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YesYes, We'veWeveWe"ee" ve hebeeeeneoon'thereeoonthere'ttiereeire ,

When an editor takes a week-longweeklongweek.longweeklong-. business trip , and leavesleavleavestheleavesthe-
publisher

s ,thetheJ
'

publisher with a rare opportunity to fulfill some editorialeditorialfsracefsracespaoespace) , insteadinsteadInstead-

ofof the usual schemingschemingwith-withwith- directorsdiieetorsdiJ: ctors andadd general managersm'atmatmanagersmanagersand' gerSgerSandand advisadvis-advis-advisadvis-

ors
advis-

ors

¬-

ors about how to keep his editor in business , it is a real temptationmptatiorrt .:
It'sIts' tempting to take the spacespac !, andacid write son\e-sonesomCsonescathingsom\ -' scathingsoathingathing commentsComments-
about

mmentsmments-
aboutabout some boilingbo.iling. issue like d-2d2- , or GreenpeaceGreenpeace arid'thearidthearid ;.' the Aleuts , or-

the
or

the oil companies , or some politician that is vulnerable this1hi $ week ,.,
or just about any hot issue whichwhictl is bound to raise the blooda1QOdbloOd.

, pres ¬.'

sure of a few readers . IfIfourour editor is delayed coming back fromfrpmfr,m thethe-

East
the-

EastEast because he can'tcant' findfmd an airplane that isn'tisnt' grounded , andaandId ) havphavehavhave-

toto do this same thing come our next deadline , I'llIll'' make suresures re thatthat-

you
that-

youyou fine Tundra Times readers willw get thethemost,most blood-curdlingbloodcurdlingblood-curdllngcurdllng--- ,

editorially-righteouseditoriallyrighteous- opinion you ever read .,
"

But afterafte!,, artliltAli editor hashas-

dealt
has-

dealtdealt with the tough stuff to the extent his hair"halrhalr has sfgenetdusagenergenerouss sprinsprin-sprin-

kling
¬.-

kling of gray before he'shes' turned thirty , it'sits' nice to leave the meatymeaty-
issues

meaty-
issuesissues to serious young editojseditolseditors . After all , a publisher is supposedsl4rposeds\JsJ\ posed toto-

count
to-

countcount the-adthead-- space up , and let editors figure out how to fillfill the holes .

So I'dIdI'drather'' rather writevrite.: aboutab ut myIy'! favorite subject . But , I can'tcant' decidedecide-
whetherwhether my favoritefavonte subject isIS people , or flying , or fishing . I'mIm'' pretpret-pret-

ty
pret-

ty
¬-

ty much interestedtnterested in all three this time otof year . That would logicallOgical-lOgical-

ly
logical-

ly
¬-

ly mean I shouldshouldwritewrite about someone who is people , and a flier , andand-

who
and-

whowho also fishes .. I think I knowow just the subject .: Recently, I startedstarted-
toto Fairbanks onpn a business trip . A couple of weeks earlierearlier'IearlierI,,'' ! did thethe-

samesame leg of the trip in a sleek , fast little private airplane . This time ,
I was riding up the highway with a good friend in a well-traveledwelltraveled- ,
green compact that sometimes could manage 30 m.pJimpJim.p.hmp.hmph. .. . uphill . ButBut-

I'm
But-

I'mI'mIm'' not going to tell you about this friend .. I wouldn'twouldnt' know wherewhere-

to
where-

toto begin .

I'llIll'' tell you about a friend I went to visit a couple of days later inin-

Fairbanks

in-

FairbanksFairbanks . My time in Fairbanks was supposed to be brief , but you-

can't
you

can'tcant' imagine how[tow devious this guy is . He said for me to stay forfor-

dinnerdinner . That was innocent enough . I should have suspected he waswas-

upup to something when he askedaskedmeme to stay on for fresh muktuk hishis-

wIfe

his-

wifewife got from Barrow . 1I was fed , relaxed and vulnerable when hehe-

took
he-

tooktook me into his office to looklookatat his big Alaska-CanadaAlaskaCanada-- map , andand-

thenthen he got me - hook , line and sinker.. "II" wonder if the trout areare-

biting

are-

bitingbiting up north ," he said . "MyMy" airplane is in fine shape and all gassgass-

ed

gass-

eded up ," he added . And then , we were saved for a time , because wewe-

found

we-

foundfound out the weather wasn'twasntwasn- 'twas- nt' so great in the northwest .. So I wasn'twasntwasn't-

prepared

wasn't-

prepared

'
prepared at all when he asked , "HaveHave" you ever been to TuktoyukTuktoyuk-Tuktoyuk-

tuk

¬.-

tuk ? " Tuktoyuktuk is in the Mackenzie Delta area of the NorthwestNorthwest-

Territories

Northwest-

TerritoriesTerritories , and a ways from Fairbanks . The next thing II knew wewe-

were

we-

werewere in Old Crow , Yukon Territory , clearing customs with BrianBrian-

Merriweather

Brian-

MerriweatherMerriweather of the Royal Candian Mounted Police , a cordialcordial-

fellow

cordial-

fellowfellow . I knew we were in Canada when he asked where we hadhad-

"beeeeen

had-

"beeeeen"beeeeenbeeeeen" " instead of "binbin" " like Americans say .

