Tanana Hospital to close

By LINDA LORD-JENKINS
Tundra Times

The Tanana Hospital will be
closed down on Sepi. 30 ac-
cording to the Indian Health
Service but efforts are being
made to keep the 20bed fa-
cility open.

A slatement issued last
week by Indian Health Service
Director [, Ewverett R.
Rhoades said the hospital will
be closed but William “Spud™

Williams, president of the Tan-
ana Chiefs Conference said
TCC is working to get that
decision rescinded.

Williams, however, declined
to elaborate on what efforts
were being made, saying he
preferred to deal quietly with
the “bureaucracy.”

The 40-year-old hospital was
designated to be closed be-
cause it s am “under util-
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ized, obsolete Mlij and its
small size and staff severely

limit the scope and medical
Care
; can .

socording to an IHS prm
reledse.

In the place of the hos-
pital, an ambulatory care clinic
will be established for use by
Tanana residents. That clinic
will have 4 physician and phys-
ician’s ant on staff 1o
provide medical care to Tanana
village residents only, accord-
ing to Tom Hartrich, director
of the Interior Alaska Service

. Unit in Fairbanks. The hos-
pital serves people from out-
side Tanana.

Hartrich said similar clinics

- are provided in Galena, Ft.
Yukon, McGrath and Tok.

The patients who otherwise
would use the hcqliul would
be sent to hospitals in Fair-
banks and some other services
have been reported to be mov-
ing into the hospital building.

Those services include an
elderly residential care center

red by the Tanana

fs Conference, and a foster

care center and a multiple

impact family therapy pro-
gram, said Hartrich.

\He said that the hospital

is being closed because it is

rrely used.

Hartrich said that the hospi-
tal averages only 15 percent

occupancy on a daily basis.
“That means thal on some

days none :
The hospital in I'!Ui} df.'ﬂ'h*

ered about 70 babies but in

1981, only 30 were delivered,

The hospital provides no
surgical care,

Hartrich said that the major-
ity of patients at the hospital
were not there for primary
medical care. Many were await-
ing tramsportation to their vil-
lages, had problems at home
that kept them from return-
ing there, or were just out of
the hospital and needed some
minimal care. The remaining
40 percent needed to have 24-
hour medical supervision, he
said.

Hartrich said that the hospi-
tal has been averaging 23
patienis per day i:

jor residents will be

I closure causes concern

Those clinics included sur.
gical check-up visits, orthope-
dic visits, and radiology wisits.
Those clinics now will hc

help pay for the Fairbanks
physicians® visits.

Tanana Hospital is operat-
ing on a §1.9 million annual
budget and only $360 000 will
be needed to run the clinic.
The remaining will bé used for

health care in the
said.

With the shuidown of the
hospital, about 22 Tanana
residents will be out of work.
Of the hospital’s 42 employees,
Hartrich smid “bout 20 had
come from the Tanana area.
The remainder had moved to
the area to find work.

. He said only four jobs will
be retained for local people —
two maintenance workers, one
clerical worker, one partdime
housekeeper and one part-
lime supply clerk.

He said that some of the
nurses on staflf already have
found other jobs which has
speeded up the closure a little
I'lﬂlr than he would like.

area, he




