(Editor's Note:
significant ‘Statements

Dale Stotts of the: AEWC .on. Th

the bowhead whaling, issue,
we - are printing it-in- its-entir-
-aty' “despite. our’ . usual 200
word- limit an the length - of
letters. . We. encourage . our
readers to give their attention
to this significant igsue.)

May 31, 1979

Dear. Editor. & -Times  Readers,

munmmﬂnlqﬂ-‘

ed to ease the confused.commiuni-, .

not be separated, howmunevm

best understood by ‘description. -

of the human:elements in the
Fo show the
personalities . in . motion and
where there is conflict, it will
be evident. -

Basically there are two groups

is based upon the reasons for their
corporite introduction to the North-
land. " The goals of both groups
are easily defined in terms of values
assodated to individual life sustain-
ing systems.

Here is where FEskimos will
make some ‘allegations and predic-
tions of our own. If
continues to be placed on the comm-
ercial interests in the Arctic then we
are put in a cultural disadvantage.
Why people in our country should
be forced into a “cash income
sodiety” is not understandable. The
practice of enormous wealth accum-
ulation is foreign to agrarian cult-
ures. The Eskimo is not against

the diverse cultural wealth of Amer-
ica, and is eroding away the sound
conservative ‘attitudes the dtizens
have had.

About Inupiat, Whalers would
like to prevent biased opinionating
on their wav of life from suppres-

living things to one another, and
have evolved a conservative. maint-
enance of their own livelihood thro-
ugh the seasonal harvest of migra-
ting animal populations. As it has
been from time immemorial, the
success of, and progression of the
hunts are critical. The environment
 itselfl dictates human activity in
the far north. The lifeblood of
coastal Eskimos is in the sharing
of the bowhead whale catch. We
have been raised with an apprecia-
tion and understanding of these

M ‘PIIL
study of. the cal ‘environment as
-of the Arctic sea. Unlike most other

seas ours is often solid or moving is to
ice, * Like any other: interdisciplined A ity
‘scholar the Eakimo, "hmtet spends d
‘a long, arduous apprenticeship o ot Fekimo
achieve proficiency, ‘The collective ’

I

stiess that this is & vohmtarily ‘Land main bas long been
ed plan, and the most conservative of Inupiat and the
any management: plan ‘in use in motivation of Eskimos is to
any whaling coun the ‘peaceful sovereignty

and well being of his own society.

A



" State of Alaskaand U.S. Government
haveexmededﬂleirmguityotelse

type of activity. So it seems that
- the North Slope’ Eskimo is faced

its ﬂxetyandmdspmdmtu
enl
unoﬂudukﬂmforg:r
profits, and ‘we will not willingly
let them takeit. ™
Springtime’ has always been cru-
uulwﬂaemuitymdhealthol

problems

David B. Nanalook
Togiak, Alaska 99678
June 1 1979

‘Mr. John Twiss
Executive Director

Marine M. I Commission
1625 I Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Mr. Twiss:
We strongly urge  that: an
emergency meeting of the Mar-

ine Mammal Commission .and

its Scientific Advisory

ittee to investigate the rious

deficiencies’ in the 'Bering ‘Sea/

Aleutian Islands Ground 'Fish
agement. Plan, for the foll-

owing reasons:

1) the plan does not show
effect of fish harvest on marine
mammals as required by ' the
Marine Mammal Ptotection Act
of 1972.

2) the plan does not pmvide
for stability of marine’ ecosys-
tems as requlred by the Mgrlne

i,

lan does not: lddlu
on . native: use: of:

' mammals for subsistence
-economic  needs, - as

on the economic, social
and cultural impacts of the plan
on local communities; and
. 9) " “there was no direct
participation of marine mammal
scientists in the development of
the plan, and there are no
marine mammal experts on the
scientific. and statistical comm.
ittee of the Council. )
In dn‘wing up this statement
of request we were able to meet
in “'Anchorage on May 31,
1979 with Dr. George Rogers,
member of the scientific advi-
sory ‘eommittee to the NPFMC,
Dr. Richard Cooly, recently on

_.the %ﬂe Mammal Commission ,

My, e Barrow, TDX Vlﬂagem
Corporgtion, - St. Paul Island,'
Dr.. Suve Langdon, protemx
of Anthropology, University of
Alaska;  ‘Anchorage and ' other
concerned individuals.  There
was- a'‘consensus . of agreement
and ' concern on the serious
nature of this problem.

The situation is urgent. We
are confident the Marine Mam-
mal Commission will act imm-
ediately to investigate and cor-
rect these deficiencies.

Most Sincerely,
David B, Nanalook
Mayor of Togiak, Alaska
Vice President of Western
Alaska Mayors,
Association
IRA Village Council

‘President, -

Eskimo Walrus Commission

Mike Swetzoff
Fisheries Representative
TDX Village Corporation

(See READERS page Ten)



(Continued from pige Ten)
Disappointed

(Note: the following was sub-
mitted as a letter to the editor.)

May 1,1979

Anchorage Times
820 W, 4th Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Sir:

1 am writing to disagree with
the article about me in the Sun-
day Times for April 22, 1979.
1 object to the cultural stereo-
typing in the article. I had
hoped that the article would
combat stereotyping and not
contribute to it.

1 had suggested the title
“C.LN.A. is Culturally Alive”
but the writer played up the
vanishing American sterotype
and failed to view the dynamics
of culture and the complexity
of Ethnic Heritage.

I object to the slant of the
article ‘““The Heritage Preserving
Business,” and to the attitude
that culture is something that
can be processed and preserved
in  containers like berries,
because that is inaccurate and
misrepresents my work.

