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There is a fee of deep
hurt among many of the peo-
ple of Barrow, :

Whalers there struck five
bowhead  whales early this
month, without landing one.
According to a quota reached
between the Alaska Eskimo
Whaling Commission, the Na.
tional Oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration and the In-
ternational Whaling Commis-
sion, five strikes is all they
get.

In a wvote taken last
Thursday, the Barrow Whaling
Captains agreed to abide by
the quota, but some whalers,
led by Billy Neakok, Presi-
dent of the Inupiat Communi-
ty- of the Arctic Slope, have
vowed to keep on hunting,
while Eugene Brower, Presi-
dent of the Barrow Capt

Whaling RSN

a strong stand to stick wﬂh.l,

the quota.

“We're noi going to change
our ways,” Neakok explains
from  inside his home after
returning. from his camp on
lhtpg. had been searching,
ho to find one of the five
whales which were struck, bui
now the weather has turned
Ibad, and he has come in for
& rest. ™Mt was white man’s
bigotry, not technology nor
science!” Neakok sayvs of the

L 1 whale from th: ice justoff Point Barrow,
Antrh.lrr. t.lhl down scientific data on whales.

by ducking under young ice
which had formed glongside
older, grounded ice.

According to Marie Adams,
executive  director

o plames equipment
| the loss of the
jal#s, which he sayy
lude the hunters
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AEWC, Neakok struck and lost

two whales, Arnold Brower Sr.,

siurck one, Jacob Adams and
Daniel Leavitt each struck one
Adams issued a statement

Most hmwwingentb,disputecmtinua

Monday saying that the AEWC
which represents licensed whal-
ing captains in the nine tradi-
tional villages on the North
Slope had instructed whalers
from Point Hope, Kivilina and
Barrow 1o cease whaling and
bring their whaling equipment
off the ice.

Point Hope succeeded in
landing one whale and siruck
two whales one over the
limit, said Adams, but she said
that because the two sirikes
came within minutes ol each
other, o action was expected
to be taken.

The whalers in Kivilina met
their quota of one strike but
were hampered by e condi-
tions from bringing the whale
in last Friday.

The AEWC statement said
*“The whalers registered under
AWEC agreed to cease hunting
for bowhead whales, despite
the nutritional snd culiural
hardships this imposes on their
community

“Billy Neakok, who is whal-
ing but not a member of the
AEWL, and therefore not au-
thorized to hunt whales under
federal law, has been repre-
senting that Barrow whalers
would not stop whaling after
the strike limit had been
reached in Barrow

Al a meeting of whaling

(Continued on Page Two)
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(Continued from Page One)
caplains in Barrow after the
sirike limit had been reached,

the captains  unanimously
agreed to abide by the quota
establisiied under the US)/
ALWC cooperative agreement.

According 10 United States
federal law entered into the
federal register on May 6,
1982, the US. Government
says any person whaling out-
side of the US/AEWC coop-
erative agreement will be sub-
ject to a year in prison and up
to $10,000 in fines or both

“Dr. John V. Byme, admin-
of National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administra-
the Aederal agency re-
sponsible for monitoring the
bowhead whale hunt compli-
mented the AEWC on the lead-
ership it has exhibited in a
very difficult situation.

He sid, “I applaud the
efforts made by the AEWC to
assure that the bowhead whale
hunt is managed in an effec-
tive and reasonable manner
even during the most difficult
of circumstances.”

The quotas have been es.
tablished because of interna-
tional fears that the bowhead
whale is declining. Neakok
does not believe this, nor does
he have any Taith in the scien-
tists who have concluded that
the bowhead s an endangered
species. “Any |5-yearold who

has gone whaling better
scientifig mr.:q about
the bowhead and the ice”
he explais

Meakok had sent a tele-
gram to President Ronald Rea-

istrator

ton,

Eugene Brower cleans a shotgun in his home. B

his people to hunt as much other WHM

gan on Apeil 14, advising him
of a tribal government decision
through ICAS to keep the har-
vest of the bowhead within
two percent of the best esti-
mates of the bowhead popula-
tion, rather than submit to
the quota. The quota agree-
ment allows the Inupiat to take
45 whales over a three:year
period, with 19 for this

That number has been
communities  of ' the' - Arctie
Coast and St. Lawrence [s
land. Past estimates of the

whale population have put it

at_about 2500, or 50 whales

a year if 2% were taken. A
recent study ‘in Canada has
concliaded Yhat there are a min-
imum of 3000 whales, which
would cause that number to in-
crease further.

