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Tatitlek leaders
not informed for
days after spill
by Jennifer Gordon

Tundra Times reporter |
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number of boats, helicopters and
planes in the area. The wreck hap-
pened only four miles from the vilhg;;
but it was blocked from their view by
Bligh Island across the Tatitlek
Narrows.

The next day, March 25, the spill
was much more obvious.
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The Exxon Valdez spews 1] million gallons of oil March 24, the day the tanker rammed into Bligh Reef.

Valasoff said the wind picked up on
March 26, and there was some relief
from the strong fumes. In the after-
noon, however, a test burn done by
Exxon blew smoke into the vi :
‘No one in the village was noti
of the burn, and the villagers were not
told whether the smoke was toxic, she

Valasoff said her husband and the
other men in Tatitlek have been work-
ing long hours to protect the village.
She said he came in around 10 p.m.
March 26 and left in his 32-foot
gillnetter around 4 the next morning.

Despite the confusion and anger in
the vﬂpl‘np, Valasoff said it was a
biessing thai ibe o1l had noi made ii
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to Tatitlek’s shores. .
“‘Praise the Lord,"" she said.
Even if the oil never hits the
village's shoreline, their subsistence
survival could be seriously in jeopar-
dy. Valasoff said that many of the men
in the village fish for herring and col-

(Continued on Page Nins)



* Tatitlek fears spill

(Continued from Page One)

lect the roe, an industry that now looks
doomed from ‘the oil contartination.

There are no stores in Tatitlek. If
a person is hungry, he goes out and
hunts seal or deer, utdmnlnmur
digs for shellfish. But vill
worried they may starve | fur
food that hasn't lﬂ’mad or get
sick if they continue their lifestyle, she
said.

Valasoff said that she and her hus-
band had been using up the Igst of their
supply of salmon, getting for
this year's record run. But the salmon
this are a question now.

Will they be contaminated? Wil
they die before reaching the village?

She said villagers also hunt deer on
Bligh Island, but since the deer eat the
seaweed on the shores, they could be
affected as well. Valasoff said she is
worried that there won’t be any more
steamer clams, and no one has decided
how the oil will affect the seals.

*‘I wish someone would just tell us
whltilsdlgm." Valasoff said.

land manager for
Tatitlek, said he was also frustrated
uplllthehcknfmfmmuﬁmtnihe

village.
He said an Exxon on burn-
ing the oil sat for almost the whole day

in the village on March 25, but no one
_uphmadwhnhc was until after the
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with the spill, which will help the
families limmll for awhilé, but
M{ don't know }‘ﬂ whether Exxon
will compensate the subsistence
villages for their losses.

Mike Chittick, president and chief
executive officer of Chugach Alaska
Corp., said that Chugach Alaska is

ing closely with a specialist for
the Department of Environmental
Conservation. That staffer is in Valdez
working with Exxon on behalf of the
villages in the area.

Chittick said the corporation is
discussing how to make sure share-
holders are for their
losses. In addition, Chugach is look-
ing into the employment opportunities
madl: available from “Em IFI{]: -
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spill.
Derenty Tabios, executive director
omptnumm Pﬁcm said .
on
March 28 that they were sund:% by
to help, but cmldn‘

Kompcoff, nf Tlnﬂ:k'

lines were s6 jammed that it was dif-
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Tatitlek is shown in a pham taken the day before the tanker struck the re:f

ficult to get a line in to the village.

Steven , director of the Divi-
sion of Subsistence of the Department
of Fish a;l Gmryﬂ;::d histEm::}r is

eve to
tm?t wildlife in the sound. The l:Irru:r;
work, however, will be determining
the lcmg-tﬂmnffﬂm the spill will have
on the area, he said.

Behnke said that Chenega may have
more of a lem than Tatitlek if the
oil holds its southerly course.

Lee Stratton, a subsistence resource
specialist for the subsistence division,
said the division plans to work with
the villages using baseline that
show where they normally hunt and

fish. She said they will mainly look at
marine mammals, saimon, game, bot-
tom fish and rock fish in the study.

James Fall, the Anchorage regional

supervisor for the subsistence division,
said staffers had finished a similar map
for the subsistence fishermen in Cor-
dova only last month.

He said the project was not quite
complete, but that the information
is available for the community.

Fall said the biggest problem the
division may run into is funding for
the extra work to be done in the sound.
He said he did not know at this time
if the funds would be made available.



