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OLONGAPO CITY ,. R.IRIR.lRl.'' . -
Although the groundwork hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen completed prior to 1970 ,

the most criticalcntlcal periodpcnod duringdurmgdurmg-
the

during-
thethe settlement of the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative landlandclaimsclaims came duringdunngdunng-
the

during-
thethe summer and fallfJIIfJIIoffallofof 19711971-

With
1971-

With
1971-

WithWith the exception of thethe-

proposal
the-

proposalproposal ofofaa01 two per cent mm-

eral
minmm-mmmin-min-

eral
¬-

eral royalty in perpetuity ,. thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement enacted by the ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress
¬-

gress at the endendofof 1971 waswas-

nearly
was-

nearlynearly identical to thatthJt whichwhIch-

the
which-

thethe Alaska Federation of NaNa-NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
¬-

tives originallyongmally soughtsought-

The
sought-

The
sought-

TheThe successsucce s of the( he WashingWashing-W 01 ,Iung-Iung¬-

tontOil lobbyinglobbywg ellbrlelforleffort during 19711971-

can
1971-

cancan be attributedattnbuted to three factfact-fact-

ors
fact-

ors
¬-

ors
(1)1( )) The appearance of efef-ef-

fectIve
ef-

fective
¬-

fective AlaskanAIJ kan'> representation inIIIII-

Ithe
in-

thethe U.SUSV.SVSV.Slouse. . House/louselouse/ of RepresentaRepresenta-lRepresenta-
tives

epre Cnta-CntaCnta-

tlves ' ¬-

tivestlves .

(2)2( ) The successsucce s of the NaNJ-NJNa-NaNJ-

Iional
Na-

tional
¬-

tionalIional Council'OUOU(' 1Cti on IndianIndlJn OpOft-Oft01Of-
tportunity

" ¬-

supportfromsupportfrontportunityporturuty in111 winningwlfi1lng! support
fromfront the Nixon AdministrationAAdministration-
for

nunlstrJllOIlnunlstrJllOIl-
forfor the AlaskaAIJs\.aAIJs.aAIJs.aa\. NativeNJtlve positionpOposition-
on

ltlOnltlOn-
onon settlement legislationlegl IJtlon , andJnd

(3)3( ) The abilityJblhty of the AlasAIJsAlas-AIJs.-

a
Alas-

ka
¬,-

ka\.a.a\. Federation of' NativesN.ltlveNltlveN.ltlveIld. and\IldIldand-

other
.Ild-

other \other AlaskaAIJkJ, NativeNJtlve interestsIlltere ts totor-

el11a1l1

to-

remainremainrel11a1l1 appraisedappralappraisedof'>ededofolof t.lCtorstlCtorsfactors(.actors at-at011-011at-

fectmg
01-

1fectmg

at-

fecting
-

fectmgfecting the progressprogres ot01of legislalegisla-legllegisla-

tion
IJ ¬'-

tiontlon

Even before he became a010-

11.IIl1educ

a-

lameducklameduck1.IIl1educ\1.IIl1educ1.IIl1educC(1ngre. \. congressmanC(1ngreC1ngre( mJn ,. HowardIlowardIloward-
Polloc

Howard-
PollockPollockPolloc\PollocPollocIIlcurred\. incurredIIlcurred the ire of formform-form-

er
¬.-

ererlouseHouse\louselouse\ InteriorIntenor CommitteeCommittee-
Chairman

(' 0l111111ttee0l111111tte-
eCl1JIrIl1JnChairmanCl1JIrIl1Jn WayneW Jyne AspmallAsplllallAspinall bebe-bebe-

CJUSC

be-

cause
¬-

causeCJUSC ofofmfrequenlofInfrequentinfrequentmfrequenl attendance.ItItattendance-
at

. lendJncelendJnce.-

Itat.ItIt. committeeCOml111ttee meetingsl11eetll1ginectings andanditsInsIusIus1-

11.It

[ itsits-

inattentioninattention111.It111It. tentlon to committeeCOl11n1lt tee busibu\-bubusi-bu-

ne

busi-

ness
\! ¬-

nessne unrelated to AlaskanAIJs\.JnAIJs.JnAIJs.JnJn\. al-alaf-afal-

fairs
oilaf-

fairs
-.

fairsIJlr
fairsHefairsIle

HelieIle angeredJngere theIhe rankingrJII"llIgrJIIllIg" ReRe-ReRe-

publican
Re-

publican
¬-

publican on the committeeCOlllnllttee ,.