The telegram also noted the
decision of an ICAS resolution
that all government officials
coming to observe the hunt
and the whales would have to
:unl.’mm“tnlhﬁ

which, says

I%ututmm

er telegram on May 4, with

copies going to the United
Hlth:n.ihllplnﬁquy
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in Waghington, Secretary of
State Alexander Haig, Secre-
tary of “the Interior James
Watt, Governor Hammond, the
AEWC, and the North Slope
Borough. In it, Neakok charged
thaty; the quota had been
set ’hgr “white pb like

Unjted States. If |, as an Inu-
piat captain’ cannot meet my
people’s nutritional needs, then
you leave us no choice but to
starve!” Neakok also claimed
to have instructed whaling cap-
tains to continwe with their
work, and said he would noti-
fy the USS.R. for detente.™
Other whaling captains criti-
cized the telegram at the
Thursday meeting, objecting to
the words “white pigs” and the
evacuation | threat. Many also
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said that they had not been
notified to kKeep on whaling,
and that the feelings expressed
were not those of the Inupiat

-community as a whole:

“It was the only way | got
their attention!”™ Neakok says
of the media and the poli-
ticians. ““White pigs’ waan't
the issue. The issue was whal-
ing,. and starving! But they
weren't interested in that! | got
their attention only whenm |
called them names!"

Despite the Barrow Whaling
Captains vote, Neakok claims

that at least six other captains
have committed themselves to

- go out hunting again, and to

ignore the quota. They could
face confiscation of equip-
ment, fines and imprisonment.

“The Eskimos have always
been a very Kind and cour-
teous people,” Neakok stress-
¢s. “We share everything we
have to the point of giving
everything away. | don't
think we're going to volun-
tarily starve . We need
that blubber! Your science
has said that! | am not pre-

(Continued on Hat. Thiee)
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Barrow ends official hunt with no catches

(Continued from Page Two)
pared to change my diet!"

Neakok stresses the bow-
head whale is more than food
to the Inupiat.

Hunters do not just caich
whales, whales give themselves
to the Inupiat. Whalers must
go out with good feelings.
Neakok also states that the
Inupiaq language s precise in
dealing with whales, ice, and
the enviromment, and that t

law. It's especially important
this year. Because it's hard on
us now. If we can hold to it,
that proves our good faith.”
Brower also expects a whale
count which is currenily tak-
ing place under the direction
of the North Slope Borough
to improve future prospects.
The National Marine Fisheries
Service has long maintained
that bowhead populations are
much smaller than they ac-

although less than happily.

Although many whalers ex-
press  distrust of the whale
count currently being under-
taken, Brower expects it to
prove that the bowhead popu-
lation is greater than non-
Inupiat scientists have believed,
and is, in fact, thriving.

Since its low estimate of
600 bowheads, the NMFS
has steadily had to increase
its estimates. The most whales

Outside scientisis. “Then we

will make sure everyone lakes
a hard look at this quota.”

Brower suggests that afier
that, he does not expeci the
Inupiat to hunt by a quota,
but probably to stay within
the 2 percent level of whaling,
which, he contends, could be
quite high as a result of the
whale count.

ICAS contends that since
the AEWC was formed by an

ganization betfween our govern
ment and the federal govern-
ment to allow us to contract
with them. We didn't surrender
our sovereignly. We have never
been defeated. We have not ne-
potiated our sovereignty away
We have a government to gov-
ernment relationship with the
federal government,” and, says
Neakok, authority over AEWC.

Brower disagrees. “When
ICAS chartered AEWC, it gave

there is much scientific knowl-  tually are, Brower contends. spotted by them in a single 1cAg resolution, the AEWC ;s them the responsibility to do
edge in the language which In 1976, their estimate was  counting has been about 1400, responsible 10 ICAS, and had  Whatever was necessary to
cannot be w in Enl. that only 600 bowhead whales leading them to believe there no ]-iaj-“ to agree to the quota protect and enhance the popu-
lish, and which scientists are  were left in the world. Com-  are about 2500. against ICAS demands. “The lation of the bowhead whale
still groping to lean. pounding the Inupiat's difficul As of last weekend, the AEWC has become a govern- Nowhere did it state that

“When you talk about a
whale quota, our language does
not sccept such things. You
don't set a quota or say how"
many whales you will take.
Our scientific data is far be-
yond that! |

“ . o ithat®s why we're still
out whaling. Our whaling de-
pends on conditions of the
ice, and weather. Not on wuale
quotas set by people who it's
none of their god-damned busi-
ness anyway!”

