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. '$ 1I'} 'f.tft;.!"'; 'tt''t-AlaskaAlaska is a. hptb,lptbed44ofof popoliticaltica1 sstrategy.uststrategyust*,.tegy ': indu trjlatdeyelopmentlatdeyelopmentqt!. n
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topmenttopment-
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versusversu ! the conservationistsconservatlonlsts ; they wanfltq'felocatejthewanfltqfelocatejtheWwain}} :;ttp f
' glocateqcat .the

,
e

,
capitallP! ! ,; Wash-WashWash-

ington

Wash-

ington

Wash-

ington

-

ington bureaucrats arearere trying to-tototunto-runtorunt -. tun AlaskaAlasAlaska, likJikliktratra',88,a'ToreigrilcplonyaToreigrilcplony: 'le;fofoeignr,?!eignreignrco.cp10ny;co ony ,

the DativesNatives,
Itive; !$ areareare'workingareworking'workingworking' orking on a. landland ,. claimsd s., JU1dand*,nd thereu.eruerthere,. ;: f.efe.ateere : disputeddisputeddisputed-

elections

putedputed-

electielectionselecti ns . AlthoughAltboughAlthough these may goundsounisound{ like kstfastlast
,

.weekVjfie'adlines.weekVjfieadlinesweekVjfieadlines., weelweek) ,1iead1ines1iead1ineshetidlines,
'
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' ' ' > J"' *' "'. " '\the dates are 1900 to !1939939. :/ '

. ,

One of thethekey"keykeycey-key
"-

figuresf.gurfgur!. s in1n alla1la1lofallofof these issuesissuesissueswad, wawwad thethe , colorfulcolorful-

Judge

colorful-

JudgeJudge Jameshmes WickershamWickershatn . ThisT finefme biography 'byby'byibyi' EvangelineEVEvangeline-

Atwood

l11gelinel11geline-

AtwAtwoodAtw od traces not only the lifenfe ofor the JudgeJ\\dgeJdge\. ,. but Carefullyarefully'weavesarefullyweavesCarefully'weavesCarefullyweavesarefully'weaves-
in

Carefully'weaves-

in

'weavesweaves'

in the issuesissuesandand problemsproblems"oftheproblemsoftheproblemssof"of the day . FotFor many yearsye rs , ,
Wic&rshamWicrshamWickershamWicWickersham-

held

&rshamrsham-

heldheld political sway§,way over much ofo( what, occured in Alaska . And asas-

a

as-

aa result , there werewere'manyrweremanyrmany'many' whowh supportedupported him , and almostalnalmostst an equalequal-
number

equal-
numbernumber who hated himlm intensely . Some called himhima.,+ a manmanwithoutmanwithout-
principle

manwithout-
principle

., without
principle as he moved from

,
Republican to Democrat andnd thenthen-

back
then-

backback , he argued in favor ofofofunionsunionsunipns and supported bJfbbilk;. $> ;, business ,

and as he promoted aJ candidatecandidat !, andd then turned on hinhirrjrt{[ Jn.| anger .

On top of all this , thereere were many Other controversial,, happeningshapJenings? ,

a fist-fightfistfight- on the floof100 { of Congress , an illicit love affair mademade-

public
made-

publicpublic ,. aridaddaft accusationscusatloiisaaccusatloos of payoffs and political favors .
-

_- ,

Even thoughtbtmgh Mrs . Atwood sumssums Up the historicallstorical scene veryveryverywellwellwell-

in

well-

inin each chapter ,. the reader almostalmost jiasjtasas to have somesomesome'lldckgroundsomelldckgroundsome'lldckground-
to

'backgroundbackground' dgiounddgiound-
to

(

to AlaskanAlykan history to get the full impact of Wickerham'sWickerhamsWickerh Jn'sJns' activity .

As a biography , the author has to focus on the individual , butbut-

this

but-

thisthis also means that other matters have to be handled briefly .

So , if a person were to try and read just this one book on AlaskanAlaskan-
history

Alaskan-
historyhistory , they would miss a lotlot.. On the other hand , this text fillsfills-

in
fills-

inin many of the details and personalpers.onal. insights lacking in the regularregula-
rl

regular-

historicalhistoricallstorical summaries .

Evangeline Atwood writes in a very concise , clear style whichwhich-

makes
which-

makesmakes for easy reading . In addition , each chapter is just long enoughenough-
toto cover each phase of hisls life and the reader can pick the book upup-

and
up-

andand set it down easilyeasJly and stillstilJ keep the chain of thought.. NowNow-

that
Now-

thatthat Alaska is maturing , there promises to be severalseveralmoremore biobio-bio-

graphies
bio-

graphies
¬-

graphies of leading political figures . But for Alaskans who wantwant-

to
want-

toto get beyond the superficial summaries , and enjoy reading aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe real life , rough-and-tumbleroughandtumble-- - past , this volume should standstand-

asas one of the finestfmest examples .

It is just off the press and this reviewer recommends it highlyhighly-

for
highly-

forfor some good summer reading .