John SaylorSJylor otof PennsylvaniaPenmy IVJIIIJ ,.

such thatthJt SaylorSaylktrJyl\fJylf\) vowedvu.edvued. duringdllrll1gdllrll1g-

one
during-

Oneone meetingllIeetltlg never to allow,llIu . a010-

1eltlcmcnl
a-

settlementsettlement\eltlcmcnleltlcmcnl\ ot01of AlaskaAI.IAIIAlaska'ative.," . Dative"JtlveJtlve\'ative'ativeative"Jtlve-
cJlIlm

"\'-

ativeclaims
'

claimscJlIlm,
claimsWhencJlIlmWhen

When helie arrivedrrlved01arrivedasrrlvedIas, I a, I freshreh-rehfresh-tfresh-

man
rehm-

,1I1
, ¬-

manm,1I1m1I1, congressmanlIHJgrem,1I1lIHJgre\lIHJgre \ m,1I1m1I1, afteroil ter his1m ll)70ll70)1)701701970)1)70-

victory
1970-

victory

) ))
victory ,. NickNlc\NlcNlcBeglclt\. BegichBeglcltBegichintntedtateimmediate1I11111edl.lle-1I11111edl.lleintntedtate-intntedtate1I11111edl.lle-

Iy
intntedtate-

ly
. ¬-

lyIy soughtmught to10 improve Alaska'sAlaskas'AIJAlaska's-
position

' ' "

'",
positionpO lllun on011 the HouselouseIIlHI( e InteriorIntertorIntertor-
Committee

Interior-
contnutteeCommitteecontnuttee andJIllI the criticallycntlcJlly im1t11-1t11mt-mt1t1-

1portJnt
m-

tportant
¬-

portantportJnt IndianInJwl AffairsAlt.mAltm. , SubcomSubculll-SubculllSubcom-Subcull-
lmittel

Subcom-
mittee

¬-

mitteemittel'mitteeHemitteeIle
HelIeIle won\ 011 theI he confidencecOlllldcllce olofof-

enllH
of-

seniorseniorenllH, membersIllember, by attendingJltendlllg all.111111all-

Conlin
. .1-

11cOlllmltteecommjttcecOlllmltteeConlinuttee meetingsllleetll1g andJnJ byhyhy-

showlllg
by-

showingshowingshowlllg interestIIltelet, inm matters111matters-
which

,It ter ,
winch"IuchIuchwhich" were\ ere importantlt11porLlntintportatlt to hishl\hlIllshlc-

ollc.tgue
Ills-

colleagues
\

colleaguescollc.tguecollctgue. " , although.llIhoughllIhough. IheytheyIhe } hadh.ldhldh.ld-

Itllie
had-

little
.

littleItllie effect onun AlaskaAIJ.IAIJIAlaska-

He
AIJ.I-

Ill
Alaska-

lie
," .

