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although the US supreme court

willwill not hear an appeal to halt offshore
oil and gas exploration infafthcthe north
alealeutianuthaiutiai basin no drilling willwilltaketake
place until there is an effective oil spill

responseplanresponse plan according to the in-
terior department

the department willwil postpone any
exploration until a spill plan has been
proposed approved and demonstrated
interior secretary manuel lujan said

we will not approve an explora-
tion ordevelopment plan that isis inade-
quate lujan said

the review process would include
other federal agencies the state of
alaska local governments and
fisheries organizations he said

but lujan also said no exploration
or associated oil spill contingency
plans have been submitted to date

last may sen frank murkowski
ralaskabalaskaRAlaska wrote to lujan requesting
thatdai interior base future development

of lease 92 in the north aleutian
basin on a study of the oil spill in
prince william sound

we must be absolutely certain that

the catastrophe we faced in prince

william sound will never be replicated

in bristol bay murkowski said
murkowskis request camecamp after the

supreme court decided not to hear a
state of alaska apappeal to stop lease
92 exploration anand development

there are no studies of oil spill
response capabilities in the bering sea
tot6ta date murkowski said

howevertherehowever there is a great deal of
information which could bemusedbeusedbe used to

Ormulformulateite such an analysisanalysts including

information obtained from the exxon

valdez accident he said
A bill in congress would require ththe

department to reviewrjiewrhiew oil spill response

plans for bristol bay oil spill

technology and equipment and the
consequences of the spill in prince

nyilliiwilliamcolistuencesunsoundsoundnsound


