Beaufort suit rejected

The Amocisted Press
JUNEAU - The Alaska Su-
preme Court. has rejected all
but one of five legal chal-
lenges filed by North Slope
Natives to the State’s Decemb-
er 1979 sale of oil and gas
leases in the Beaufort Sea.
Sale of the state leases in
the joint federal-state auction
more than two years ago was

challeriged by the North Slope
Borough, three individuals, the
city of Barrow and six North

Slope villages.

They argued the siate went
ahead with the sale without

adequate information on the
impact oil development would
have on the environment and
subsistence culture of Natives.
(Continued on Page Five)
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challenges that:

* Former Resources Com-
missioner Robert E. LeResche
did not have adequate infor-
mation to support his conclu-
sion that the sale was in the
best interests of the state.

* That development of the
leased land would violate the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
and the Endangered Species

eq

Clocksin, a former attorney
for Alaska Legal Services, re-
presented the villagers when
they filed suit. He said Fri-
day that he remains firmly con-
vinced the state wént ahead
with the Beaufort lease sale
without enough information
on the impact of oil develop-
ment
In analyzing whether to pro-
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The state received a half. Department of Naturil Re-
billion dollars in cash from Sources to reconsider whether
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