1 also disagree with the foll-
owing quotes:

“The Native languages are

already dead and hardly any-

body but a few old grandmas
remember the dancing.”

“As for the languages they

would eventually have died

out as more and more whites
moved into Alaska.

“In Anchorage there is almost

nobody she can talk with

in Tlingit”

the least, I am disappointed.

Nara Dauenhauer

~ Cultural Coordinator
Youth Services Department
Cook Inlet Native Association

Phantoms

Dear Editor:

Natives are now confronted
with published reports, taken
from confidential - government
findings, that an Alaska Native
development . corporation has
attempted to euchre the govern-
ment out of 600,000 acres of
valuable public land by setting
up phantom native- villages to

- claim the land.

The Native corporation invol-
ved was asked by Congressman
Morris K. Udall (D.-Ariz.),
Chairman of the House Interior
Committee, to respond to these
public charges. So far, response
by the corporation “‘Significant-
ly,...could not rebut the basic
charge we reported - that some
of the corporation’s villages were
phantoms.”

This response to those basic
charges remains absent the req-
uested corporative reaction, con-
tains limited knowledge, yet
provides comfort in proclaim-
ing there exists no ‘“phantom
native villages” in Alaska. When
a village is destroyed by the
guns of war; fallen to shambles
by earthquakes; deprived of
existence by famine; are these
hereafter to be forgotten, as
phantom villages? Are the
hopes and dreams of those
who survived to be deemed as

nothing more than a lving part
of those phantom villages?

If this be so, would Chicago,
following its destruction by fire,
have become a phantom city,

_The above are: the writer’s -
attitudes and, not mine. To say . to

: Sincerely yours,
: ! ton ‘communities, ‘had’ it not

1, for-
| and rted, would
of these have become phan-

have, been for the living dreams
of those who survived? ~° . _

1t-now appears these *‘phant-
om” es were ‘not listed
in  the. official 1970 census as
having the Land Claims  Sett-
lement Act requirement of 13
residents needed to qualify as a
village entitled, says the disput-
ed article, to thousands of
acres of ‘public land. ‘As to the
new born child who maintained
a garden each summer, hunted
deer, elk and ‘rabbit, can
ignore the fact were these thix;g
not done for the child, there
would now be no child? Were
the hopes, fears and prayers of
those who looked to the future
in developing the nation we
now cherish, not have become a
reality, could we still be a
phantom nation?

This writer, an Alaska native
from the village of Yakutat,
has failed, through undesired
experiences, to reside in Yakutat
before, during nor -after any
official census. Is he, therefore,
a phantom name on paper?
Is his registration as a share-
holder of "Yak-l'at-Quann, the
village corporation, to be dis-
puted as a fallacy? The blood,
sweat, and tears of those who
walked that land before me gre
now the spirit absorbed within
the ground of that land and, the
same as Voltaire, I will defend
to the death my right to call
that land my land, in the future,
my sons land.

The question then, remains.
What is a phantom community?
Is it tob e the awakening of

of else .we, like our villages,

“becortie phantom’s.

L meni AR

June.1; 1979

Dear Editor: iy
Several " local ' doctors '(?2?)
have made a startling' momen-
tous, far-reaching,: and simul-
taneous discovery, advancing (??)
medical science several hundred
years -by  théir diagnosing and
discovery of Blue Flu in about
100 cases. SR
They should immediately be
hailed and . lauded - that' is,
they should be hailed with
paving bricks and lauded by
the State of Alaska Medical
Board to do their quacking
south of the 50th

. Mor

-sonally e

us _alo
come m

! Thompson, ' for -their
endorsement: . of = our ‘travels.
*' We thoroughly. ‘enjoyed the
apportunity - to 'visit first hand
the  villagers and whalers along
the " coast “of ‘Alaska’s North
Shore and see the need for the
whale for food and by-products
for village life-style. * To per-
rience a whale hunt
at Point Hope with Joe Tow-
jhea and “crew was one of

. ksjhea )
the *“highlights ~of . our trip.

Your ' .people . are not  only
hardy people, but have demon-
strated to us their ability to be
conservative of the Arctic
wildlife. )

The need for subsistance life
in the Arctic has heen impress-
ed upon us after experiencing

Yours truly
J.W. Graham

Ldng dog ride

Star Route A Box 252
Willow, Alaska 99688

Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commi-
sion g

Box 570

Barrow, Alaska 99723

Gentleman:

We have just completed 2100
miles of dog sledding from
Anchorage to Barrow in Sup-
port of subsistance life-style
and Eskimo Whaling, which
included 1049 miles. of the

a dream turning into reality,
only to become slaughtered
by the use of words? There
must be a better way to resolve
the problems of Alaska Natives,

Iditarod Sled Dog Race from
Anchorage to Nome,

We would like to extend our
thalks to - the ' village -people
for the hospitality extended to

"6 the hardships of ‘the  region.
The depend on -wild life
is- the mainstay of the: Eskimo

culture ‘and. lifestyle, . We find
it .impossible . for persons of
another egion to be capable

of establishing 'rules dnd ‘laws
for people of such far removed
areas as the Arctic. The opinion
shared by us has been that the
Eskimos ' should 'have first-say
about 'the “use of the animals
of their region and we continue
to have that opinion.” And we
feel “your efforts to continue
subsistance life-style should be
greatly supported by all people
of Alaska. .

The attitude of your people
holds a great promise for your
future success.

Sincerely,

Del Allison, Musher
Anchorage to Barrow,
Feb - May 1979

Ron Aldrich, Musher
Anchorage to Barrow,
Feb - May 1979




