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CHRISTMAS CHOPPERCt-lOPPERCtlOPPERCI-TOPPERCITOPPER-- - A CH-47CH47- Chinook helicopter of thethe-

Ft
the-

FtFt . WamwrightWainwright based 242nd Aviation Company unloads a shipship-ship-

ment
ship-

ment
¬-

ment of ChristmasChnstmas goodies at the Yukon River community ofof-

Nulato
of-

NulatoNulato , 300 miles west of Fairbanks More than 200 children'schildrenschildren's-
presents

children's-
presents

'

presents , boxes of fruit , clothing and other staples were collectedcollected-
by

collected-
byby the Ft WamwrightWalnwnghtWainwright Madonna Society for the Nulato Natives .

The Christmas shipment is an annual event for the CatholicCatholic-
ladles

Catholic-
ladiesladiesladles ' societysoclety ._ Social , religious and military organizations atat-

Ft
at-

FtFtFt.. WamwrightWalnwnghtWainwright annuallyanrually send ChristmasChnstmas cheer to remote AlaskanAlaskan-

villages
Alaskan-

villagesvillages . ( U.SUS. . Army Photo )

Christmas at Nulato-NulatoNulatoA-

rmy
NulatoA-

rmy
NulatoC-

opter
---.

Army_ Copter
A

Brings Loads of Gifts_ AA-

FORTFORT WAINWRIGHT , AKAK-AKAK-

When
-

When you load an Army heliheli-heh-hehheli-

copter
heh-

copter
¬-

copter with 200 children'schildrenschIldren's-
gIfts

children's-
gifts

'

gifts , chip in two chaplainschaplams toto-

escort
to-

escortescort thetile party and head 300300-

miles
300-

milesmiles west intomto the Yukon RiverRiver-

ba.sln

River-

basinbasinba.slnbasln. ,. , you have the ingredientsmgredientsmgredients-
for

ingredients-
forfor a whale ofofaa yarn .

It happened Tuesday whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe Madonna Society of FtFt..

WamwrightWainwright embarked on theirtheir-

annual
their-

annualannual Christmas visit to thethe-

tmy
the-

tinytinytmy village of NulatoNu\atoNuato\ . And , asas-

If
as-

ifif primed by a limetime clock , thethe-

town's
the-

town'stown'stowns' bumper crop of youngyoung-young-
sters

young-
sters

¬-

sters were on hand to greet thethe-

emIssaries
the-

emissariesemissaries from Santa Claus .

The 20-member20memberlO-memberlO- society ofof-

Catholic
of-

CatholicCatholic ladiesladles has adopted thethe-

vIllage
the-

villagevillage and each year sends a giftgift-

by
gift-

byby name to each school-ageschoolageschoolage-
chtld

schoolage-
child

-

childchtld , enough extras are addedadded-

soso)00) the pre-schoolerspreschoolers- also all getget-
aa present from the WamwrightWainwrightWamwrIght-
orgaOlzatlOn

Wainwright-
organizationorganizationorgaOlzatlOn .

ThisTim year was no exceptionexception-
and

exception-
andand carton upon carton of gaily

wrapped toys slid off the rampramp-

of
ramp-

ofof the 222nd Aviation BattalionBattahonBattahon-
Chmook

Battalion-
ChinookChinookChmook . Quickly loaded ontoonto-
snowmobIle

onto-
snowmobilesnowmobile sleds they werewere-

zipped
were-

zippedzippedzippedoffoff to the rectory of0101-

Rev
of-

RevRev . John Donahue , a JesuitJesUIt-

mIssionary
Jesuit-

missionarymissionary who distributes thethe-

presen
the-

presentspresentspresen ts .

The villageviJIdge natives are a self-selfself-

sufficient
self-

suffIcIent
self-

sufficient
-

sufficient community existingeXIsting-

off
existing-

offoff the land by hunting , fishingfishing-

and
fishing-

andand gathering fuelfuelinin10 the forestsforest .

There are few frills but thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren are happy , healthy andand-

bubble
and-

bubblebubble with gratitude .

The youngsters know FtFt..

WamwrightWalOwnghtWainwright bordered Santa'sSantasSanta's-
home

Santa's-
home

'

home in North Pole and theythey-

were
they-

werewere ready with two largelarge-

envelopes
large-

envelopesenvelopes crammed with notesnotes-
for

notes-
forfor the jolly bearer of ChristmasChrIStmasJ-

OY

Christmas-

joyjoy .

Back aboard the ChinookChmookChmook-
headmg

Chinook-
headingheadingheadmg for home it was obviousobvious-
the

obvious-
thethe short hour and a half on thethe-

ground
the-

groundground was worth the month-monthmonth-
long

month-
long

month-
long

-

long preparation .


