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Before AlaskaAld-.kaAld.kaAld.kaka-. becamebel.lmebellme. aatdlestate\tdletdle\ inm 1959199'; Then , in the 1950s1950. , ad timber-pulptimberpulp-- mdus-mdusindus-indusmdus-

m

mdus-

998

indus-

99

-

999988 per cent of AlaskaAld\kdAldkd\ landsImds, were own try was estabhshedestablished min Southeastern Alas-AlasAlas-

ed

Alas-

ed

--

ed by the federalfederdl government AlaskaAld-.kdAld.kdAld.kdkd-. ka 011Oil explordllonexploration and development be-bebe-

Iud

be-

had

-

hadIud petitioned for statehood.tdtehoodtdtehood. inm the firstflr\IflrI\ gan In Cook Inlet with promises of moremore-

half

more-

half ownfJfJfJtryhalfhalfofof the century , but eat.lieatliedlheach. timetllne ConCon-Conin¬.- mIn other regions of Alaska . The wartime-wartimewartlme-wartlmewartime-
built

wartlme-

gress

wartime-

gress

-

gress pointed out thatthdl AlaslAld-.kaAld.kaAld.kakaAlaska-.' was 100too built Alaska Highway had Opened AlaskaAlaska-

geogrdphlcdlly

Alaska-

geographicallygeographicallygeogrdphlcdlly remote , too sis-

iulation

smdllsmall min pop to ever-increasingeverincreasingever-mlreasmgmlreasmg- settlementselllement and airair-

u

air-

ulationulationu la lion , with resourceresOURe development IraveIrave-

potential
traveltrdvel brought Alaska closer to10 thethe-

potenlldl

the-

potentialpotentialpotenlldl too limited to support state-statestdle-stdlestateparerstdlepoUentstateparent- parerparer-

hood
parentpoUent nationndtum The statusStdtUS of Alaska hadhad-

hood

had-

hoodhood . At thatIhat timetllne , the fishingfi\hmgfihmg\ anddndandminingminingmlnmg mdus-mdusIndus-IndusmdusunprovedIndusIInprovedindusimproved-- unprovedIInprovedimproved in IItheIhe, eyes of Congress enough to sup-supsup-

Congress

sup-

tnes
sup-

tries

---

triestnes were virtually the only sources of income for port statehoodstdtehoodstdtehood-

the

statehood-

thethe territoryterntory .

STAHI/OODSTAHIOODSTATEHOODSTATEHOOD-

The

/

The : Congress olotof 19581958wdnted1958wantedwantedwdnted to assuredssure potentialpotentldl ,. Congress gave the new statestdte 2525-

the
25-

thethe new state'sstatesstdte'sstdtesstdte'survlvdl' survival\urvlvdlurvlvdl\ ... Therefore ,. when yearsyedrs , until 1984 , to study and select itsIts-

the
its-

thethe StatehoodStdtehood ActAll finallyfindlly passed , Con-ConCon-

ss Conlands-. N landslands-
gress promisedpromled, landIdnd to Alas " . ,. landsThegresgressss ' large grantsgrdnts AlasThe 'smallkaThe state'sstatesstdte'sstdtes earlycarl yy-

ewnolHll

selections were smallsmalli-

d
ka , enough landIdnd to assure theIheIhetltestate'sstates\tlte\tltestate's-

momic
state'sAb.FA\tlteAI, '\ AIAb.FAAbFAAb.F-

AecononuL

...
I and'""' carefullyf calculatedL l i because the costcost-

I

cost-

wasewnolHllecononuLmomic independenceuHlcpendenlcuHlcpendenlcS.hindependencesi.i.hdS.hShsi.i.h-dsii.hdsi.i.hsiihd' . ' . -idd ACIActAc-
iof
ofandandstudy; Lselectionselectioncectiooncectioon: : CI: ; hnedc :