I got you this far.. And I'mIm'' sorry , but I lied ! I am going toto-

talk

to-

talktalk about politics . Tuktoyuktuk weather was terrible , but wewe-

dId

we-

diddid get to Inuvik and Aklavik . Aklavik is near where myJ11Ym;y grandgrand-grand-

mother

¬.-

mother was born - which indicates that there is somethingsOQ1etJng to thisthis-

circumpolar

this-

circumpolarcircumpolar Inuit thing , since II was born in Kotzebue .. There areare-

a

are-

aa lot of Gordons in Inuviklnuvik and Aklavik , all fine folksfoUts and real EskiEsldEski-Eski-

mos

¬.-

mos , and this is where the politics comes in . We Spent an evening.evening.evening-

in

evening-

in

.
in Aklavik with Danny and Annie Gordon . It was Election Day inin-

Cao'lda

in-

CanadaCanadaCao'ldaCaolda' ., We were glued to watching the CBN (for "northnorth" ") coverage-

of

coveragecoverage-

ofof the election in.livinginlivingin.IivinginIiving... color . We got.caughtgotcaught., up in the suspense .andand.and.and-

the

and-

thethe excitement .. Then it was over . Trudeau was out , and Joe ClarkClark-

was

Clark-

waswas the new P.MPM. . We were overwhelmed . History was being mademade-

before

made-

beforebefore our eyes , and yesterday we had thought we'dwed' be somewheresomewhere-

upup the Noatak River near Kotzebue instead of in this country wherewhere-

they
where-

theythey say "beeeenbeeeen"beecenbeecen" " instead of "binbin" ."

When it came time for the speeches , I couldn'tcouldnt' help myself. II-

had

I-

hadhad to laugh , and smile , and laugh again . Danny looked a little sursur-sur-

prised

¬.-

prisedpnsed and perhaps offended , thinking I might be making fun of hishis-

government
his-

governmentgovernment .. I( explained , "You'reYoure" ' an Eskimo . I'mIm'' an Eskimo . AndAnd-

we're
And-

we'rewe'rewere'' all Natives . Right ?" "RightRight"" !! " Then I said , "HowHow" come wewe-

are

we-

areare sitting in front of the tube , watching politicians speak grandlygrandly-
about

grandly-
aboutabout national destiny in English and in French , when we'rewere' allall-

Eskimos

all-

EskimosEskimos ?" Then we all laughed and agreed that somehow the InIn-InIn-

upiat

¬.-
upiat language was a little leftleftoutout of the process . And I thought toto-

myself
to-

myselfmyself then I would listenhsten more attentively to Eben Hopson aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe Inuit Circumpolar Conference when I got back to Alaska .

In the arctic regions ,, political lines .- like airlines and pipepipe-pipe-

lines
¬.-

lines - all run north andandsouthsouth , exceptexce\texcet\, the Natives run east andand-

west
and-

westwest.. Just like my friend Johnny Anderson and I when we climbclimb-climb-

ed
¬.-

ed into his little red and white Citabria and flew west from the Mak-MakMck-MckMak-

enzie
Mck-

enzie

-.

enzie Delta through the Rat River Valley Pass in the RichardsonRichardson-
Mountains

Richardson-
MountainsMountains ,, above the ancient canyons of the Porcupine River andand-

into
and-

intointo Fort Yukon , wondering about going through the customs bitbit-

fine
bit-

fine(fine folks , though) on a trip to visit your own kindind .

Back with my friend John , looking at the big Alaska-Canada-AlaskaCanadaAlaska-CanildaCanildaAlaska-Cankda-CankdaAlaskaCanada-
Greenland

AlaskaCankda-
Greenland

--- -.

GreenlandGreenlandmapmap in his office , we grinned at eacheachotherother . He said ,

"ItIt" wouldn'twouldnt' take much to get to Greenland ." I replied , "II" wonwon-won-

der

¬.-

der aboutab ut gas?" John answered ,, "NoNo" problem , these days ,, 1I don'tdontdon't-

think
don't-

think
'

think ."" My friend Johnny certainly has a winning wag.aboutwagaboutw8j.aboutw8jaboutwag about. him .

Editor Babb - you get back here and take carecarcarecareofof d-2d2- and thethe-

politicians

the-

politicianspoliticians and all the burning issues , because JohnnyJohn >y and I wantwant-

to
want-

toto get started on a slow , low trip to find some cousinfcousinlcousintcousinfT.R.jcousintT.R. -T.R.jTR.jT.R.jTRj-T.RT.R-T.R.jTR.jTRj. j. .


