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E Emily's Eskimo name is
B g Ticasuk, which means “Hollow
LOin the Ground.” She said,
L 21 cried and cried when |
® found out that | was a hole
in the ground.” But when her
Z mother explained that Ticasuk
Was a place where the four
winds stored their treasures

She lived a Ii of courage o

tion which Mrs. Brown
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Ivey has worked at the Uni-
versity of Alaska, Fairbanks

for the past seven yeam, and

bed in Mﬂ 3 . Bathered from all parts of the
at 330 a.m, she was world, she recalled, “1 felt
A e :]:I ;."”d about my name after
“.:. g: Her father, Stephan Ivanoff

the sheer ~ & lay minister, trader and

of which teacher of Russian-Yupik de-

anyone scent — whom she adored, told

her that the greatest of these

;lmhr *li:,h ‘ ok treasures was knowledge. Ste.
tmily Brown was determined phan also told his only daugh-
that the world would know ter that she must get an educa-
about her people, the Eskimos _tion and return 1o teach her
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people, so they could get
along in the white man's world,

“My father's word was law
to me,” Emily often said. She
spent her life educating herself
and others; a goal that would
take her far away from her
home in Unalakleet in 1919
to Chemawa Indian School in
Salem, Owegon. There, she
spent the first week in terror
because, *[ thought the Indians
would scalp me."”

From the time Emily gradu-
ated from teacher’s training at
Chemawa in 1928, except for
& brief retum in 1930 10
nurse's training at Seattle Gen-
eral Hospital which was inter-
rupied by tonsillitis and mar-
riage 1o Robert Vivian Brown,
she spent her life teaching her
people.

Her son Leonard was bom
within two years of her mar-
riage, followed by Buddy two
years later. Shortly after that,
Emily was stricken with tuber-
culosis so severe that she hem-
morhaged and was not expec-
ted to live.

Times were hard and the
Browns had to send Leonard
o live with Stephan and Amel-
ia Ivanofi. Emily lapsed into a
coma and the Dicksons—Lola,
a public health nurse and
Virgil, manager of the Lomen
reindeer station at Egavik —of-
fered 10 take Buddy. They
were childless and asked if they
might adopt him. After con-
sultation with Emily's father,
Bob agreed 1o let Buddy go.

After  several bedridden
months, Emily managed to re.
cover, hut Eudl‘li_..-_ now named
Stanley Dickson, was no longer
legally hers. Although Emily
was grief-stricken at  Josing

Martha Nanouk reaches out to embrace Stan Dickson.
Martha was Emily Brown's life-long friend and co-work-
@r with Emily and Dr. Larry Kaplan of the UAF Alaska

Native Language

her baby, she realized that he
was getting pood care and re-
signed hersell to visiting him
when she could.

It often happened in the
Eskimo culture that parents
with many children would Jet
others less fortonate “adopt”
one. Children were shared. but
they knew who their parents
were and lived in the same
community with them. Emily
was not prepared for the Dick-
sons' retumn to the “lower<48"
when Stanley was two years
old. She did not hear from him
again for nearly 20 years.

In the meantime, life had
to go on. She had Leonard 10
think about. She was not offic-
jally allowed to teach because
she had had tuberculosis, but
substituted in Shaktoolik when
the school officials could not
find anyone else. Ske found
summeér work as. assistani
to the camp cook at the Una-
alik Mine in the summeér.

Center on a dictionary in the Male-
miut language. Copyright, Sabra McCracken, May 6, 1982

With her weakened lungs,
she was easy prey to pneu-
monia. One winter, after sever-
al months of teaching in a
drafty school room heated
only by a wood stove that she
had to stoke and light every
moming in the subzero temper-
atures, pneumonia did strike
and she went into i coma
again.

The school superintendent
brought the school flag down
and raised a dark army blan-
ket as a distress signal for the
mail plane to stop, The mail
plane landed in the twilight
on the icestrewn beach, guided
by bonfires and carried Emily
to Nome where she was pro-
nounced medically dead for
five minutes.

But Emily fooled everyone
again and was' soon back
home, teaching when she
could. She was not supposed to
allow anyone to speak Eskimo

-at school, but *1 - figured

that the best way to teach

English was to explain what
the word meant in Eskimo
First.

The superintendent knew,
Emily thought. As long as no
one complained and the chil-
dren learned English, he did
not interfere. When the super-
intendent's son complained to
his mother that Emily had
scared him by telling Eskimo
ghost stories, she was promptly
fired. The townspeople com-
plained mightily, and Emily
was just as promptly rehired.

Emily’s third son, Melvin,
was born in 1941 and was 2
comfort

by boat.
In 1946, Emily applied to
BIA to return to teaching

full-time, and after a lengthy
physical - examination, was re-
hired. On her return to teach-
ing in Unalakleet, Emily start-
ed the Eskimo Mothers' Club,
which exists to this day,
“where young girls can go to
learn about homemaking.” The
next years took her to White

Mountain, Noatak, Meade Riv. '

er and back 1o Kotzebude, her
first teaching station.

Her students remember that
she wove their culture around
her lessons. She would take
them on field trips to identi.

%
i

they were the fabric of law and
social order in the community

her, she always had some

of us were far away from
home at a boarding school. In
our familyoriented way. of
life, that was very hard to
get used to,” Solomon said.
Emily began to gather stor-
ies and legends and write them
down. She returned to college
at the University of Alaska to
upgrade her teaching creden-
tials and obtain the skills nec-
esary to documeni Eskimo
legends and _heritage. She
talked about her culture to
anyone who would listen, and
was such a good story teller
that everyone was spell-bound.
Emily managed a college
career, teaching, writing and
raising her remaining sons, al-
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Ivanoff, ringed the
head of the grave, soberly
watching over her. They

duck
It was the grandest home-

"

Later, the setting sun brpke
through the clouds, sending

cathedral-like rays to the sur-

lowered her casket into the
thawing earth, seven boys
about 10 to 12 years of age,
lead by her grand-nephew,
pod of beluga sounded. Wedges
of geese flew overhead, and
far up the heach, a lone hunter
strolled homeward with a back-

pack full of future
P,

through the icy waters and a

Curtiss

formed a headstone she would
have loved.

face of Norton Bay where
seals poked their heads up
i®

Leon-

ard and Melvin proudly in-
troduced him to everyone.
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,at last, 1| know

before-and  showed him the country in
brothers one  which they were born.

it was the first time

been together,
is now a big game

had
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