.- . . .. I of studyI anilandand-

carefully
selectione nn-

i

was large and theth-
eJ

the-

IlieIIlielielieIatehood\IatehoodIatehoodstatehoodIatehoodlompddstatehoodLompJLI\ lompddLompJLI dllowedJIIUWeiI the stdtestate J) young state'sstatesstatc'sstatcs' budget small... The federal-

to

federalfederdlfederdl-

toto select..ledled. 101 115'; 11111honmillion dlfC\dlfCacresdlfCof\ of unUri government charged two cents an acreacre-

for
acre-

fl'rve(1
acre-

reservedfl'rve(1flrve1reserved' ,' ( feder.llfederllfederal. Idndland to provide dnan cut-cutcco-ccocutforccofor-- for fire protection for newly chosenchosen-
moms1101111moms<( b.lscblscbase. and to provide lorfor communitylommllnlty need\needneedsneedstIIe\ statestIIe, lands (It(It now chargesehdrges from fiverive to 11I I centscents-
And

cents-

AndAnd ., since,mle I1w\II1wImost\ 01of AldskdAlaska WdSwas elativelyreldtlvelyrelatively unsunsurveyunsurvey-unsurveyan.- an acredue ) II achadl acreaueat re tentatively approved for con-concon-

ed
concon-con-

ed

¬-

ededdl1dedanddl1dand .I\"c"ed.Iced.II"c"edcedassessed. \"" torfor mmer,1Immer1Imineral, dndandnd other reresourleresource veyanceveyanLC to10 the state reduces Alaska'sAlaskas' share ofof-

federdllughwdY
of-

federalfederalfederdllughwdYhighway fundsfunds-

LANDLANDFRFEZESLAND FRFEZESFREEZESFREEZES-

WhileWhileWillie the stateIale was makingmdklng the-theIhesethesethe-

selections
"- early" ' study for possible inclusionInduslOn in the na-nana-

tional

na-

elelIlOns

na-

selections

-

selections\elelIlOnselelIlOns\ , the Alaskan NativesNdtlves were' dS-dSas-asdStlonalastional-- tionaltlonal conservation systems of NationalNallonalNallonal-

ertmg

National-

sortingsortingertmg, their aboriginalabollglnal rightsnghl\nghlnghlto\ to AlaskaAla-.kdAla.kdAla.kdkdAlaska-

land

-. Parks , National WildlifeWildhfe Refuges , NationNation-Nation-

I.lnd

Nation-

land

¬-

landI.lndIlnd. To protect theseIhee, NativeNdtlve rights , . . .. aldlat fI orests , and Wild and ScenicSleniC Rivers .

InteriorIntenor SecretarySeuetdry Stuart Ud.iHUdiHUd.11lUd11lUdall. orderedAla.kdtJtJtJParks... . ... ._ a< ' 'MM'. , . In spite ofofdofaad sharp reductionreducllon of thethe-

the

the-

thethe first landIdnd frcc/efrccefreelefreeie/ in 1966 on federalfederdl '.._"
. ,
.uoriginal'originaloriginal'. . .uu. original federal pool of lands fromfront whichwhich-

Idnd

which-

landlandIdnd transferstrdn fers , includingmduJmg state selectionsseleliions "- "," .' the statestdte couldwuld select , ( as a resultresultofof thethe-

The

the-

TheThe discoverydlSlovery of oil011 on the North Slope - AlaskaAla\kaAlaka\ NativeNdllve Claims SettlementSetllement Act ) ,

in 1968 intensifiedInlenslfied the neednecd to resolveresolve-

land

AlaskaAla.kaAlaka. continued its landIdnd selectionselecllonselecllon-

Idnd

selection-

landlandIdnd ownership questions and to speed
.
federalfederdlfederal-

action

processproless In the 20 years sinceslllee statehood , only 21221-

action

]

actionddlon on allallldndland claimsd.ulnsdulnsclaims-

I

. millionn1l1110n acresdlres have actually.IctuallyIctually. been patentedpdtented to thethe-

I Allst.teActstatestatest.testte. , anddnddnddnolherandanotheranotherdnolher 15 millionn1llhon acresdcres tentativelytentdtlvelytentdtlvely-

