¬-

ery ten yearsyea1'1lyea11l' to adjust congressional dis-

tricts

disdis--dist-

ricts

¬-

tricts and representation .

LindaUnda Murphy , director of the SeattleSeattle-

regional

Seattle-

regionalregional office for the Censuss :!IuBureauBureauu , saidsaid-

there

said-

therethere has been some controversy aboutabout-

the
about-

thethe census plans . She saidsaidmostmost of thethe-

complaints
the-

complaintscomplaints about the last census camecame-

from
cameameame-

fromfrom the practice of sampling , wherewhere-

numbers
where-

numbersnumbers are projected to compensate forfor-

nonrespondents

for-

nonrespondentsnon-respondentsnonrespondents- ,.

However , ththerethrere will be no sampling ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska Natives . MurphyMur-phyMurphy- said the CensusCensus-

Bureau
Census-

BureauBureau plans to count every NativeNative-

American

Native-

AmericanAmerican .
"""We'llWell' track everybody downdown,,

". MurphyMurphy-

said

Murphy-

saidsaid ,.
""OneOne reason is because the differen-

tial

differen-

tial

differendifferen-¬-

tial undercount was the very highest forfor-

Indians

for-

IndiansIndians on reservations , so because of thatthat-

we're

that-

we'rewe'rewere' not going to sample for nonres-

ponse
nonres-

ponse
non-renonrenon-re-- ¬-

sponse follow up on reservations . Andd cercer-cer¬-

tainlytalnlytalnlynottainlynotnot fforr Alaska Native villages asas-

well"c

as-

wenwellwenwell"cwellc."",i1i1f!!
>** f"1 ,. v,v-

DitertntialDifferentialD1TenntiaIDitertntialD1TenntiaIunderDitertntialundercount!): underundercountount is a problem thatthat-

arises

that-

arisesarises when some groups of people are lessless-

likely

less-

likelylikely tto 'respond thanman other groups .

Murphy said new strategies are neededneeded-

this
needed-

thisthis time to successfully complete thethe-

count

the-

countcount . One way they hope to do better thisthis-

time

this-

timetime is by building partnerships with locallocal-

government

local-

governmentgovernment and even local businesses .

'"'WeWe"We
''like'like to talk aboutabout the censuscensus asas-

something
as-

somethingsomething thatthatt we do withwithourourour partners ,:"
Murphy said .

""NotNot to them , andandnotnot forfor-

them

for-

themthem , but with them . We are starting thethe-

partnership

the-

partnershippartnership withwithstatestate , llocallcalcal and tribaltribal-

governments

tribal-

governmentsgovernments , community groups .
".

The Census Bureau is specifically trytry-

ing
try-

ing
try-try¬-

ing to formfonn partnerships with tribaltribalgov-
emments

tribalgov-tribalgovgov-

ernments
govgov-¬-

ernmentsemments , both federally and state recog-

nized
recog-

nized
recogrecog-¬-

nized . They will aalso make specialspecialeffortseffortsefforts-

to

efforts-

toto reach Native AmericansAmericans living in urbanurban-

areas

urban-

areasareas . Murphy said this partnership pro-

cess

propro-.¬-

cess is already underway . TTheThee Census BuBu-

reau

Bu-

reau

Bu-Bu¬-

reau is asking tribal leaders to designate II-

alsons

li-

aisons.to

li-

aisonsto

li-liII-II-
alsonsaisonstoaisons.to,.to promote communication . VillageVillage-

officials

Village-

officialsofficials can also help the census by upup-

dating
up-upup-

dating
-¬-

'
dating their records and sharing themthem- 'withthem-withthem'w- iththewithwith-

thethe Census Bureau .

