


Editorial—

A Pioneer in Specla] :
Indlan Eduecation

We are of the opinion that there are overtones of
greatness in the significant efforts of Father John
Bryde, now Dr. Bryde, who has been pioneering o new
method of educating Indian children at the Holy Rosary
Mission School on the Pine Ridge, S. D., Indion res-
ervation. His importont work has now been recognized
by the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Indian
Affairs ond tﬁutrqu haos now contracted with Dr.
Bryde to develop instructional materials ond teaching
guides at Fort Yates, S. D. for use in the lr.llnling of
the Indian child.

During the 22 years of teaching Indian youngsters,
Dr. Bryde has noted strange psychological problems
that kept recurring in the leaming processes of the
children usually ot the seventh grade level while using
conventional - grade school textbooks in routine use
throughout the United States. This disturbing develop-
ment. Dr. Bryde discovered, was due 1o the omission
of the child’s racial values and thut he had “‘no effect-
ive awareness of his huhrltd raciol identity,”” as Dr.
Bryde said.

Prior to tha seventh grade level, the I ndion pupils
in general, were bright and qih' able to toke their
lessons in stride, even to overachieving the national
norms in tests. This was on obvious evidence that
Indian children hod adequate mental equipment and
copacity to leam but thot o breackdown occurred ofter
the students’ reasoning powers developed pn'runiulr
in higher grades. Perhaps without really knowing why,
or subconsciously, the students at that stage began to
sense that the classroom lessons were not really ﬁ-l
for them and, in some cases, downgroded their values
as Indions. o
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ances took hold and with them come feelings of alien-
_ation, even from themselves, rejection, followed by
depressions and utter feelings of being lost. Surely, an
educational system need ulhn!.ﬂh‘ll ur.ﬁ-l
empasse.
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