ANCSA

tentatively-

ANCSA

I helie 19711911 AlaskaAla-.kdAla.kdAla.kdkd-. Native Claims SettlementSelllement ActAll
approvedapproved-

wlthdrawdl

approved-

withdrawal
( ANCSA ) satisfiedSdtlsfied Native interests by dllowmgapprovedallowingapprovedallowingdllowmg approvedOn

withdrawalwlthdrawdl of landsIdnd. finally totaling some 111616 On Nov 14 ,. 1978] 978 , the statestdte filed selectionssclellions totaltotal-total-

million

¬.-

million acresaues , fromfrolll winchwhich Natives would selectsclect ing109 41 millionmllhon acresdcres ,. to round out its statehoodstatehood-

their

statehood-

theirtheir 44 millionImllion acresdues promised by ANCSAAN'SAANSA( ' And , entitlementenlltlement However , the validity of most of thesethese-

toto10 satisfySdtl\fySdtlfy\ nationalndtlOndl conservationwmervdllon interestsmterest\mterestmterestsection\ , section selections hashds been challengedlhdllenged by the Departmen-

tI7d(2)
DepartmentDepart1ent1ent-

17d(2)I7d(2)I7d217d(2)17d2(( ))() ( )) of ANCSA authori/cdauthoricdauthowedauthorized/ the SecretarySeuetdfY ofofofof InteriorIntellor , anddnd the state has gone to court toto-

Intenor
to-

InteriorInteriorIntenor to withdrawwlthdrdw up to 80 million acresaues for validatevahdate those selectionsselections-

D2D2 ALASKA LANDS LEGISLATIONLFGISLATIONLEGISLATION-

WhileWhile all thetireI he D2 billsbtll . would protectproted some anccance " of muchmudl of theIhe remainingremamlng statestate-slate-slateslate-

state

state-

sldte

¬-

behoodhood entitlemententillemcnt ,, and have specialspelldl lan-lanIdn-Idnlan-

k

Idn-

tween

lan-

tween

-statesldte selectionsscicli Ions ,, there arcare conflictsLonOllis bebe-be¬-

tween proposed D2 legislationleglsldllon anddnd thebeDbDb'\ k ]
guage aimedaimedatat improving the selectionselection-

Nov

selection-

NowNovNow .. 14 selection . ThoseTho\CThoC\ conflictsLOnOllh ranger.lllgerlllge. AAand_
and conveyance process containedcon tamed in theIheIhe-

Irom

the-

fromIromfrom 6 3J to almostalmo\talmot\ 21 millionn1l11l0n acresdue\duedueof\ of . StatehoodStdtehood ActAllALt ..

proposedproposcd NationalNatlOndl ParksP.uksPuks. ,. NationalNdHon.l1NdHonl1. WildWilliWildeWildTheellStdtehood! JJTheThe SecretarySccret.uySccretuy. of InteriorIntenor hashdS recentlyrelentlyrelently-

hfe

recently-

lifelifehfe RefugesRefuge\RefugeRefugeNall0l1.l1\ , NationalNall0l1.l1Nall0l1l1. I orestsore\l\orelorellnJ\\ ., andlnJ, WilWII-WIIWd-WdWIIlWdmade¬- l' j made certaincertam landsIdnds availableavalldble for selecselCl-selClseleL-seleLselCl-

derne

seleL-

Llerness

¬-

dernessderne\\derneLlernessderneoverldPPlllg\ overlappingoverldPPlllg statestdte selectionsockdlOIl\ockdlOIlulLLtionsockdlOIlIlL, \ ,.. dcIlL( ILILliontiontlonlion However , ad complete resolution ofof-

pending

of-

pendingpendingpendingonon the billhill the statehoodSldlehood landsIdnds problem is blocked-

Some

blockedblolkcdblocked-

untiluntil Congress( enactscndds legislationleglsldllon or the state'sstatesstale'sstales' courtcourt-

suit

court-

suitSome' ome olof the D202 billsblll\blllblllplovule\ provideplovule lorfor "mslanmslan"llI\l.mlllIl.ml"llIllIl.mllml"instantinstant" \ . OIlvey-OIlveysodvey-sodveysodveyuntil( OIlvey1-

suit1 11-

llisllis
is

:
resolvedresolved-
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