HeIlllie' earnedearnedreearnedrespectrespectre pect also,1I\u,1I1Iu, \ whilewhile-

compiling
\ llIlellIle-

compllmgcompilingcompllmg theIhe besthe\thet\ votingvDtmg atat-at-att-

endance
, It ¬.

tendancetendJncetendancerecordrecordrecordofot01of any,Ill } legislegl\-legllegis-leglI-

.JIUr
legis-

lator
\ ¬-

latorI.JIUrIJIUr. everever.entsent-.ent.ent-. lo10to WashingtonWd\/lInglnWdlInglnWdlIngln-
b

Washington-
b

\ / ()
byb ) AlaskanAI"JIIAIJII." " votersVOler, ,. b\bhisbmakingbIllJ"llIg\ makingIllJ"llIgIllJllIgIllJ"llIg-

over
making-

over
"

over ninetynmety ninenille per centLelllLent ot01of thethe-

roll
( lielie-

rollrollrollCJIrollcallscallsCJI!
callsToni

1IImillmmmillToni the beginningbeglnllll1g , HegiiJilIeglLhBegsLhlIeglL-
hm.lle

BegsL-
hmademadem.llemlle. ! it plainplJIIl thaithdlthat hisIlllit'>,, pnmarvprltll.H\prltll.Hpnntirsprltll.H-
gOJI

pnntirs-
goal

., \
goalgOJI torlorfor his111\111111flrt\ firstflrt, termtern inIII thethL'
C(ttongreongressongre\ongreongre.1\'> was\\.1.1"asas\" .'> the passagePIdgLPI\PI, \,> dgL ' olof legiskgIlegis-

lation '>lationIJtlOIl to fairlytlIrlytlIrlyreulvefairlyresolve, resolvereulve, thetheIIIVLNahve\IIIVLIIIVLNativeNative-

claims
\ , '

claimsdol 11ll
claims"I

"II" don'tdontdOIl'tdOIltdOIl't.IJII' want\\.IJII.IJIIssartl\\ . lo10to leaveIcdve any,111-,111111an-an,11-

1Continued

an-

Continued

, }) -

( Continued on Page I7)7)/ )
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thingthmg to chancechdnce ,
" he told thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra TimesTunes shortly after arar-arar-

nVll1g

ar-

riving

¬-

rivingnVll1g in1\11\ WashingtonWashmgton .

DuringDurmg our first meetingmeetmg in1010-

Ills

in-

hishisIlls new office , thistl1l5 reporterrcporter askask-ask-

ed

ask-

ed

¬-

ed Nick BegichBeglch about hisIlls sinSIO-SIOsin-sinSI-

Ocenty

sin-

cerity

¬-

ceritycenty inm supportingsupportmg settlementsettlement-
goals

settlement-
goalsgoals sought by Alaska NativesNatives-

He
Natives-

He
Natives-

IleHeIle immediately producedproducedaproduced-
book

produced-
book

a

bookbookofof01 census figuresligures on AlaskaAlaska-

and
Alaska-

andand a town-by-towntownby- - listingIlstlOgIlstlOgoflistingofofof-

election
of-

electionelection results for hisfits congresscongress-congressI-

Onal
congress-

ional
¬-

ionalIOnalracerace .

HeIleI Ie quickly demonstrated thatthat-

hIs

that-

hishis election wasVias decided by thethe-

Alakan
till ;

AlaskanAla\kanAlakan\ Native vote .

"II" know who elected me andand-
I1I am not going to let themthem-

down
them-

downdown ,
" helie statedstated-

Begich's
stated-

Beglch's
stated-

Begich'sBegich'sBegichsBeglch'sBeglchs' strategy for gettinggettmggettmg-
favorable

getting-
favorablefavorable legislation out of thethe-

House
the-

HouseHouse had two basic ingredimgredl-mgredlingredi-mgredl-

ents
ingredi-

ents
¬-

ents . First , helie worked exex-exex-

haustIvely
ex-

haustively
¬-

haustively withinwlthm committeescommittees-
and

committees-
andand subsequently withinwithm the fullfull-

House
full-

HouseHouse to obtainobtam the respect andand-

support
and-

supportsupport of his colleagues .

SecorldlySecondlySecoldly , he was aware thatthat-

important
that-

importantimportant pointspomts sought by NaNa-NaNa-

tIve
Na-

tive
¬-

tive interests would becomebecome-
sensltrve

become-
sensitivesensitivesensltrve issues withinwlthrn the comcom-com-

mittee
com-

mittee
¬-

mittee . BegichBeglch workedworkedintensintensmtens-mtensintens-mtens-
ively

intens-
ively

¬-

ively and often privately , somesome-some-

times
some-

times
¬-

times twentytwen ty hours dailydally , toto-

furter
to-

furterfurter these points .