""ThereThere are some opportunities andand-

some

and-

somesome responsibilitiesresponsibllities for the village offi-

cials

om-

dais
offiom-omoffi-¬-

cialsdais for them to get prepared for the dede-

cennial

de-

cennial
de-de¬-

cennial . To updated , " Murphy said .
""IfIf itit-

looks

it-

lookslooks like it'sits' going to be feasible that we

can use their enrollment records somehow ,

it would be to theirtheiradvantageadvantagetoadvantage-advantageadvantageto-- to our mu-

tual

mu-

tual
mumu-¬-

tual advantage-advantageadvantageto--- to get them up to date ..""
A hewstew law lets the Census Bureau getget-

help
get-

helphelp from the U.SUS. . Postal Service to dede-

velop

de-

velop
de-de¬-

velop the address list and to check andand-

update
and-

updateupdate and correct the address filesftles .

She said the Bureau plans to useusepri-
vate

usepri-usepri,)''riv-
ate

'ri-'riripri ¬-

vate business as a resource .

"""We'llWell"We'llcontract' contract a lot of the processingprocessing-

work
processing-

workworkwork,,"
.

Murphy said .
"""UsingUsing equipment that'sthats'that's-

state

that's-

state

'

state of the aitart.. InsteadInsteadofofofusus , every ten yearsyears-

purchasing

years-

purchasingpurchasingpurchasinga a whole system to do these thingsthings-

every

things-

everyevery ten years and then after it'sits' over , wewe-

have

we-

havehave to mothball everything , so we'rewere' look-

ing

look-

ing

looklook-¬-

ing at privatizing a lot of the functions.1functions1functions. "'

ThThe
,

Census Bureau will use severalseveral-

mailings

several-

mailingsmailings to encourage people to respond .

FirstFiist !;, a letter will tell people that the cen-

sus
cen-

sus
cencen-¬-

sus is coming . Next , the census formfonn itselfitself-

will

itself-

willwillwillarrivearrive inQ the mail . Afterward , a post-

card
post-

card
postpost-¬-

cardcardwUlcardwillwillwUl thank the respondent for theirtheir-

time
their-

timetime, and remind the person to fill out thethe-

census

the-

censuscensus formfonn if they have not done so alal-

ready

al-

ready
al-al¬-

ready ., A fourthfourthmailingmailing containing a sec-

ond
sec-

ond
secsec-¬-

ond formfonn willwUl go to people who still havehave-

not

have-

notnot responded .

The Census Bureau willwillalsoalso incorpoincorpo--¬

-
rate modem technologytedmology . They plan to useuse-

scanners
use-

scannersscanners widiwith text reading software toto-

load
to-

loadloadloadresponsesresponses directly into computers forfor-

tabulation

for-

tabulationtabulation . Murphy said this will eliminateeliminate-

errors

eliminate-

errorserrors andandcostcost..

The census formsfonns may become availableavailable-

over
available-

overover the Internet , if they can resolve thethe-

confidentiality

the-

confidentialityconfidentiality issues . The ptsresultsresults of the cen-

sus

cen-

sus
cencen-¬-

sus will bebeeasilyeasily available on the Internet .

Two Indian reservations are the subjectsubject-

ofof tests this year . The Bureau is perform-

ing
perform-

ing
performperform- ¬-

ing an actualactualcensuscensus of the reservations toto-

test
to-

testtest the readability of its forms and thethe-

preparedness
the-

preparednesspreparedness of its census takers . In 1998 ,

another dress rehearsalrehearsalwillwill involve sev-

eral

sev-

eral
sevsev-¬-

eraleralcitiescities and one other reservationreselVation .

The 2000 census is scheduled forfor-

March

for-

MarchMarch and April , but the process will bebe-

gin

be-

gin
be-be¬-

gin sooner for remote Alaska .
""WeWe plan to do this in January throughthrough-

March

through-

MarchMarch ,
" Murphy said .

""BeforeBefore Breakup .

When people are still at home in their vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

vil-vil¬-
lages . Before the seasonal process of loglog-

ging

log-

ging

log-log¬-

ging , hunting , fishing and so on starts taktak-

ing

tak-

ing

tak-tak¬-

ing people away from their villages .
".

More information about the CensusCensus-

Bureau
Census-

BureauBureau is available on the Internet at :

http//www.census.gov/httpwwwcensus.govhttpwww.census.govwwwcensusgov:// . . /