Eugene Brower, president
of the Barrow Whaling Cap-
tains Association and the may-
or of the North Slope Borough
is not happy with the quota
either, but he sees things
quite differently than does
Neakok.

“It hurts,” Brower says of
the prospect of his community
going without whale for the
pexi year. | guess this is
just one of thos unlocky
years when things go wiong
and no one pets a whale. You
sure can't blame the whaling
captains. They all worked hard.
It was just one of those things
that happens sometimes. There
have been years in the pasl
when no ene todk whales. We
always survived

“Theres an old saying.”
Brower notes. “You donl
squabble over the bowhead!”
There has been a lot of con-
tention in  Barmow  -over
the whale this year, Brower
added.

In the Inupiat belief, Brow-
er says, the bowhead some-
times sends a rumner up (o
the village to see what is going
on. His report can make a
difference in how willing
the whales are to give them-
selves 10 the village. “We have
to be humble before this great
animal.”

Brower is adamant that the

quota be maintained, even

though no whales were landed
in Barrow., “The whaling cap-

tains voted unanimously (those

who were presemt during the |

voting at Thursday's meeting)
and that is what we intend

to do.” =
Brower believes that by

sticking to the quota, Inupiat

ties, says Brower, was the fact
that the United States took
the lead in a world-wide ef-
fort to save many. varieties of
whales from hunters without
distinguishing subsistence from
commercial use. “Our own
country, through President
Carter, came out and said
there should be 2 ' quota
for the world, including sub-
sistence hunting. :

in dealings with the IWC,
the US. sctuilly did set' a
zero guota for the Inupiat,
which  they fought against
and won. The two percent
figure came up in later nego-
tiations, but the international
community finally came'!up
with the curremt quota, and
the AEWC voted to accept it

North Slope Borough counters
had spotted 1100 whales, and
as many as 3 an hour were
passing by their perches on the
sea ice. Although Brower readi-
ly admits that many whales
will escape the counters’ eyes,
he fully expects more than
2000 to be counted, and says
this should sepport the Inupiat
beliel that there are large num-
bers of bowhead, and that
the population is not endan-
gered.

“When this quota ends in
1984, it will be a whole new
ball game,” Brower contends.
“We will go in armed with
our own information, from our
own ‘restarch.” The whale
count is being conducted by a
combination of Inupiat and

ment of its own, out of con-
trol, and we've got to stop
it says ICAS executive direc-
tor Raymond Neakok. *“If
they want to play the corpor-
ate game, and live by those
laws, and not Inupiat law,
then we'll play the corporate
game with them, and make
sure they serve the Inupiat!™
ICAS, says Neakok, is de-
manding that all village repre-
sentatives on AEWC present
certificates of election. So far,
few have dome so, ICAS,
he stresses, is the tribal gov-
ernment of the Inupiat, with
a sovereignty recognized and
supposedly protected by the
United Stales. “The Reorgani-
zation Act of 1934 was just
that,” he claims. “Just a reor

AEWC had to be responsible
to ICAS. That is what we are
doing. Taking efforts to pro-
tect and enhance the popu-
lation of the bowhead whale ™

Later, on a Sunday after-
noon, Billy Neakok i at
his home, feeding caribou and
soup to several guesis, mosl
of them whalers. Stories ate
coming in. Point Hope, it is
said, has struck beyond its quo-
ta, and has taken two more
whales, in addition to the one
it took under the quota

“We've got to get out there,
and we've got to let the Poimt
Hope whalers know they've
got support.,” Neakok tells
his friends. “I've got six cap-
tains, and we're going to go
back out!™
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whalers will be more likely

to win more flmrﬂ:hr:r’:‘“r A

sions on whaling in the future. AR el

“We can show the internation- -,.-_:j-*fr;.

people,” he baka in his home, vitits with young Anthony Edwardson, son of Robert Edwardson

we have tried hard to obey the PHOTO BY BILL HESS
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