But , publicly , helie allowedallowedothothoth-oth-

ers
oth-

ers
¬-

ers to make important pointspoints-
and

points-
andandandargueargue sensitivesenslt ve issues . InIn-InIn-

eVltably
In-

evitably
¬-

evitablyeVltably , an impasse would dede-dede-

velop
de-

velop
¬-

velop . Begich was free to rere-rere-

solve
re-

solve

¬-

solve these deadlocks and prepre-prepre-

vent
pre-

vent

¬-

vent the legislation from becombecom-becom-

ing

becom-

ing

¬-

ing killed .

His strategy paid off . TheThe-

bill

The-

billbill was reported out of comcom--¬.

mitteemlttee and BegichBeglch became theth-
el

the-

rst

the-

firstfirstl rst freshmanfreshmdn ever to be apap-apap-

pOlOted

ap-

pointed
¬-

pointedpOlOted by the veteran chairmanchairman-
Aspmall

chairman-
AspinallAspmallAspinall to a free conferenceconference-
committee

conference-
committeecommittee
committeeBy

By my count , the landIdndIdndsetlandsetsetset-setset-

tlement
set-

tlement
¬-

tlement dieddiedininm the House threethree-

limes
three-

timestimeslimes duringdunng 1971 and BegichBeglchBeglch-

revived
Beglch-

revivedrevivedrevivedItit I doubt that anyoneanyone-
else

anyone-
elseelse would have been able to dodo-

the
do-

thethe same .

Congressman Nick BegichBeglchBeglch-

qUIckly
Begich-

quicklyquickly earned my respect byby-

vutue
by-

virtuevirtuevutue of his dedication , his overover-over-

whelmmg
over-

whelming
¬-

whelmingwhelmmg responsiveness , andand-

genuine
and-

genuinegenuine concern for hisIus concon-con-

stituents
con-

stituents
¬-

stituents . These qualitiesquallltes eses-eses-

pecially
es-

pecially
¬-

pecially distinguisheddlstmgulshed him a-aa-

mong
a-

mong
a-

mong
-

mong public servatns . AdditionAdditIOn-AdditIOn-

ally
Addition-

ally
¬-

ally , I greatly admireadn1lfe the rere-rere-

spect
re-

spect

¬-

spect helie has held for the rere-rere-

ponslblhtles
re-

sponsibilities
¬-

sponsibilitiesponslblhtles of the press to thethe-

pubhc
the-

publicpublicpubhc .

There are times when everyevcryevcry-

public
every-

publicpublic servant I have knownknown-
has

known-
hashas been too busy to talk toto-

this
to-

thisthis reporter . This was nevernever-

the
never-

thethe case with NickNck, BegichBeglcn . HelieHe-

always
lie-

alwaysalways took the timelime to discussdiscuss-

anan issue or a questionqueslton , even if itIt-

meant
it-

meantmeant that , duringdurmg the course ofof-

an
of-

anan interview , we would rushrush-

through
rush-

throughthrough hall ways and in and outout-

of
out-

ofof elevators in10 order for him toto-

answer
to-

answeranswer a roll call .

He once surprisedsurpnsed me at thethe-

conclusion
the-

conclusionconclusion ofofoneone telephone inin-inin-

terview
in-

terview

¬-

terview by informinginformmg me thatthat-

he
that-

hehe ate hishjs dinner duringdurmg ourour-

conversation
our-

conversationconversation . Many generationsgenerations-
ofof Alaskans will benefit from aa-

job
a-

jobjob well done by CongressmanCongressman-
Begich

Congressman-
BegichBegich .

NEXT WEEK : Another AlasAlas-Alas-

kan's
Alas-

kan's
¬-

kan'skans' contributioncontrihution .


