
bill callscallcallslorslorfor the
ritur6tureturnrn of human
skeletal remains
the US senatesenat approved legisla-

tion oct 3 to require the smithsonian
institute in washington DDCC to inven-
tory thousands of human skeletal re-
mains and funefuneraryr objectsb and return
them to the riihorightful tribes

sen frank murkowski R alaska
said that the bill would call for the
return of alaska native skeletal re-
mains and artifacts

its my understanding that about
one tenth of the remains which were
collected for academic and medical
study arearc from eskimo koniagkoniaga and
aleut populations he said

the senate has taken proper ac-
tion in seeing that the skeletal remains
will be returned to alaskansalaskasAlaskans
murkowski said

smithsonian has collected about
34000 funfunerarycrary objects and human
skeletal remains

the bill which goes to the house
next would also establish a national
museum of the american indian in
washington DC

the museum would house over one
million native american artifacts from
the heye collection which include
eskimo masks carvings from the nor-
thwest coast and native artifacts from
other parts of the world

the legislation authored by sen
daniel inouye D hawaii was
cosponsored by 49 senators


