Pilot recalls first flight to Soviet Union

by Barbara Crane

Tundra Times reporter
Last month Maj. Milt Cross realiz-

adcldtum.

ross piloted an Alaska Army Na-
tional Guard Twin Otter from An-
chorage to Nome and across the In-
ternational Dateline, landing at the
mlduura urpnrtmﬂmSuwﬂ Far
Tﬂ:&ywnclmnndﬂumwn
1 when Cross arrived in Pro-

Sept. 10.
Hdnnwel:ndud we saw that we
ite an audience,’’ Cross said.

‘F were standing on top of the
and around the other aircraft

to get a look at us.”’
ross decided to show off a little for
thecmwdwhchhld for the
sight of an American
ﬂlllltll')' lane landing at their airport.

“The wmntterdmumlgmd
job of flying slow,"’ Cross said, ‘‘so
I came in with full ﬂlpsandjuslas
[ touched down I went into reverse and
put on the brakes. It didn’t take too
much nd roll to :

ile travel between the Soviet Far
East and Alaska is becoming almost
commonplace, a problem with his
passport almost kept Cross from mak-
the tri

*“I found out I needed an ‘official’
passport instead of my tourist
passport,”” he said, *‘so I had to go in
and get pictures taken and go through
the whole rigamarole again.

““Then I had trouble with the visa.
/s it turned out, they had the wrong
dates for us, so our visas expired
before we even got there.”’

So after making the trip all the way
to Provideniya, Cross and his crew
w::rr: informed that because their visas

I[HI'E(I they would not be allow-
eave the terminal.

Dﬂeply disappointed, they found
themselves with ten hours to kill until
it was time to to pick up their
passengers and fly home.

up for us what seem-
room with a color TV,

‘It was an experience
| never thought | would
live to see. . .’

—Maj. Milt Cross

Cross said. ‘‘But it didn’t work all the
time.

“When it did work, we saw an old
man with a bunch of books in front of
him. He just talked, apparently giv-
ing a lecture of some kind."’

ot wanting 10 spend ten hours

to a lecture in a they
cnuldn t understand, the crew
wnnd:rﬂl arnund the terminal

Illl:ughmum'pﬁﬂ

:ﬁ service man
mdm inmhh ur:whmhwu
nbm:tﬂuuﬂmrshlgh " Cross said.

““We could look over the runway
m“hlhopunmmigu'lhe
man laughed, to one of their
aircraft taxiing out and said, ‘Cheap
Douglas.’ In other words, it was their

“There was a definite, lumj
‘Hﬂf‘"Cmmﬂnd “Ik:rmrthax
subject was closed.”

_Cmu and qu crew hnd twa meals
while they waited. They had cabbage
soup, meatballs and gravy, cottage
chﬂ:u and bread.

““While we were eating there was
a Soviet infantry captain sitting at
another table,”’ Cross said. ‘‘He
would look over at us and laugh and
shake his head.

__‘1 don’t know for sure what he was

laughing at, but T assume he just
couldn’t believe there were American
I'llllllﬂ.'l'}' men Hmﬁwn n the same room
the only reason
hr. was stauﬂneduutlherc was to pro-
tect his country from Americans like
us!"’
Cross, who is a NANA shareholder,
said his ears perked up when he

““While I couldn’t understand what
they were saying, I could 1
the dialect. Itwthcmn:ul!rfnlh
on St. Lawrence Island speak.™

The American pilots also had a
chance to talk with some Soviet pilots.

““l guess pilots are pilots
:v: re,”’ Cross said. ““We got

great and exchanged hats,
‘We talked about our navigational
They still use slide rules

: c':Iule. we dﬂ it all mth the computer
o Onboard the aircraft.”’

While his visit to Provideniya
wasn't exactly what he had hoped for,
Cross said he enjoyed the experience
and would like to go back again when
he could see and do more.

“*For years | had looked at that area
while flying to and from Gambell and
Diomede Island,’”” he said. *'I
wondered what it would be like.

““I had strong feelings as we cross-
ed the Dateline, talked to the Soviets
on the radio and then landed on their
soil.

“It was an experience | never
thought I'd live to see — me, an
American military pilot, landing my

overheard some Natives talking. plane in the Soviet Union."’
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