RESOLUTION NO, 67-3

'AFN Resolution Points Out
Injustices to Eklutna Indians

WHEREAS, on the 5th day of December 1927, President
Calvin Coolidge, in recognition of the rights and needs of the
Ekluma Indions, set aside in their behalf, o reservation of -
land in the Eklumno arec of Alaska, and '

WHEREAS, thereafter, the United States Govemment, in
1936, in recognition of the fact that the area set aside was
insufficient to serve the needs of the Indian people, estab-
lished, created and set aside 328,000 acres of land for the
use and benefit of the Eklutna | ndions, and ‘

WHEREAS, the Eklutna Indians, having the reto fore occupied,
possessed and owned on crea of land for greater than the
land set aside, and .

WHEREAS, their land was ropidly  being taken from them
by non—Indians, and the Ekluma people were being relegated
to a smoller and smaller area, and

WHEREAS, ftrapping areas were being token up by non-
Indians, thereby dispossessing the Eklutna Indians, and
“ WHEREAS, vorious federal ogencies were dispossessing
the Indians and using their londs, ond

WHEREAS, their fishing locafions near Anchoroge were
outlowed aond token from them, and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Railroad divided their lands in two
and bumed a large portion of it, ond |

WHEREAS, the Ekluma Indians, fearing they would be
divested of their londs and homes completely, acquiesced and
consented to the establi shment of the above réservotion with-
out woiving their right to claim compensation for the add-
itional lend token from them, and

WHEREAS, in 1941, the United States Government comm-
itted a gross breach of the understanding entered into between
the Government and the Indions in 1936, snd without their
consent or approval and without compensation or other relief
whatsoever, and in complete disregard of the acute needs
ond wants of the Indians, took from them for militery pur-
poses, all but 9,200 ocres of the land theretofore set aside
for the use and benefit of the Indions, ond dispossed  them
from all but the remaining 9,200 acres, and

WHEREAS, from that doy forward, the Indions were pro-
hibited from cutting fire wood without o special permit from
the military under pain of severe military punishment, and

WHEREAS, some of the Indians could neot read, speak nor
understand the English languege, and great suffering was
endured by the oged and illiterate because of the failure of
the pmmtﬂhmlmtﬁhhm“ :
selves with the Irndian problem, and the devastating effect
of dispossessing the Indions from their lond, ond 4 T

WHEREAS, no less than eight state federol ogencies
have, since 1941, including the Alaska Railroed, Civil-
Aeronautics Authority, Buresu of Reclomation, Rural Electri-
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ficotion Administration, Territorial Highway Commission,
Bureau of Public Roads, United States Army, State Depart-
ment of Highwoys ond, outrageocusly last, the Bureou of
Indian Affoirs, together with the other federal agencies,
hove tocken from the Indians their lands ond dispossessed
them, thereby reducing their reservation from o total of
328,000 acres to a bare 1,920 acres, all without compen sation
or the barest meager consideration and in violation of the
most? primitive legol principles, and

WHEREAS, the final coup de grace is now being admini stered
to the Eklutna Indions by the Alaska Railroed, which ogency
of the Federol Government, has now advertised for sale %o the
highest bidder, the gravel reserves of the remainder of the
Eklutne reservation, the proceeds of which are directed to
the treasury of the roilroad for the use and benefit of everyone
but the Eklutne | ndians and with the crystal clear promise of
leaving the Eklumma Indians, as their foir share of the land
which they hove occupied and owned since the beginning of
time, o gigantic, huge, completely unproductive and useless
hole in the ground in which the remainder of the once glorious
tribe of American Indions may bury the last of their people,
providing they have o special pemit from the Health ond
Welfore Department.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the ALASKA
FEDERATION OF NATI VES, in convention assembled at
Anchoroge, Alaska, ®© enter this, their most beseeching
profest agoinst the outrageous freatment of the Eklumna
ndians, and unanimou sly request the President of the Uni ted
Stotes %o rectify the wrongs that have been committed over
the years and which are now being committed against the
Eklutno Indians while the last few remaining Eklumna Indians
remain yet olive. .

DATED ot Anchorage, Alaska this 21st day of October,
1967. -

ALASKA FEDERATION OF NATIVES
By Emil Notti, President
ATTEST:



